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Assignment 2: Homelessness in Swansea compared to Wales

The purpose of this essay is to look at homelessness as an ongoing community issue within Swansea and compare the issue to Wales as a whole.
Homelessness is defined by Tipple and Speak (2005) in different ways, one of them being “rooflessness” which is sleeping rough which is one of the main forms of homelessness and the main focus within this essay. Another way it has been described is not having a home and living with uncertainty of accommodation as well as inferior standards of living. 
According to Richardson (2018) who looked into homelessness charities the recorded number of people who are homeless in the UK is 320,000 which is a 4% rise in a year and this means there is an average of 36 people becoming homeless every day.

Swansea has a homeless crisis with a recorded figure of a 25% rise of people suffering with homelessness. (Swansea Sound, 2018)
Homelessness does have an effect on the community of Swansea due to the costs of tackling the issue, according to Youle, (2018) £740,000 has been invested in Swansea’s homeless crisis in order to help prevent it and find ways in which to support the issue.
There are strategies in place by Swansea council to help tackle the homelessness crisis, these are stated by Swansea.gov.uk, (2018) and are as follows; the first being a homelessness charter which will put regulations in place as to the best way to treat people who are homeless. There will be more emergency beds available to ensure that the people of Swansea who are suffering will be able to gain access to warmth and shelter and there will be more availability for them to have access to services such as support services and mental health and substance misuse services. The focus on these changes for the homeless in Swansea is to help prevent homelessness happening and the goal is that the more support there is the less people it will affect in the area.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Peterson et al (2006) undertook a study on substance misusers who ended up homeless as a result of this. The trails conducted looked at support and motivation groups that were in place to help the homeless and offer them a place to go and access to support services. The results showed an decrease in the amount of drugs the people using the services were taking, this example is evidence that having strategies in place can help the homeless.

In order to take steps to help tackle the homeless crisis in Swansea, a similar support group system could be set up within a community centre in the surrounding areas of Swansea as a place for the homeless to go in order to access support from professionals who are all in one place at a certain time to help them change their mind-sets and bring them back to an adequate standard of living and to be able to support themselves off the streets.

The health belief model could be a way to help the homeless crisis in Swansea also, this could be in place to change the mind-set of the homeless people and allow them to understand that there are ways off the streets with support. Health and behavioural change models are in place in order to allow a person to understand the effects their decisions make and how changing those decisions make a difference to the person’s life. In this case allowing someone who has become homeless due to substance misuse which is one of the main causes of homelessness in Swansea to understand how treating their addictions can better their life and making better decisions can cause them to better their living and health circumstances. (Morris et al, 2012)

Homelessness does not only affect Swansea, there is a wider issue related to this in Wales as a whole, the recorded homeless count in Wales according to Gov.wales, (2018) is 345 people. According to Heaney (2018) there has been a rise in the number of rough sleepers and homeless people in Wales, and that homeless charities believe more needs to be done to help and support people who not only are homeless but also those at risk of being homeless. He also goes on to explain how the bigger cities in Wales are the main cause for concern as that’s where the highest number of homelessness occur.
Homelessness has affected Wales because some areas cannot meet the requirements for their residents, according to The Wave (2018) there isn’t accommodation in place for people with low incomes and therefore they cannot afford to live and as a result of this become homeless.
Similar to this Hooper (2017) states that health issues are both a cause and effect of homelessness in Wales, this is also linked to the health issues that come from drug and alcohol abuse. People who suffer from homelessness reported they struggled to access services to accommodate health issues and the lack of support meant they were unable to gain professional support. Their needs are not met due to being homeless and more needs to be done to ensure that these problems get resolved in order to tackle the homeless crisis in Wales.

According to Gov.wales, (2018) in 41% of homeless cases the council managed to secure accommodation for 6 months, which meant that people were guaranteed somewhere to stay and shows that actions were taking place in order to tackle homelessness in Wales. Similar to this 66% of households who were at risk of homelessness in Wales were prevented by extra support.
The housing (Wales) Act 2014 is a piece of legislation in place to help prevent the homelessness crisis in Wales, it is used by local authorities in order to support and assist anyone suffering from homelessness. The purpose of it is for it to be used in the case of anyone who is homeless or at risk of being homeless to ensure that it is assessed and prevented, this is a form of strategies in place to tackle the crisis in Wales.
With reference to this WLGA - Wales Local Government Association, (2015) states that the legislation can be used to ensure that action is taken against anyone who is homeless or at risk of being homeless, as well as local authorities being able to use this legislation within private accommodation to ensure that the homeless crisis is prevented and more options for accommodation is available.

A homeless charity crisis (2019) states that support needs to be put in place immediately when the risk of homeless arises for a person and that way the risk is decreased and the individual can be assessed and put into suitable accommodation and prevent being homeless sooner. The quicker the action takes place; the risk can be prevented.

The main recommendation that can be made to help prevent and tackle the homeless crisis in Wales and Swansea is having support in place and ensure it is easily accessible for people so that they can get the help they need to get adequate accommodation and health care support. 
Awareness of the issue is important to and local authorities are taking the issue into consideration and finding ways in which to tackle the crisis and support the individuals from suffering homelessness.  
The health and behavioural change model is a key aspect in the homelessness crisis due to the individuals especially drug and alcohol misusers to understand the damaging behaviour they are doing and how changing that will make a difference to them and their lifestyle. This was proven to work in a study and therefore can be used within local communities in Wales and Swansea.

The issue within Wales and Swansea are very similar, the comparison between them is that they both have high figures of homelessness and the crisis is affecting the communities due to these levels. The local authorities within the areas are aware of the issues and putting plans and legislations in place to tackle the crisis which they hope will be shown in future figures. Wales as a whole compared to Swansea on the other hand has more evidence to prove that changes are taking place in the form of prevention, but tools are in place in Swansea to ensure that the crisis decreases in the area.
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