
Essential Skills for study & Employment within the creative Industries.


As the creative economy continues to enhance , develop and build expectations, there are qualities of a set design and production student approaching employment that the industry is looking for , now more than ever. 
One such key skill requires the ability to adapt, be on the balls of their feet and mind often when faced with particular challenges such as deadlines and collaboration. Where might this skill be found? Anywhere , but for this example lets use the medium of Storyboarding.  ,‘I use storyboarding to describe not only what could happen on stage but also how the performance might at times extend into the auditorium to connect with the audience at pivotal moments’ Micheal Pavelka (2015) ‘So you want to be a theatre designer?’ Nick Hern Books. 
Another key skill that can benefit the employment of a set design and production student is having the right attitude. Being present and pleasant within the industry most know for building connections its not how you know , but who you know. In this industry where ‘networking , I believe, in a currently difficult financial and creative climate, the ‘who you know’ must become your networking peers’. Hanna Clements , UAL (2011).
In addition to these essential skills maintaining a wide set of production skills. Being skilled at multiple elements of production allows for a wider range of roles to be filled , this way a student can apply themselves without narrowing their field of interest. ‘ The production meeting is probably the single most important device for ensuring smooth communication among the various production departments’. Micheal J. Gillette (1999) ‘Theatrical design and production’ 3rd edition Mayfield publishing. 
As the industry is forever changing , new technology is adapting to a more efficient form of storytelling. One such medium is through C.A.D. (Computer automated design) which can create a design diagram for those within the construction team and aid the producers approve the process with its clear and effective visual description. ‘One of the delightful features of 
‘Thurber Carnival’ is the speed with which it moves from one episode to another scene. Scene after scene appears with amazing rapidity-all accomplished by the aid of three small revolves’.Lynn Pecktal ‘Design and drawing for the theatre’(1994) McGraw-Hill Education.
Collaboration within the creative industry is key. Teamwork , communication and joy come hand in hand: such as a consume designer; designing and discussion with the team is only one section of the whole production , for example the actors, they may need special adjustments to their costumes which may require a dresser. Communication with the venue staff such as stage management. Therefore The most essential skill for anyone hoping to enter the industry is creative. By developing , adapting and applying your skills in any area is derived from passion and the desire to create. ‘The castors were spaced as shown in the drawing, with two supplementary castors mounted near the centre to prevent any strain from the transferring to the battened butt joint holding the two halves of the revolve together’. ‘Stage Scenery(its construction and rigging) A.S& J. Michael Gillette (1980).
One a student approaching the industry has insight and a determination to make a difference, the creative industry with continue to grow to great strengths.














