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Introduction 
For this assignment the regeneration of Llanelli was the focus and how the area of Llanelli is distinctive from other similar and surrounding areas.  Llanelli has many factors that make it distinct from other areas, some having a positive impact and some having a negative impact on the location and people.  Llanelli is a large industrial area that has been through many changes in the business industry over many years that have been successful for the town. 
 
What is distinctive about Llanelli area?
Llanelli is a large industrial town area that is based near the coast in the South of Wales.  Llanelli is distinct from other areas has it has many successful links especially in business.  The location is great as it is near the coast which was and still is helpful for boats to bring in any kind of equipment needed for the local businesses.  Llanelli is mostly linked to the industrial revolution and how it became the town it is today. 
As mentioned by Julie Hannam the industrial revolution came around to Llanelli in 1750 which is where Llanelli began to see a real change in the way that the business industry began to change. The reason that Llanelli began to change so quickly and dramatically was down to the area having good flat land, money in the area and plenty of people that wanted work. There was a big area of land that was invested by people that wanted to change and build up the area to make it more of a business town. One man that invested in Llanelli was Alexander Raby who was involved in the rise of Llanelli town and watched it become the town it is today. Raby was interested in the manufacturing of coal, iron and copper where he managed to produce a large business in these fields during the late 1700s. By the late 1800s tramlines and railways were far more developed and there was a much better link between other towns and countries which was the main way to exchange materials between businesses. (Hannam, 2019)
Coal was another area that was huge in Llanelli and it was a very popular industry to be in. The coal that was produced in Llanelli was used for steam power and helped to run different machinery in businesses. 









Tata Steel in Llanelli and Port Talbot 
Steel is another part of Llanelli’s history that makes the area different from surrounding areas. Nicola Jones introduced and spoke to the group about the history of the steel works and what is involved in the process. Different elements of iron ore, limestone and coal are transported to Port Talbot and are then further made into steel coils which are used for all kinds of steel products all over the world. Once the steel coils have been produced they are sent via the trainline to Trostre in Llanelli to be made into steel tin plate. There are around 3,500 employed and 3,000 contractors in the Port Talbot works and 600 employed and 600 contractors in the Trostre works. (Jones, 2019)
Tata steel was first founded by Jamsetji Nusserwanji Tata in 1868 and it is originally an Indian based company. Tata steel employs people that live locally and the company does regular visits to schools in the area of Port Talbot and Llanelli to inspire the younger generation and to motivate the young people of the area to join their team later in life to gain the best opportunities. Tata Steel try to meet with the Welsh Assembly Government to make sure that they are exchanging opinions on what is going on for the company and if they are reaching certain government goals.  (TataSteel, 2019) 

Llanelli Wetlands Centre and regeneration of Llanelli 
The Wetlands centre is a large area of Llanelli that has been regenerated to make the location better for visitors and for wildlife in the area. The area is dedicated for different species of wildlife which will attract visitors to the area and make the area a popular destination to visit. Having somewhere unique to visit and somewhere different that isn’t already in Llanelli is a great way to bring in money to the local economy and create a different venue. Schools can also visit which will educate children on nature and wildlife. 
Sarah Rees was the speaker that spoke about the Wetlands Centre in Llanelli. The Wetlands centre began being built and developed in 1984 and was officially opened to the public in 1991. There is around 250 acres of land that is covered by the wetlands centre and a further 200 acres on the Millennium wetlands. The area is getting around 70,000 visitors from last year which has increased over time since 2014 where they had 24,000 visitors. Most of the visitors are families and they have a lot of tourists visiting as well as people that live locally to the area of Llanelli. (Rees, 2019)
Peter Scott was the main man in charge of finding the wetlands centre in the first place. The trust was first opened as a science conservation site that first began in Slimbridge but the wetlands centre opened up to the public and has been welcoming thousands of visitors each year.  (WWT, 2019)



[bookmark: _GoBack]Conclusion 
Overall Llanelli has specific areas that it excels in that is unique to other surrounding areas. They have the advantage of the steel works, the change from the industrial revolution and the Wetlands centre. All these industries have bought in money to the local economy, jobs for local people and also attractions for tourists and people of the local area. Regeneration of the area began way back in the industrial revolution where the town became a more known area. The area of Llanelli has built up over the years although the main town has suffered as the areas outside of Llanelli including the main shopping centre, Trostre has taken shopping out of the middle of town. Although there have been many gains and benefits from attempting to regenerate the area, this also comes with certain negatives which need to be addressed in the future. 
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