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Introduction

Looking back at superheroes in the late ninety’s era, it’s hard to imagine that they would become such an impactful genre on our modern culture. From Robert downy jr’s Ironman and the 2002 Sam Raimi's Spiderman to now with infinity war where millions wait for the climactic sequel. I hope to look at this growth in my paper to better understand how deeply this genre has impacted our modern culture, I will look at how and why these films have affected us in the ways that they have as an audience. For a company that has told countless story's to kids and grownups alike growing up in the 60s onwards with such compelling characters and storylines in a stunning world drawn by many great comic artists. By the 90s there were truly at there peak, however, due to a series of bad deals and their bursting financial bubble showed their gradual decline in the stock market with shares going from $35.75 to $2.375 in just three years seemingly on the verge of collapsing. Yet they were able to power through this and are now decades later a film industry behemoth as one of the most successful movie studios. 
From its simple beginnings with the 2008 Ironman which was to be Marvel first attempt at creating their own movie to the build-up to the grand finale that is Avengers 4, Marvel seems to have no problem bringing audiences hit after hit with their superhero characters, talented actors, respected directors and design artists that bring the universe to life, this is something that will change the way we view and interact with media products as Marvel’s partnership with Netflix and their merger with Disney has given them a doorway in which they can reach their audience outside of these targeted by the blockbuster spectacles. This also ties into prolonging the life of the films as they will keep interest in the brand so the same formula for the films isn't repeated too much which would result in a decrease in interest over time. This is prevented by pushing forward new and interesting ideas and creating a universe with heroes of different colour and race, sexual preference and religious stance and breaking free in modern pop culture with a powerful social presence that is as diverse as their audience, which is something that company's like Marvel and DC shine in as they have been innovators of comic books for years and have the advantage of presenting films with character that have become beloved by their audience over the years making it easier to gain interest in there films compared to other films that have had to present the characters from scratch. 
There are also other factors that will need to be looked into to better understand what kind of impact the rising superhero genre has on our modern culture such as the software and effect they have available to them to help create this dynamic action sequences, the costume and design teams that help dress the actors in the fantastic Armor's and suits as well as all the props such as Captain America's shield and Loki's staff. This will all be set up by well-beloved directors such as Joss Whedon, Taika Waititi and Joe Russo to name a few as these directors make sure that the final product is to the expected quality that these films have made for themselves.

These changes have made Marvel studios on of the most powerful moviemakers and have a large following of fans who want to see more of how the cinematic universe will move forward. Which comes to my question on the impact the superhero films have had on our modern culture as I wish to move beyond the flashy action sequences and dynamic humor and see what these films have done to shape our opinions, from the actors used, technological advancements and audience reception to help understand just how influential the genera have become.   



Actors – the people behind the hero

Superhero films have become widely beloved in modern culture, both comic fans and people who don’t read the comics could meet and enjoy the story’s these heroes bring to the big screen which has now resulted in the global phenomenon that is the marvel cinematic universe. However, one of the major reasons I feel that has contributed to their success is the amazingly talented actors who were able to take these classic characters and bring them to life. Actors such as Robert downy jr and Chris evens as tony stark and Captain America to name just two of the many actors who helped mold the world into.  
The past decade or so has seen an influx of superhero films based on comic books — major big-studio movies starring the highest-paid actors in the world (think Jennifer Lawrence and Robert Downey, Jr.) and outperforming any other movies released. - https://www.nyfa.edu/student-resources/the-rise-of-superhero-films/
With the rising popularity of these superhero films, there has also been an influx of great actors that have joined the franchise taking on these superhero personas and broadening the cast and making a more detailed universe through there interactions through their stand-alone films and when they all come together as in the Avengers films. The avenger film, in particular, is the best showcase for this as they are all hugely successful films that took heroes out of their franchise and merged them all together to make a block office success.   (Marvel’s The Avengers (2012) $623,357,910)
And was the first production to produce 1 billion in global ticket sales this has become one of the major landmarks in showing the increasing popularity of the genre to the wide audience as more and more people are drawn into the superheroes universe and the threats they face. This was an unexpected success when looking back at their first film Ironman, as there was no way in knowing just how successful the franchise would become, With the 2008 release winning 20 awards in 67 nominations it quickly showed the potential the hero genre showed.
With a diverse cast of characters that were recreated for the big screen and portrayed by talents such as Robert Downey Jr, Jeff Bridges and Gwyneth Paltrow to name a few, it's no surprise that they were able to create something that really resonated with the audience and would have been able to give Marvel the confidence to go on with their superhero universe which may not have happened if Iron man had not had the success it did. The success of Iron Man, a Playboy and visionary industrial genius Tony Stark who gets kidnapped and uses his intelligence to escape becoming Iron Man was one of the reasons Marvel were able to keep there films going bringing in $585.2 Million in the box office and drew the attention of more talented actors and directors to bring the Marvel universe to life, it also featured the first end credit scene which would become a Marvel staple in which introduced Nick Fury and the idea of the Avengers. 
Although he is now one of the most well-known actors in the MCU (Marvel Cinematic universe) Robert Downey Jr prior to his role as Ironman he was better known for his drug and alcohol habits even after he cleaned up his act. The role of tony stark suited Robert as there were a lot of similarities between the two characters "Everybody knew he was talented… Certainly, by studying the Iron Man role and developing that script, I realized that the character seemed to line-up with Robert in all the good and bad ways. And the story of Iron Man was really the story of Robert’s career.” Not including the Avengers, the iron man franchise has made over $2.4 Billion at the global box office which really drives home just how successful the character and actor are in the MCU.
Jon Favreau can be looked at as the director who helped get the ball rolling for the MCU as it was only by his stubbornness for have Robert to play the role of the billionaire playboy philanthropist that we were able to have the cinematic universe we have today. His aim for the film was to update it to a more modern take on the armored hero with his origin story taking place in Afghanistan rather than the Vietnam War.  It (Ironman) has become the template for all marvel moves to follow after it and has become a defining feature to the MCU brand. It's safe to say that the breezy tone from the Marvel films is a formula that Favreau presented, from action-packed sequences followed with great character interactions that drive the audience forward into the cinematic universe.  If I’m putting something out there and the fans are not getting it, then I’m not doing my job.” 
Since Iron man Favreau has played a crucial part in the development of marvels cinematic universe as an executive producer for the Avengers, Ironman 3, Avengers Age of Ultron and Avengers Infinity war as well as being the first Marvel director to have portrayed a character in their film being Happy Horgan, which has been followed up by Joe Russo, James Gun, Theo Broussard and Taika Waititi in their Marvel films. 
One of the reasons Marvel films have gained so much popularity is due to the way they correctly portray their characters from the comics to the films with a line-up of great actors to plays these hero’s like Chris Evans as Captain America, Chris Hemsworth as Thor and Samuel L Jackson as Nick Fury as just a few examples of the quality of actors that bring these characters to life. With great villains such as Tom Hiddleson as Loki, James Spader as the voice of Ultron and Josh Brolin’s current portrayal of the mad titan Thanos. The cast for each film only seems to get better and better with more stars joining the universe, making it interesting to see who else will be joining the cinematic universe and what characters will be portrayed as well as their interactions between the existing marvel cast help keep the story’s fresh and interesting for the audience.  

Company decisions

Marvel Studios seem to be unable to make a mistake as year after year they have been able to bring out consistently enjoyable films that entice and entertain the audience while further widening the marvel cinematic universe. This is coming a long way from where they first started with Iron Man. Before this, all Hero films kept to themselves in their own cinematic universe such as Nolan's Batman series which is the best example of a hero series before done right before Marvels joint universe. This universe that was started in Ironman in 2008 is still here and growing 10 years later becoming the most popular franchise of all time with 20 movies making over  $15.5 billion, and counting, something that no one could have expected when looking at Marvel in the 90s ”We wanted to get people who didn't read the comics or see him in the cartoon series to realize he's one of the coolest superheroes that's ever existed. The secondary goals that we dreamed about were to bring the interconnected universe from the comic books up on to the big screen. At that point, Avengers 1 was a far-off distant dream, but this has always been in the back of our heads.” 
With low self-esteem and having sold off the rites for big hero names like Spiderman and the Fantastic four they needed there first shot at making films to be a hit for there to be any kind of success as they would need to make their character a household name, with Ironman and The Incredible Hulk being presented in the same year. As they pursue these films with the goal to bring their characters to a wider audience and to put the building blocks down on what would become the Marvel universe, something that was a pipe dream for most at working on the film at the time. The Incredible Hulk presented the hulk into the Marvel cinematic universe however, the film was not very successful and is most likely the reason he has yet to be given a new solo film rather being cast alongside other heroes like in Thor Ragnarök. On the other hand, the same could not be said for the 2008 Ironman film.

The Ironman film did so many things right with its action sequences and humor along with its great cast of actors, also diverting itself from the norm of comic hero's by revealing his identity by the end of the film which was a breath of fresh air for the genre. And was the centre base of what all marvel cinematic films would follow in creating there characters just as how they would be expected to be portrayed something that can be very effective for people to gain interest in your character an example of this done poorly would be DC's approach in Batman vs Superman where the two character interactions before their fight feel weak and doesn't inspire any interest in the audience just because there is no justified reason to there fight other than some small disagreements. 

[image: Related image]Building off the success of Ironman meant that Marvel truly had a chance to create the characters we’ve come to know and love like Thor and Captain America to Doctor Strange and Black Panther. While also being able to see these characters interact between the other superhero really does make the Marvel cinematic universe feel overwhelming and grand, making it interesting to watch each film and see how it adds to the universe for the audience. With Marvel studios trying new more diverse ideas such as the primarily black cast seen in black panther was a bold choice that became a huge hit surpassing all expectation as became a cultural phenomenon as we watch the Black Panther (Chadwick Boseman) face down against Erik Killmonger (Michael B. Jordan) for the fate of the technologically advanced African world of Wakanda.  The film proved that films didn’t need to rely on a white cast to be successful and could become more varied and diverse.
These figures truly show just how successful the Marvel Cinematic Universe has been from its first film Iron Man all the way to the Avengers Infinity War with seemingly no missteps they have been able to outshine the competition and stand out as a powerhouse in the industry. This can be credited to Kevin Feige (producer and president of Marvel Studios) who was able to take lesser known characters at the time and turn them into characters that developed fandoms one great example of this is the Guardians of the Galaxy, which was completely forgettable, only know to the fans who read the comics on them. However, when the film came out and became a hit for Marvel, more people were introduced to these characters and have now become some of the most popular characters in the MCU.   
Marvel has been able to expand there grasp with their success becoming more interesting and unique in its style due to its continued success which has made it possible for them to push new angles such as a majority black skinned film in Black Panther and a female lead in the new Captain Marvel, these are major positive steps in moving from the all-white dominated hero films and being more open to peering into different races and beliefs creating a more realistic and diverse world that everyone can enjoy and love which may be one of the reasons why so many people enjoy watching these films as there are more unique elements that can be enjoyed.
While the universe becomes more diverse it also becomes more comedic as it seems that over the years these film have taken the banter that was clearly seen in the 2012 Avengers film and made that an element of the MCU, however, it only clearly showed its humor in the Gradians of the Galaxy which was a huge success and sowed the comedic element into future film but making it's a device for storytelling in the universe not just a point of contrast.

Critic and audience reactions
The superhero genre has been incredibly popular and seems to only grow with time as more and more people are pulled in to this universe, interesting devoted fans and casual watchers young and old as star Chris Pratt stated: “I think the platform and the opportunity to use the powers that superheroes have over the imagination of kids has been the most rewarding for me”. Which is one of the biggest reasons these films have worked so well, they're great family films that everyone can enjoy and although most audiences come to see the hero’s epic battle with the villain they are also showing the interesting dialog and story elements such as the Sokovia Accords on superheroes in Captain America Civil War. This alongside the Easter eggs for fans of the comics and witty humor between the characters and it is clear to see why this genre of films has been so successful worldwide. 

Looking at the reviews of current Marvel films its clear to see that even the weaker films in the franchise such as The Incredible Hulk and the Thor sequel Thor: The Dark World still maintained critic scores of 67%. This clearly shows that these films are continuously well received by critic and audience reviews and with the interest in these hero’s story reaching a climax in the new Avengers film, Avengers Endgame the sequel to Avengers Infinity war it seems that their popularity will only continue to increase. This is also proven by the audience scores for each film is better than the critic's review in more of the newer hero films which is a clear example for people's interest in these films. This supports the fact that these films have had an impact on our modern culture as more and more people want to see more of these heroes as they battle against the odds. This is clear with the Avengers Endgame trailer being the first trailer in history to be able to get 289 million views in just 24 hours, it was clear that many people were interested in when the trailer would be realized however it was a surprise to see just how many people were interested in seeing it, and with more people trying to piece together the trailer and produce their own theory’s its clear to see that people are still interested in seeing these superhero films with no evidence of it slowing down anytime soon.
With the success these films have had, its been easier for Marvel to be a bit more creative with their characters and story's, its one of the reasons why we all know and love the guardians of the galaxy because they took a chance on something that paid of greatly, pushing them forward into the spotlight while furthering the plot of the MCU and Thanos continues to push for the infinity stones. It was also the case with R rated films as it would be hard to know how successful a hero film of that standing would be due to the loss of their younger audience however this was proven wrong when Deadpool was released which became very successful and opened the door for more films on this rating such as 2017’s Logan adapting the old man Logan storyline from the comic while turned the action packet formula on its head and was able to become a nomination for screenplay at the Oscar’s. this is a major impact as it opens the door on R rated hero films proving that they can become successful if done correctly. this is also important to note as looking through marvels awards all their film have a nomination in an array of different awards throughout there cinematic film three phases presenting us with proof that each film that Marvel produce are done to consistently high quality. 
The amount of work that goes into these films shows just how much passion and drive the teams to have that work on these films in front and behind the scenes. Looking at all the grand action sequences that rely heavily on CGI elements to help create the sequences that we all enjoy seeing from the cinematic universe. Most of these effects are done by the Industrial Light and Magic and without there stunning effects the marvel cinematic universe may have looked a lot different. This can be best seen from there more effect-based films in Dr strange and Ant-man where they use the full power of CGI in these films to create a crazy ride for the audience one they would have never expected when first walking into the cinema to watch them. Particularly when strange first enter the spirit realm where it is a bizarre and confusing scenario that leaves the audience entertained however still extremely confused. 

One of the best things about the Marvel world is that they all take place in the same universe not just kept to their own film, allowing giant films like Avengers 2012 to be created at there is no need to dwell in too much detail into their background story as that would have been done throughout their own films which speeds forward the story and gives us these interesting interactions and events between these heroic characters and then shows the effect these films had such as with the battle of New York's after effects that could be seen throughout the future films, this effect has been carried on throughout the other Avengers films and continues to be an interesting development as the audience watches how past effect drive the story of other hero story’s. it also gives the writers the ability to overlap stories into the films in preparation for future installments such as with the infinity stones being some of the key plot devices for several previous films coming together in the infinity war film. This kind of secretive placement of story elements help build up the hype for the moment it becomes a main feature in the film, the effects of this can be clearly seen by the emotional response the audience have while watching the film as it builds up its climactic battle against Thanos only to lose and watch as beloved characters turn to dust, characters that we have watched grow in the cinematic universe gone subverting our expectations as usually we expect the heroes to win the fight especially when its got so much at stake and now we are left with a broken group of hero's wondering how they will be able to save the world something many people try to theorize using all they can from what we know of the MCU and of the trailers presented. This to me shows that people are devoted to this franchise as it’s become a part of our culture and has clearly left an impact on many who have watched these films, and that impact will only increase as time goes on and more and more people begin to enjoy the snarky comments between the Avengers or the comedic entertainment from the Guardians of the Galaxy as well as the merchandise and collectables, toys and games that will interest the younger audience and more devoted Marvel fans but will still be an enjoyable film for even casual watchers to enjoy without needing the other available merchandise. 

Comic fans and story’s 
Long-time fans have been exposed to these characters for a long time and by doing so have noticed their favorite character grow and change throughout the years in their comics as they are thrown into new storylines with different dilemmas and issues helping further shape the characters from how they dress to their interaction with other characters. Now that these beloved characters have been taken to a wider audience due to the Marvel films growing popularity one of the most interesting features these films introduce is the similarities between their comic book counterparts that long-time fans are constantly on the lookout for as well as the iconic storylines that have been adapted for the cinematic universe. 

From small details such as Thor's fake ID name Dr. Donald Blake being a reference to his comic alias and the original guardians of the galaxy being featured in the second film to larger scenes such as the cocoon of Adam Warlock a powerful character in the comic universe. These films are always packed with such detail that there are always references to find many being very minor images in the background which can easily be missed which keep the fans on their toes as they try to uncover all the hidden elements behind each sequence.  However these films won’t push you away if you don't know these details as the stories are all unique to the cinematic universe and can be enjoyed as just entertaining films that may promote you to want to learn more about these film character by jumping into their respected comics they are also animated shows that can be watched so there are plenty of ways to improve your knowledge of these characters you wanted to know more about these characters and how important they may be. what makes Marvel such successful IP is it’s had those characters and stories to lean on. “Some franchises have to build these characters and stories from scratch,” stated by David Hancock, which is very true when you look back on the 60s onward and see that these characters have been in development for years with a large amalgamation of story’s that could be transferred to the cinematic universe in a way that no other production has the access to. 
Another feature of interest is how the Marvel TV shows are handled as Agents of Shield is a show linked into the MCU and has even been featured as tie-ins to the films such as in Captain America: The winter soldier which presented the audience with a show that displayed some of the effects the films had in the universe in a weekly show giving us some context as to what happened next in the story. And further expanding the universe for the audience. 
While there are plenty of Easter eggs for fans to find and enjoy there are also full comic events that take place I the MCU which is an interesting factor for these films as they are able to look into memorable comic story’s and present them in a new way on the big screen. Such as "Civil war" a Marvel comic event that is the main base of the Captain America Civil War film. In the storyline, a deadly event involving superhumans go horribly wrong and leads the government to propose superpowered beings should have their identities registered. Much like in the film Captain America argues that it is an abuse of power whereas Iron man believes it is required to keep them in check, resulting in a superhero war between the two sides. Although many story elements were changed in the film it follows the main storyline but twisting it to fit the MCU in a believable way once again showing the flexibility they can have with there extended universe branching from different films, and this is not the only major storyline taken from the comics as they all work alongside comic storylines to some degree which is not too surprising when you realize just how many comics there have been throughout the years for them to look at and incorporate into their films in some way or another. Joe Russo, director of Avengers Infinity war had this to say when looking at comic storylines for the film adaptations “I think it's fun to take elements from the books that I identify with. But if I want a literal interpretation, I'll just read the book.” This shows that although they are applying these famous comic storylines into their cinematic universe they also what to make sure it is an original take on the story and not a remake of it on the big screen as there is no way to apply creative freedom if they are restricted to following the comic scene by scene rather this way of applying the story allows them to mold it into the Marvel universe and make it feel purposeful and unique in a way old fans and new fans can both enjoy.

What these new films have presented us with is a change in how we as an audience see these hero films from before Ironman, there went many successful heroic films but the odd Batman, Spiderman, and X Men but these films didn't have the access to the fanbase that is currently around people who may have never really cared too much about the comic characters are now waiting for the next big film to come out with there marvel t-shirts on and this is not just for the big names smaller heroic groups like the guardians of the galaxy and Antman and the wasp have gained more interest from fans further promoting the idea of bringing together more varied hero's to the cinematic universe.


Conclusion 
Superhero films have truly become beloved in our modern culture as everyone can watch and enjoy them with family and friends’ old fans or new, and has clearly been showed to have worldwide interest as people continue to want to dwell further into the cinematic world of hero’s and shows that there has been an impact to our modern culture as proven by critic and audience reviews only growing in recent decades with access to bigger budgets and a wide array of characters to choose from its clear to see that these superhero films have had a major impact on our modern society and have changed the way we look at films by utilizing an expansive universe over a range of different films while also further pursuing a more diverse universe with the inclusion of films like Black Panther and the upcoming Captain Marvel. The greater use of CGI elements as we get closer and closer to making it look just like the real thing means the cinematic universe will only continue to look better as we watch the Hulk smash, Thor shot lightning and the sorcerer Supremes mind-bending magic as well as the unique battle locations and different alien planets to further expand the continuously growing Marvel cinematic universe.   

[bookmark: _GoBack]The genre has not only had great success on the big screen but has also been featured on the small screen with Netflix titles such as Daredevil, Iron fist and Luck cage as well as animated shows and a wide array of merchandise for people to buy and collect its clear to see that this has become something that like when Cowboy films were mainstream in the 60s. with fans watching actors bring comic characters to life and the witty interactions, the ensue between the wide cast and how their dynamic changes throughout the film like with Ironman and Captain America during the Avengers Age of Ultron in which their friendship slowly falls apart throughout the film.
The heroic storylines and interaction between these beloved characters and the new character that are continually being introduced into the cinematic universe continue to present us as an audience with more interest and wonder into just how far the genre of film can go as there seems to be no sign of it stopping anytime soon.
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$232641920
5389813101
$334201,140
$315058289
$699429063
$657241872

Worldwide
Box Office
$585171,547
265573859
$621156.389
$449326618
$370,569,776
$1,510479,547
$1.215392272
8644602516
714,401,889
$771051335
$1.408218,722
$519338,048
$1,153304,495
$677,541920
862889714
$880210429
$850653412
$1.346,440839
$2,001,501,562




