TASK 1

During my second-year teaching placement I was fortunate to be able to teach three sequential Welsh lessons in Year 2.  I chose to use the story Parti Doli Glwt to support the accompanying planned activities which was read to the children in session 1, re-read with accompanying questions in session 2, and re-read to refresh their memories of the story in session 3 in preparation for a planned activity.  Through my lessons I was able to develop the children’s speaking, listening, and reading skills as well as my own.

When reflecting on these lessons, I am aware that I lacked confidence in constructing sentences, which was evident when planning the questions relating to the story.  To overcome this, I checked the questions with a Welsh speaking teacher, which revealed that I had made errors in the order of some of the words, as well as the tenses.  When reading the story and asking the questions, I still lacked confidence and kept the questions beside me to read from, as I did not feel comfortable or confident asking the questions without them.  I was concerned that without the prompt I would revert to my original incorrect question, and I did not want to use this with the children as although the children would have understood the context of the question, it would have been modelled incorrectly for them which would have led them to develop incorrect skills. 

One of my lessons involved a carousel of activities designed to engage the children’s oral, listening, and reading skills.  During the carousel I moved around the activities, listening to, and offering support to the children while encouraging the use of Welsh and modelling where appropriate.  I am aware though that when I was not with a group, it is likely that they used English more than Welsh, especially as this sometimes happened when I was supporting children.  This demonstrated to me that the children were not confident in their use of Welsh, despite participating in Helpwr Heddiw daily and having participated in Welsh lessons for several years.  I think they needed to use the language more frequently throughout the day to gain confidence, and this was something that I was aware of for myself as well.

When reflecting on my series of lessons, I observed that my use of incidental Welsh was too limited, and this is something that I need to develop further.  This was not specific to my Welsh lesson though as I found this challenging across the whole placement.  There were a few phrases that I used regularly and with confidence, but they were limited, and I need to continue practising and adding phrases to build up my confidence and ability.  The class teacher was a Welsh speaker and used a lot of incidental Welsh which was encouraging to me, but I did limit myself to just the most familiar phrases which I need to expand on.  

When considering my ability within the context of the Welsh language competency framework (2019) I consider myself confident within the entry level of listening, oral and writing because I can listen to and understand simple information and questions, respond to them appropriately but simply and write relevant everyday sentences in a basic form.  However, I am more confident when reading written Welsh, as I am able to decode the meaning even if I do not understand every word written down, so would consider myself at foundation level for the reading competency.  Furthermore, when reading a simple story, I can pronounce the words correctly most of the time, using my decoding skills and understanding of the Welsh language which reinforces  my consideration of myself as working at a foundation level reading competency.

During my final teaching placement, I had intended to continue to develop my use of incidental Welsh and was looking forward to delivering Welsh lessons in the Foundation Phase.  Although I am confident with Nursery and Reception level Welsh, Year 1 and 2 is slightly more advanced than I am confident to use without practise and written prompts.  However, my ability to research the language used, and find appropriate resources, thanks to advice from university tutors, would have helped me to fully prepare beforehand to improve my confidence regardless of the class that I was teaching.  To develop my use of incidental Welsh I had intended to place phrases around the classroom to remind myself to use them, alongside questions that would be appropriate for the children and myself to use.  I had also considered creating a challenge to see who was able to use the questions and phrases the most in a day or week to encourage greater Welsh use among both the children and myself if I was placed in the Year 1 or 2 classes.  This would encourage me to use Welsh more in my everyday life, while having the added benefit of doing the same for the children and making Welsh a natural part of their everyday language.

Having spent several years as a teaching assistant in a Nursery and Reception class, I am much more confident with this level of language and find it easier to encourage the children in their use through games and songs.  This is something I am hoping to develop further, as I found that even in Key Stage 2, children remember more through songs as they support recall and pronunciation while making the learning fun and more enjoyable (Good, Russo and Sullivan, 2014).  Especially within the Early Years, the use of songs introduces children to a second language when they are unable to understand or participate in reading or writing, as it gives them a foundation to build upon and may positively impact their written fluency later in the school (Alisaari and Heikkola, 2016).  For myself, I find the use of songs beneficial in my own learning as the actions support me to recall the words, while also prompting myself and the children by creating a link between the words and actions in a similar way to the total physical response approach (Asher, 1969).

Considering the use of songs in learning, the implementation of Curriculum 2022 (Education Wales, 2019a) and its areas of learning and experience (AoLE) will encourage this further as they offer links between the Languages, Literacy and Communication (Education Wales, 2019c), and the Expressive Arts (Education Wales, 2019b) AoLE.  The use of stories continues to develop these links by allowing the children to experience a range of texts that encourage them to listen and respond, gradually increasing their understanding and participation with the intention that they use this language in their role play.  The use of stories, especially within the Early Years introduces the language through repetition in a similar way to singing, although pictures are used as a prompt rather than actions (NALDIC, 2015).  

To improve my abilities in all areas discussed, I have been using Duolingo, initially every day but reduced to twice a week as other commitments occurred.  Furthermore, I have been listening to BBC Radio Wales daily to provide myself a small amount of immersion in the Welsh language, although I struggle to understand a large part of what is being said.  I have attended Welsh language classes during my time in university, however, they were not as frequent as I would have liked and although I attended every class and participated in all activities to enhance my Welsh skills, when the classes ended there was limited opportunities to use Welsh in my everyday life. It is my intention to undertake online courses through the Open University and the Learn Welsh website over the next few months in preparation for returning to school, while continuing with the Duolingo app and listening to Welsh radio programmes.  

It is my hope that once I can return to the school environment, I will have gained some confidence from my preparations at home, to use more Welsh in the classroom and feel better prepared to teach Welsh to the children in order to develop both their and my skills in their national language.
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TASK 2

LESSON PLAN 1
	Name of Trainee:  Claire Lewis                                        Session ref: May 2020        

Personal Training Targets:

	Class: Year 1

No of chn:  30       Age:  5-6
	Foundation Phase Focus Plan         

1B

	Learning objectives/intentions: 
-They recognise simple and familiar words and phrases that are within their experience
-They show an understanding of what they have heard by responding orally or non-verbally 

Success Criteria: 
-I can name three pieces of clothing in Welsh
-I can describe what Tedi Twt is wearing 
	Meeting learner’s needs: 
All children will be supported by staff modelling that key vocabulary and sentences.  The staff will sandwich the Welsh with English to aid the children in making connections between the languages and aid in their understanding.  Those children who are finding it challenging will receive additional support from staff while other more able children will be encouraged to model language.  Children who are confident will be challenged to use full sentences or extend their sentences.


	Introduction / Plenary tasks
	Main Activities
	Resources / Key Vocabulary
	Assessment for Learning (strategies and opportunities)

	Introduction:  15 minutes

The whole class will come to the carpet where the children will listen to the story Dillad Tedi Twt.  

As the clothing is introduced on each page, repetition will be used along with actions to support the children in recalling the items.  We will mime putting the items on along with a gesture to demonstrate the weather – e.g. cold, hot, raining.

Once we have read each page, we will sing Dillad Tedi using the clothes he is wearing in the picture in the lyrics.


Plenary:  5 minutes
At the end of the day, we will select one of the teddies from the teacher led activity to sing Dillad Tedi about.

	The children have been discussing the weather during morning Circle Time for several months.  Clothing is a new topic although the children will have heard the story throughout the week prior to the lesson.

There are 6 groups in the class and the children will work in these groups for the main activities over two afternoons.  The afternoon session lasts 1 hour, and each session will be run the same on both days.

Trainee focused task (purpose, outline of trainee’s role and children’s learning):  

Main Activity:  
Teacher led activity: 15 minutes
The children will work with the teacher to dress teddies in appropriate clothing.  They will be encouraged to select a weather card and then dress their teddy in the appropriate clothing.  The teacher will ask the children ‘Sut mae twywdd heddiw?’ regularly to encourage them to consider the weather they are dressing teddy for.  

While dressing their teddies, the teacher will model the names of the clothes that the children are using, and encourage the children to repeat them, using English and Welsh to support understanding.  When a child has dressed their teddy, the teacher will ask them ‘Beth mae teddy yn wisgo?’ and encourage them to name the clothing, offering the Welsh word and encouraging repetition if the child uses English. 

Extension – the children who are confident using the Welsh clothing names will be encouraged to answer in sentences using ‘Mae teddy yn gwisgo’ as prompted by the teacher.  

Additional adult tasks (purpose, outline of additional adults’ role and children’s learning):
TA led activity: 15 minutes
The children will use the IWB with the TA to play a game to dress Lecky the alien. 

The TA will ask the children ‘Sut mae twywdd heddiw?’ regarding the weather outside Lecky’s window and the children will be encouraged to respond in Welsh.  They will then take turns to come up and select the clothing for Lecky that matches the weather.  

As they choose an item of clothing, the TA will model the word in Welsh, encouraging all the children to repeat it before using it in a sentence, e.g. Mae Lecky yn gwisgo cot law’, which the children will again repeat.  The Welsh sentence will be sandwiched with the English, to aid the children in understanding what is being said.

Once the child has chosen Lecky’s clothing, and we have checked if they are correct, we will sing Dillad Lecky using the clothing chosen.


	Resources
-Dillad Tedi Twt story book
-Lyrics for Dillad Tedi
-IWB - http://www.
crickweb.co.uk/
Early-Years.html
-Teddies
-Range of doll’s clothing suitable for sun, rain, and cold weather
-Pictures of different weathers
-Monster traffic lights


Key Vocabulary
-Mae teddy / Lecky yn gwisgo’
-Cot law
-Cot
-Welis
-Sandalau
-Treiners
-Siwpmer
-Trwsers
-Crys-T
-Siorts
-Het law
-Cap
-Het

	Key Questions
-Sut mae twywdd heddiw?
-Beth mae teddy yn wisgo?

AfL
Traffic lighting - The children will be asked to select the appropriate monster for each activity when they have finished to demonstrate their level of understanding of the activity.
Green – I understood and found this easy
Yellow – I understood some of this and found this tricky
Red – I didn’t understand and found this hard

	Curriculum coverage (range and skills) 

Languages, Literacy and Communication – Progression step 1
What matters – Learning about identity and culture through language prepares us to be citizens of Wales and the world
1. I can see links between my languages
What matters – Learners who listen and read effectively are prepared to learn throughout their lives
1. Listening
1. I can respond verbally or non-verbally when listening
1. Reading
2. I can listen and respond to what is read to me
What matters – Learners who speak and write effectively are prepared to play a full part in life and work
1. Speaking
3. I can repeat sounds, words and phrases, copying pronunciation
What matters – Literature fires imagination and inspires creativity
1. I can listen to and join in with Welsh songs and rhymes


	Literacy (LNF) 

Oracy – Developing and presenting information and ideas
Speaking – Include some detail and some relevant vocabulary to extend their ideas or accounts
Listening – Join in, repeat or memorise rhymes and songs 

	Numeracy (LNF)



	DCF

	Thinking
 
	ESDGC

	YCC
Linguistic
The children will be developing the Welsh language skills using songs, games and modelled language.



















LESSON PLAN 2
	Name of Trainee:  Claire Lewis                                        Session ref: May 2020        

Personal Training Targets:

	Class: Year 1

No of chn:  30        Age:  5-6
	Foundation Phase Focus Plan         

1B

	Learning objectives/intentions: 
-They recognise simple and familiar words and phrases that are within their experience
-They write in response to a stimulus to produce a piece of writing
-They use spelling support such as word mats

Success Criteria: 
-I can name three pieces of clothing in Welsh
-I can write one item of clothing that Tedi Twt is wearing
	Meeting learner’s needs: 
All children will be supported by modelling of key vocabulary and sentences.  The Welsh will be sandwiched with English to aid the children in making connections between the languages and aid in their understanding.  Those children who are finding it challenging will receive additional support while other more able children will be encouraged to model language.  Children who are confident will be challenged to use full sentences or extend their sentences.

Further differentiation will take place during the main activity, which is defined below and where appropriate for LA, the clothing description will be written by the teacher and the child will overwrite.

	Introduction / Plenary tasks
	Main Activities
	Resources / Key Vocabulary
	Assessment for Learning (strategies and opportunities)

	Introduction:  15 minutes

The whole class will come to the carpet where the children will listen to the story Dillad Tedi Twt.  

The children will be encouraged to join in with the story using the actions from last week.  The children will be asked ‘Beth mae Tedi Twt yn wisgo?’ before the page is read and children will randomly be chosen to answer using lollipop sticks.  If the answer is in English, then the Welsh will be modelled, and the children will repeat.





Plenary:  5 minutes

A picture of Tedi Twt will be placed on the IWB, the children will be randomly chosen to describe his clothing and the children will then sing Dillad Tedi.
	The children have been discussing the weather during morning Circle Time for several months.  They learnt about clothing last week through repetition, song and practical activities.  Discussion of their clothing has been repeated during morning Circle Time, encouraging them to use the Welsh words for what they are wearing and singing Dillad ____ about one child each morning.

Trainee focused task (purpose, outline of trainee’s role and children’s learning):  

Main Activity:  20 minutes
The children will be given a blank picture of Tedi Twt and asked to select a weather picture which will be stuck onto the page. They will be asked ‘Sut mae tywydd heddiw?’ regarding their picture and we will discuss the clothing they feel is appropriate for Tedi Twt to wear.  As they name the items they wish to draw, they will be encouraged to do so in Welsh, and those that are uncertain will have these modelled for them and encouraged to repeat the word.  Pictures of the different clothing will be available to the children to aid them in drawing the items. 

When they have finished, they will be asked ‘Beth mae Tedi Twt yn wisgo?’ and be prompted to answer ‘Mae Tedi Twt yn gwisgo….’ with one item of clothing.  

The children will finish by writing a sentence underneath their picture describing what Tedi Twt is wearing using the modelled sentence.  A word mat will be provided to support them in their writing and the sentence starter will be provided for the children to copy where appropriate.

LA – The start of the sentence will be provided, and the children will complete the sentence to describe one item of clothing that Tedi Twt is wearing.  

MA – The start of the sentence will be provided, and the children will complete the sentence describing two items of clothing that Tedi Twt is wearing.  

HA – The children will write a full sentence describing at least one item of clothing that Tedi Twt is wearing.

Extension – Those that are confident will describe all the clothing Tedi Twt is wearing in a full sentence.

Additional adult tasks (purpose, outline of additional adults’ role and children’s learning):

	Resources
-Dillad Tedi Twt story book
-Blank picture of Tedi Twt stuck into Welsh book
-Pictures of different weathers
-Pictures of clothing for rain, sun and cold weather
-Writing pencils
-Coloured pencils
-Word mats for clothing
-Sentence starters
-Monster traffic lights



Key Vocabulary
-Mae Tedi Twt yn gwisgo’
-Cot law
-Cot
-Welis
-Sandalau
-Treiners
-Siwpmer
-Trwsers
-Crys-T
-Siorts
-Het law
-Cap

	Key Questions
-Sut mae twywdd heddiw?
-Beth mae Tedi Twt yn wisgo?


AfL
Random selection – The children will be chosen to answer questions using lollipop sticks.  If they are unsure of an answer, they can ask a friend to help them or respond in English and the teacher will model the Welsh and encourage repetition.

Traffic lighting - The children will be asked to select the appropriate monster at the end of the activity to demonstrate their level of understanding.
Green – I understood and found this easy
Yellow – I understood some of this and found this tricky
Red – I didn’t understand and found this hard

	Curriculum coverage (range and skills) 

Languages, Literacy and Communication – Progression step 1
What matters – Learning about identity and culture through language prepares us to be citizens of Wales and the world
1. I can see links between my languages
What matters – Learners who listen and read effectively are prepared to learn throughout their lives
1. Listening
6. I can respond verbally and non-verbally when listening
1. Reading 
7. I can listen and respond to what is read to me
7. I can answer questions about things which are read to me
What matters – Learners who speak and write effectively are prepared to play a full part in life and work
1. Speaking
8. I can repeat sounds, words and phrases, copying pronunciation
1. Writing
9. I can express familiar Welsh sounds, words and phrases in writing


	Literacy (LNF) 

Oracy – Developing and presenting information and ideas
Speaking – Include some detail and some relevant vocabulary to extend their ideas or accounts
Listening – Join in, repeat or memorise rhymes and songs

Writing 
Organising ideas and information – Meaning, purposes, readers 
-Communicate purposefully in writing
-Talk about what they are going to write
-Write words, phrases and simple sentence and read back own attempts

Organising ideas and information – Structure and organisation
-Follow a form modelled by the teacher

	Numeracy (LNF)



	DCF

	Thinking
 
	ESDGC

	YCC
Linguistic
The children will be developing the Welsh language skills using questioning and modelled language.

They will further develop their understanding of Welsh as a written language through their sentence writing.





