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1. Introduction 
Academic skills are evaluated as competencies that are beneficial for students and academic practitioners in their academic pursuits and learning activities. Academic skills allow students to excel in making academic reports and research works. Some of the common academic skills include “communication skills,” “problem-solving ability,” “critical thinking skills,” “analytical skills” and so on. One of the key issues in the field of education is there is a lack of scope for adaptive learning. Teachers need to prioritise the learning preferences of the students while presenting them with lesson plans or learning modules. In this report, we will discuss the concept of research skills. An effective elaboration of the academic writing process will be elaborated. Moreover, the significance of research skills will be explored in this report. The next section of the report will discuss referencing and the technique through which referencing is performed. Additionally, it will reflect on the significance of referencing among Higher education students.   
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The term research skills are evaluated as the ability of an individual to identify, extract, arrange, evaluate and present a given set of information in a meaningful manner (Lee, Hu and Bilszta, 2020). In the field of education, academic research is performed. Academic research is a specific form of the methodical approach taken by researchers to present data and meaningful information in a specific field of education. Commonly academic research works involve a detailed investigation of the particular research topic and a critical analysis of the research question. 
A critical aspect of academic research work is academic writing. Academic writing is also explained as a formal way of presenting information in educational institutions (Osmond, 2023). Some of the common examples of academic writing include essays, individual reports, research proposals and so on. The main purpose of developing academic writing is to provide the readers with the opportunity to explore a particular idea and present the information, appropriately. The most common stages involved in academic writing include research of the idea regarding which the information needs to be presented (Wilmer, 2023). Following this, a draft of the report or academic write-up is made. Additionally, referencing is also considered a crucial aspect of academic writing. The other steps involved in the process of academic writing are formatting, editing and proofreading. 
A major aspect of academic writing is dependent on the ability of the writer to demonstrate effective research skills. The primary importance of research skills includes the ability of the individual to identify valuable information. It allows an individual to identify new opportunities that can facilitate their learning and development process. Research skills are a crucial factor, that influences the overall knowledge base of an individual (Indeed, 2022). Alongside this, it also allows people to stay informed regarding the market scenario, thus allowing them to build a credible knowledge base. Moreover, research skills can be considered an important aspect that allows individuals to build a concrete foundation of knowledge and ideas (Huy and Thuy, 2021). It increases their overall ability to communicate and present information in a precise manner. In the academic setting, effective research skills allow students to identify and present information effectively. It increases their ability to organise facts and analyse them to reach a specific conclusion. 
Some of the primary examples of research skills include, “critical thinking, attention to details communication and time management” (Indeed, 2022). The critical thinking skill allows the researchers to get to reasonable conclusions after adequately analysing a range of data points. On the other hand, communication skills, or written communication skills allows the researchers to present the research activities in an easy-to-understand and simple manner. Alongside, the ability of the researchers to keep an eye for details and include authentic information is considered another major factor, that directly influences the validity of the research. Lastly, every researcher needs to acknowledge the time and respect the timeline allocated for the particular research project. This will allow them to complete the entire research work without any major delays.     
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Referencing can be explained as the practice of “acknowledging the different sources, that are utilised while framing a research work” (Scribbr. UK, 2022). The application of appropriate references supports the readers in identifying the sources related used to frame the research project. Typically, a reference consists of the author or co-authors' names, the date of publication of the report or journal, the title of the report or journal, and the company that published the research work in the first place. In some cases, it might also consist of the volume and page number of the research work along with the “Digital Object Identifier” or DOI (Cloete, 2020). There are two major ways through which referencing takes place, “in-text citation” and “end-text citation.” In-text citations are explained as a brief reference that is included within the document, whereas, end-text citations are complete references that are mostly found at the end of the document. The end-text citations are often listed in alphabetical order at the end of a report or research work (Stevens and Duque, 2019). Mostly, in-text citations are made to acknowledge the author and it consists of the last name of the author, along with the year of publication of the research work. An instance of intext citation can be Smith, 2020, written with an opening and closing parenthesis. 
The primary reason for including citations is that it allows the researcher to avoid plagiarism. While taking information from other researchers' work, their intellectual properties are used (Cloete, 2020). However, it is not fair to use research work without acknowledging the efforts of the writers. Thus, the inclusion of citations is very important. Alongside this, the end-text citations can be used by future readers to identify the sources used for specific research work and further deduce information according to their convenience. 
In higher education, referencing can be considered a key skill that allows students to improve the quality of their work. The application of valid and reliable references can support the students in presenting strong arguments related to a particular text (Santini, 2018, p.3). Along with this, the development of referencing increases the overall knowledge of the students to identify ideas and discussions related to a particular topic and further interpret concepts related to the topic. Moreover, referencing also allows students to increase their critical thinking and analytical skills. They provide the students with the ability to look for details. Identification of appropriate sources for research work, through the development of proper referencing skills, is essential for students. For instance, a student exploring the business scenario of a particular organisation and referring to appropriate statistical data sources will have credible work.
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Thus, from the above report, the importance of research and referencing skills are explored. The report has provided an extensive description of the concept of research skills. The significance of research skills and their implication in the development of academic writing is explored. Alongside this, the report has also highlighted the various ways, developing appropriate research skills can support the students in developing good quality research works. The next section of the report has explored the meaning of referencing. The specific ways through which references are developed are also explained in this section of the report. Moreover, the relationship between appropriate referencing styles and plagiarism is also identified in this report. Lastly, the significance of referencing among higher education students is also discussed in this report. 
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