
ESSAY                        IMPORTANCE OF CHILDREN SAFEGUARDING POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 



This paper offers an in-depth discussion on children safeguarding policies and procedures also highlighting its importance. Moreover, defining safeguarding and the relation to age, disability, gender reassignment, race, religion or belief, sex, or sexual orientation, and equal protection from harm of any kind. Furthermore, this paper draws upon two high profile safeguarding cases in the last 20 years Baby P and Victoria Climbie. On the other hand, the discussion will examine all aspects of safeguarding children, United Nations Rights of a Child (UNCRC) and Children Act 2004. This paper further offers plausible recommendations based upon findings below.
Child protection and Safeguarding are key policies created and put in place to ensure every child has life free of any harm or abuse. Everyone working with children and young people has a duty to keep them safe. That is why all the relating agencies exist, to intertwine their work and their common goal is children’s safety and wellbeing. The agencies which have a legal right to intervene if child abuse is suspected are Social Services, the Police, and the National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC). When different agencies and professionals share information and work together effectively, they can protect children and young people from harm as well as safeguard their welfare. Professionals such as- Social workers, police, National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC), Health visitor, medical staff, Care and educational staff, Children psychologist, and anyone else working with children. The purpose of all this multi agencies working in partnership is to ensure children safety in any aspect of life. As stated in Section 47 of the Children Act 1989 - that children’s services must make child protection enquiries if: They suspect a child is suffering significant harm, they suspect a child is likely to suffer significant harm, a child is in police protection or child is under an emergency protection order. Not only local authorities have the responsibility to safeguard children, but everyone also who work with children and their families have this responsibility. This is the reason why the 2004 Children’s Act was introduced as a development and extension of the same act from 1989. The main way in which the 2004 Children’s Act differentiates from the 1989 Children’s Act is in its focus on ensuring that all people (both individuals and organisations) that are working with children have a responsibility for safeguarding children and promoting their welfare. Furthermore, another reason for that the Children’s Act 1989 was considered to be no longer work for its purpose, and the Children’s Act 2004 was introduced instead, was the result of an inquiry into the death of Victoria Climbie. Eight-year-old Victoria Climbie was tortured and murdered by her great-aunt and her boyfriend in 2000, this led to public outrage and calls for a public inquiry. The result of this inquiry was the Children’s Act 2004 and major changes in the way that child protection policies were implemented in the UK. (Childrens Act 2004, November 1, (2022). However, the death of Victoria Climbié, placed the spotlight on the alleged failure of all child welfare organizations to safeguard and protect vulnerable children (Department of Health, 2001b, 2001c)
Another child became victim of the failing system is Peter Connelly-died in August 2007 at home in Haringey, north London, after months of abuse. Known also as Baby P this little boy endure unbelievable abuse and was failed by authorities. As mentioned in reports details reveal the incompetence of social workers, doctors, lawyers and police. Failing to collaborate and work closely together it caused unenviable damages which could be prevented in early stages. All the agencies and authorities undergo suitable training, furthermore, there are policies and procedures they need to follow in order to utilise children’s wellbeing and safety. Promoting wellness and safety to families it can be challenging task at a times, however responsible professionals are aware of the challenging job ahead. The only agenda in this demanding work is the best interest of every child involved. Child protection services (CPS) must enforce and implement children’s rights there are laws, policies and procedures which are created to aide their actions.
Where professionals went wrong. There are areas where communication, collaboration, record keeping, sharing of information raising concern, thorough investigating was not working well enough. Failing to recognise the risk caused them endure months of pain and horror and all this could be simply prevented if the created laws, policies ad procedures are followed and implemented, and all agencies worked well in partnership. Also, going extra mile would be beneficial when there are children involved. The policies and procedures are in place for a reason however, it is easy to slip between the cracks and what is happening goes undetected. Ineffective communication between social services, doctors, police, and schools. Not investigating, incompetency of all professional shows there are changes that need to be done. Furthermore, late intervention and failing to raise concerns can make agencies job harder. Missed opportunities, miscommunication, no records, overruled decision are also part of the failed factors. Also, dismissing details because they do not seem important it can be crucial as sometime this can lead to unravelling many cases. As for example in the case of baby P, was failed to mention mums partner who was key abuser, it was only briefly mentioned the fact that his mum was also placed in the child protection register at the age of 10, because of neglect and what the childhood trauma may cause her behaviour and impact her parenting as well. When parents experience neglect or any abuse they may later on projected on their own children. According to the World Health Organization, “having been maltreated themselves as a child or having difficulty bonding with their new-born” (World Health Organization, 2016) are both risk factors for occurrence of child maltreatment. Similarly, issues experienced within a family such as “family breakdown” (World Health Organization, 2016) may increase the risk factors for child maltreatment to occur. However, parents that have experienced childhood maltreatment themselves face additional barriers to preventing the intergenerational transmission of childhood maltreatment to their own children (Walker, 2007, p. 79). The professionals should identify and use suitable solutions to help the parents and children as effective interventions when working with parents to help them improve their parenting skills are vital and beneficial. Many factors can affect parent skills and lead to unhealthy parenting skills. Children whose parents grew up in similar circumstances of trauma, abuse, or neglect exposure can experience completely different childhoods depending on their parent’s ability to form healthy attachment and social connections (Unger, 2014, p. 3). “A critical variable that determines the long-term effects of abuse or neglect appears to be the meaning that the victim gives the experience” (van der Kolk & Fisler, 1994, p. 2). Parents who are survivors of childhood abuse, neglect, and trauma often do not have the capability to communicate their own true feelings to their children. Survivors of childhood abuse “often fail to develop the capacity to express specific and differentiated emotions” (van der Kolk & Fisler, 1994, p. 1). This lack of emotional intelligence will affect a child’s ability to develop the language needed to identify and communicate the way they feel about themselves (van der Kolk & Fisler, 1994, p. 2). “If a person has been treated cruelly and sadistically in his own childhood and has resolved his feelings about this, there is an increased likelihood that he will then repeat this pattern of parenting with his own children” (Walker, 2007, p. 80). This problem could easily become an intergenerational issue if an intervention is not made with the parent who struggles with these issues, professional’s role is to prevent this from occurring by intertwining well all policies and procedures and working very well together with the children and their families. By collaborative working between all agencies, positive outcome is more likely to happen. The Children Act 1989 recognised that the identification and investigation of child abuse, together with the protection and support of victims and their families, requires multiagency collaboration. As part of that protection, action has been taken, usually by the police and social services, to prosecute known offenders or control their access to vulnerable children. 
Key policies and procedures are created with the aim to be used and implemented by multi agencies working with children to safeguard them and keep them safe. When all are followed and applied the positive outcomes will be shown, however if agencies pass the ball around or blame each other for not taking the necessary steps this resolves in fatalities and children put at risk. Further more training and solutions need to be created to help agencies work more effective. Staffing and authority should be higher, so nothing is missed. Professionals should not overlook even the smallest detail and always share concern. Missed opportunities, misdiagnoses and missed chances for many children who could be living today. 
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