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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:

Are male victims of domestic abuse less likely to report incidents to the police in fear of not being believed, villainised or stigmatised?

INTRODUCTION:

If a male suffering from domestic abuse was to google the definition of domestic abuse, the search engines first page would be heavily aimed at support for female and children, portraying them as victims and thus possibly unintentionally villainising males as the perpetrators. (Google. 2024) 

The definition of domestic abuse according to Women’s Aid is an incident or pattern of incidents of controlling, coercive, threatening, degrading and violent behaviour, including sexual violence, in the majority of cases by a partner or ex-partner, but also by a family member or carer. (Women’s Aid, 2024). The college of policing explanation for domestic abuse does indeed mirror this but does include that perpetrator must be the aged 16 or over. (College of Policing. 2024)

In 2018, the Crime Survey for England and Wales estimated that in 2017, 1.9 million adults aged 16 to 59 years experienced domestic abuse. Of those 1.9 million people, 713 thousand of those were male. (Office for National Statistics. 2018) 

In 2023, the Crime Survey for England and Wales estimated that in 2023, 2.1 million people aged 16 and over experienced domestic abuse, 751 thousand of those were male. (Office for National Statistics. 2023)

Between the 2017 and 2023, the amount of people experiencing domestic abuse rose by 200 thousand. Of those 200 thousand people, 38 thousand were male. This shows a massive disparity between male and female. 

The percentage of males experiencing or reporting domestic abuse incidents has fallen by 2% despite the fact that more people have reported domestic violence in 2023. 

In 2020, ManKind.Org.Uk published a report by Toni Holt that gave a critical exploration of why men are failing to report Domestic Abuse. 

“Domestic abuse is perceived as a gendered crime, with male perpetrators and female victims. There is a dearth of research which has rendered male victims indiscernible. Resources are predominately aimed at females, which leaves half the population without any support. This is a critical exploration into the gendered bias which surrounds female perpetrated domestic abuse and the reasons behind why males fail to report any abuse suffered.” (Holt. 2020). 

It is the aim of this project is to raise awareness of male domestic abuse victims and the overall standard of the improvement required within the police training to better equip officers attending domestic abuse incidents.   



 
 






	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

This research will be conducted and undertaken through both research of openly sourced literature and statistics and through the means of an online questionnaire. 

Although at this time the number of participants can not be confirmed, it is intended that approx. 20-50 people will partake voluntarily. The objectives being:

· To identify why some men may be reluctant to seek police assistance when experiencing a domestic abuse situation. 

· To explore what the participants views are in relation to males suffering domestic abuse and if they believe police officers operate with an unconscious bias.


· To understand if the current police training surrounding male victims of domestic abuse is fit for purpose and what amendments could be made to better equip police officers dealing with male victims in order for more males to freely identify themselves without fear of not being believed, villainised or stigmatised. 


The aim of the online questionnaire will be to explore the mindset of male participants in relation to the title question and if the findings differ from those serving within the police force. 


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

It is anticipated that in addition to information and statistics already openly available and sourced, it will be accompanied with new findings. It is intended that throughout this research, a wide range of sources are used from both public bodied and other organisations in this specific field.

As this is a relevant and topical area within law enforcement there are many journals and articles and potential models that will be utilised. 

Alongside the literature and statistic review, the online questionnaire will identify the overall knowledge and understanding from the public and those in law enforcement and their individual viewpoints. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

A proposed online questionnaire containing multiple open and closed questions would best compliment the openly sources research that will be undertaken. Due to the timescale that this research will need, an online questionnaire would be considered a timely assist and come at no monetary cost to the research being undertaken. This questionnaire will be sent via emails and alternative links to a wide range of men and those persons serving in the police force. The questionnaire will be voluntary and confidential, thus allowing participants to complete it in their own time and with no repercussions on them. This will allow a fair and true reflection toward the research. 



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

A target of between 20 and 50 men will be requested to complete the voluntary questionnaire. It is the aim of the research to have an evenly based spilt between of those persons completing it, with half of those completing it working within law enforcement, and half not.  This should allow a fair a concise reflection on the findings. Those completing it will be over the age of 18 years and will not be sent to any person who may be deemed as being vulnerable.


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

All ethical issues have been considered for this proposal and no ethical issues have been identified. This is due to the questionnaire being aimed at consenting participants over the age of 18.


	TIME SCALE:

On completing and acceptance of the research proposal form, a carefully designed online questionnaire with a multiple of open and closed questions for the participants to answer. This will then be sent via email or alternative link to approx.20 -50 people. A deadline for completing of the questionnaire will be determined so that the research findings can be assessed and analysed for use within the dissertation project. 
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