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Classical criminology examines crime and criminal behaviour from a deterministic standpoint. It assumes that individuals make an informed and conscientious decision to commit a crime, and that this decision is influenced by the costs and benefits of the act. Individuals, according to classical criminology, will assess the costs (risk of punishment) and advantages (pleasure/illicit gains) of a crime before determining whether to conduct it, and they will choose to commit a crime if they believe the benefits outweigh the costs.
Evidence-based policing is an approach to law enforcement that emphasises the use of data and research to influence police conduct and enhance public safety. This strategy stresses the use of empirical facts and analysis to determine the most effective and efficient strategies for combating crime and reducing fear in local areas. With this strategy, cops utilise crime mapping, intelligence-led policing, evidence-based techniques, and technological tools to identify and respond to criminal activity (College of Policing, 2022).
The classical criminological paradigm is fundamental to evidence-based policing because it enables police to better comprehend the motives, behaviours, and decision-making processes of offenders. By understanding these components of criminal behaviour, officers can employ evidence-based approaches to respond to and reduce crime in their communities more effectively. In addition, understanding the cost/benefit analysis of a crime can offer cops with a better knowledge of how to frame their responses in order to dissuade criminal activity. This may involve an increase in police presence in high-crime areas or the implementation of particular deterrents suited to criminal conduct (such as increasing penalties or installing cameras). Evidence-based policing is a proactive approach to crime prevention, and the classical criminological framework assists police in targeting their efforts in the most efficient and successful manner (Telep, 2018).
Classical criminology derives from the writings of Cesare Beccaria and Jeremy Bentham (Secolo and Schofield, 2019), who believed that humans can manage their conduct and should therefore be held accountable for their actions. Both Beccaria and Bentham felt that certain sanctions, including fines and jail, could prevent criminal behaviour. They also maintained that deterrence is a more effective method of crime prevention than punishment.

• Describe how traditional criminology influences evidence-based policing
A crucial component of evidence-based policing is traditional criminology. Evidence-based policing is a kind of policing that employs data and research to evaluate and detect criminal patterns, drive resource allocation decisions, and concentrate public safety operations.
The theories of traditional criminology can assist determine which methods and approaches are most effective for preventing and reducing crime. For instance, Beccaria and Bentham's ideas regarding deterrence offer a foundation for evidence-based police techniques, such as the employment of punishments to discourage criminal behaviour. Evidence-based policing also leverages research, such as crime mapping, to identify crime hot spots in a given location and then employs targeted methods, such as a heightened police presence or the deployment of additional resources, to reduce the crime rate in that area (Okada, 2015).
Evidence-based policing can help decrease and prevent crime in a community by integrating data, research, and theories from traditional criminology (College of Policing, 2021).
Classical criminology is a sort of criminological theory that arose in the 18th century and is based on the notion that criminals assess the potential benefits of their illicit conduct against the penalties they may pay if they are caught. This idea promotes evidence-based policing by aiding in the comprehension of criminal behaviour and its causes. It serves as a resource for police officers in their pursuit of justice, providing direction on the most effective methods of criminal investigation and prosecution (College of Policing, 2013).
Classical criminology is predicated on the notion that offenders weigh the costs and rewards of committing a crime before making reasonable judgements. This has ramifications for evidence-based policing since it enables police to comprehend the motivations behind particular sorts of crimes and to direct their efforts accordingly. For instance, if an officer is aware that a particular sort of crime is motivated by financial gain, he or she can hunt for indications that aid to identify the perpetrators. This can assist law enforcement conduct investigations and allocate resources more efficiently.
Classical criminology also offers insight into the long-term consequences of criminal behaviour and the harm it can cause to society. It assists law enforcement in comprehending the negative effects of criminal activities on the community. This understanding can be used by evidence-based policing to establish effective prevention efforts. For instance, if it is known that certain characteristics increase the likelihood that a given sort of crime would occur, police can target people at risk, such as juveniles or members of a certain group (ONS, 2018).
In general, classical criminology offers a framework for comprehending crime and criminality and aids in evidence-based policing. It aids in the identification of effective investigation and prosecution techniques and directs police personnel in their pursuit of justice. In addition, it explains the long-term repercussions of crime and the harm it can cause to society. By employing an evidence-based strategy, police departments can use these findings to lower the frequency of crime (GOV.UK, 2021).
Evidence-based policing is an approach to policing that stresses the use of research and analysis to inform the creation, implementation, and evaluation of police initiatives, policies, and practises. It is primarily based on scientific methodologies and the establishment of best practises, which are supported by empirical evidence and data-driven techniques. POP, or Problem-Oriented Policing, encourages officers to collaborate with other police agencies, community groups, and researchers to find answers to crime problems (Hinkle et al., 2020). Strategic Approaches to Community-Oriented Policing, or SARA, is an evidence-based police strategy that identifies problems, plans responses, implements solutions, and evaluates results (Burton and McGregor, 2018). Using crime statistics and intelligence research, hotspot policing pinpoint’s locations and periods where criminal activity is expected to grow.
Classical criminology contributes to evidence-based policing by providing an understanding of what causes criminal behaviour and its repercussions. Classical criminology is centred on the concept of free will and the concept of deterrence, which states that potential offenders perceive the risk of being detected is greater than the reward of committing the crime (Schafer, 1976). This implies that evidence-based policing techniques are intended to target places where criminals are likely to congregate and discourage criminal conduct by emphasising the consequences of being detected. In order to maximise the effectiveness of policing activities, evidence-based policing also uses crime data and analysis to allocate resources, establish tactics, and analyse the impact of enforcement initiatives. Evidence-based policing draws on the knowledge gathered from traditional criminology to build effective policies and practises, as well as to inform judgements regarding the most efficient resource allocation.
Classical criminology aids in the comprehension of criminal conduct by offering a framework for identifying its causes and motivations. This entails understanding the goals and motivations of potential offenders as well as the potential repercussions of their acts (Ministry of Justice, 2018). Considering this, evidence-based policing is able to apply the tenets of Classical criminology to the creation of strategies for preventing and stopping crime.
In evidence-based policing, traditional criminology methodologies are utilised to develop proactive measures for combating criminal activity (Telep, 2018). Evidence-based policing is able to develop the most rational solutions to a problem by combining factual facts regarding criminal behaviour with an understanding of the motivations of criminals. For instance, using evidence-based policing, police officers may examine crime data to identify hotspots and execute preventive methods, such as expanding foot patrols (Cebcp.org, 2018). In order to devise more effective remedies, officers may also apply traditional criminology to comprehend the motivations and causes behind particular types of crime.
Classical criminology contributes to evidence-based policing by providing a framework for comprehending criminal behaviour. By comprehending the underlying causes and motivations of criminal behaviour, police personnel can apply the tenets of classical criminology to develop more informed, proactive responses to criminal activity (ResearchGate, n.d.). These tactics are the cornerstone of evidence-based policing.
Evidence-based policing (EBP) is founded on the premise that decisions should be influenced by data and evaluation findings of implemented initiatives. Classical criminology is a school of thought within criminology that precedes the birth of EBP and provides crucial insight into the development of treatments for terrorist actions with a specific objective (UNODC, 2019). According to the tenets of traditional criminology, the commission of a crime is a deliberate, calculated decision undertaken by individuals in order to maximise their personal benefits while minimising the danger of detection or punishment. As a result, policy interventions performed by law enforcement can effectively target characteristics that discourage offenders from committing a crime or returning to criminal activity after punishment.
EBP can be used to target a range of actions intended to dissuade terrorist conduct within the context of terrorism. For instance, greater surveillance may be used to detect terrorist acts in advance or identify individuals who may be prone to committing such crimes. The potential threat posed by potential terrorists can be mitigated by implementing measures that prevent people regarded to be at risk from gaining access to the materials required to commit a terrorist act (Cpni.gov.uk, 2014). In addition, evidence-based policing could be used to inform preventive initiatives to lessen the possibility of an attack, such as the implementation of education programmes meant to reduce radicalization and extremist views (National Institute of Justice, n.d.).
Classical criminology, in addition to evidence-based policing, provides insight into how individuals become involved in terrorist operations. By comprehending the motivations behind terrorist operations, it is possible to design interventions that effectively address the underlying causes of crime and terrorism. In addition, a set of regulations that diminish the incentive to engage in terrorist acts can be devised. Popular interventions informed by the tenets of evidence-based policing and traditional criminology may be valuable weapons for mitigating the dangers posed by terrorist activities.
In 1764, the Italian philosopher Cesare Beccaria formulated a philosophy of criminal justice known as classic criminology (www.lawteacher.net, n.d.). This strategy emphasises deterrence and a free-will paradigm of criminal conduct. According to traditional criminology, criminal activity is motivated by an individual's logical cost-benefit analysis. According to this notion, punishments should be strong, certain, and rapid in order to dissuade potential criminals.
Evidence-based policing is a theory and, consequently, a methodology used to examine and implement police operations, take initiatives, and establish new practises. It is predicated on utilising quantitative and qualitative knowledge to inform and direct police conduct and decision-making. Using the scientific method, the evidence-based police methodology determines the efficacy of each incident response and crime prevention action in a specific context (Bueermann, 2012). It tries to employ data-driven adaptive tactics that are congruent with the values and beliefs of the community‌ (Bullock and Tilley, 2009).
Comparing the two models of classical criminology and evidence-based policing reveals that both ideas are grounded in a scientific approach to criminal justice research. Both methods aim to avoid crime and illegal behaviour by collecting data and determining the optimal way to handle circumstances (StuDocu, n.d.).
Classical criminology's benefits lay in its effectiveness in discouraging criminal behaviour through logic and cost-benefit analysis, which is advantageous for all criminal justice-related activities (StuDocu, n.d.). On the other hand, evidence-based policing provides an opportunity to analyse the efficacy of police operations by utilising community-collected data, resulting in more accurate police choices.
Classical criminology's flaws include its inability to account for the core causes of crime, which are frequently irrational decisions, and its inability to address concerns of social context or how society influences individuals' decisions. Occasionally, evidence-based policing can be excessively strict and inflexible, failing to account for the officer's judgement, intuition, or the dynamics of circumstances that are constantly evolving.
In general, classical criminology lays the groundwork for evidence-based policing and offers a scientific approach to crime prevention. Using data produced from the community, the evidence-based policing method modernises the traditional model and provides flexibility to policing decisions (Impact Map | University of Cambridge, 2021).
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