                                                           Abortion Act 1967
David Steel introduced the abortion act in 1967 due to a high amount of illegal and unsafe abortions in the United Kingdom. In this essay it will give examples of how illegal abortions were carried out and their consequences, why the act did not extend to Northern Ireland and explain the legal circumstances.
In the 1960s abortions were a criminal offence in the United Kingdom (UK) and thousands of women would permanently damage their health, or possibly lose their life due to unsafe illegal abortions. Abortions were a common experience and many women would drink bleach, have very hot baths or even use a needle or crochet hook to try and induce a miscarriage. Backstreet abortions where carried out by unskilled people, someone with little nursing experience or someone who had worked in a hospital. Those who performed the procedure as well as the woman who carried out the abortion would be sent to prison. (Gander, 2017) The Abortion Act came into place and was sponsored by David Steel in 1967, legalising abortions under certain conditions. If the pregnancy is terminated by a registered medical practitioner, then they shall not be guilty of the abortion offence. By law a termination can only take place if the pregnancy is twenty-four week or less. But in other circumstances, if the mother’s life is at risk or the unborn child has severe disability’s then there could be a possibility of a termination after the twenty fourth week. Self-medication of drugs to bring on a miscarriage at any time is still illegal in the UK. (Archives, 2019) Trying to reduce the percentage of woman having abortions the National Health Service (NHS) introduced the first contraceptive pill to the UK in 1961, but this didn’t necessarily reduce backstreet abortions as the pill was only available to married woman. According to (Bridge, 2019) In 1967 when the abortion act came into place the pill was then available to all women, and now being taken by 3.5 million women between the ages of 16 – 49.
The Abortion Act was legalised to England, Scotland and Wales in 1967 but the Act didn’t take place in Northern Ireland due to their high religious Christianity beliefs, although in very exceptional circumstances if there is a risk to physical or mental health with permanent or long-term consequences a termination may be carried out. This does not include rape or incest. Although the abortion act doesn’t take place in Northern Ireland, it appears to be legal that women have the rights to travel to the UK to have a termination (Kelly, 2019).
[bookmark: _GoBack] This essay has concluded that although abortions are made legal it is still a criminal offence to bring on a missed carriage without a medical practitioner consent, and that the time scale of twenty-four weeks remains for legal abortions. Women can travel from Northern Ireland to England, Scotland or Wales for a termination but remains illegal for the termination to take place in Northern Ireland.
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