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Topic: Explore and evaluate the use of body-worn cameras in evidence-based policing
[bookmark: _Toc138517468]1. Introduction
As per Albrecht et al., (2019, p. 9), police in a country or region are responsible for managing the law and order of that area. The police have to be constantly vigilant about the situation in the area so that criminal activities can be stopped or limited with their approach. Different criminals and their participation in criminal activities need to be controlled by the police so that a peaceful environment in the locality can be maintained. Maintaining the legal structure of the area and withholding justice depends on the police in the area. The principles of policing suggest that a person cannot be proven guilty of a crime if there is no evidence suggesting it (John and Gurav, 2021, p. 200). This is to maintain the freedom of individuals and also to avoid the capturing of the wrong person. This prospect has given rise to evidence-based policing which implies that no person without proven guilt should be captured. This essay would be aimed at discussing evidence-based policing and the use of body-worn cameras as valid pieces of evidence.
[bookmark: _Toc138517469]2. Main Analysis
Defining the principles and engaging in effective problem-solving techniques and evidence-based policing along with the application of body-worn cameras
As suggested by Pepper and McGrath (2020, p. 2), the work of the police is constant and the police officials work to provide safety and security to the public. They are public servants and their work affects the livelihood of many people. This increases the responsibility of their work and there are no exceptions to the work if the normalcy in the life of all the people residing in a particular area is considered. There have been several possibilities which have made the work of the police a definite for the public or public organisations (Heyer and Albrecht, 2019). Police organisations have to develop impartiality in their work and be more just in their work. The responsibility of providing a lawful and proper service to the people. This made it necessary to evolve the practices followed by the police officials to improve the transparency in their service. The police have to investigate the matter thoroughly and only pursue the matter with the availability of proper evidence about it. This would introduce transparency in the work of the police. This type of policing is known as evidence-based policing. Working in the same parallels the idea of using body-worn cameras. Body-worn cameras are a choice which can improve the evidence-collection and reduce the need of working to collect the data for the officers. It would also boost the transparency in the work of officials elevating the trust of the public.
The high significance of the work of the police has resulted in many definitions coming out so that a dictum can be prepared about the ethical and legal nature of police work. A prominent code of policing which was developed by Sir Robert Peel in 1829 summarises the duties of police officials and the police departments in general (Future Learn, 2022). There are a total of nine principles which have been suggested by Sir Robert Peel about policing practices. These principles provide some insight into the evaluation of body-worn cameras as a possible tool to help in evidence-based policing. 
Preventing Crime and Disorder
The police are the only barrier which prevents crime in the area. Maintaining the law and successfully avoiding any criminal activities is the primary objective of a police official. Police organisations have to take care of criminal activities effectively to prevent chaos and crime in the designated area. Criminals would be very much cautious and reduce their activities if they understand that police are wearing cameras.
Police Powers and Public Approval
The powers of the police are derived from the public which means that the police officials do not have any power over the public and they are just servants to provide care and safety in the area. Police officials have to perform their duties keeping in mind the freedom of a person and only within the scope of the law. The trust within the police force would increase as the public comes to understand the usage of body-worn cameras.
Cooperation with the Public
Police cannot perform their duties without the cooperation of the public. This needs to be understood as the police officials work with the public. There is a need to develop healthy communication and hence cooperation with the public so that the performance of the organisations can improve. The police would be able to properly cooperate with the public as the cameras would provide ready evidence of everything the police officer does.
Avoid the Usage of Force
The police are required to work with the public without exerting force in their work. Police officials have to be involved with the public and develop cooperation so that there is minimal usage of force with the public. There would be less friction between the police and the public as the cameras would be recording everything.
Impartiality in Serving the Law
Police are tasked with law enforcement in the public. They are required to adhere to the law in their work and remember to uphold legally correct procedures to deal with different situations. Impartiality with the work of the police would be enhanced as the cameras would provide evidence of the situation and the correct course of action would be determined.
Use Force in Necessary Situations
The rightful duty of police suggests they can use force, however, it is only permitted in emergency situations. There are different definitions of emergency in the legal bodies around the world. The police officials have to comprehend the situation based on their critical thinking and then only force is allowed to be used.
Understanding the Nature of Duty
Police are people and therefore a part of the public. An off-duty police official is counted as public. This concludes that the police should work with the public by considering them the same as them and no different. This would improve their service to the public and they would be able to serve more appropriately.
Professionalism in Duty
Professionalism in duty has to be maintained, which means that outside the field of duty and hours, after their duty is over, police officers do not hold the same status. The police are the same as normal people and hence act like them.
Prevention is better than Controlling
There is a need to prevent crime before it has happened and not control it after. This measure defines the role of the police in the community. The role of the police is to keep the crime away from the area they are responsible for. Working to prevent the crime from happening is better than letting it happen. Body-worn cameras would help in the prevention of crimes as the criminal activities would be recorded by the police and they would be able to capture the criminals from further committing the crime.
Rationale and the Implication of the National Decision-Making Model and its application to selected policing practice
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Figure 1: National Decision-Making Model 
(Source: Mattock, 2020)
The police personnel are required to follow ethics, law and equality into account so that fairness in their practice can be reflected. This can be used to evaluate the necessity to use body-worn cameras by the police. The National Decision-making Model (NDM). NDM has been used by police officers to help them decide the best course of action in a situation while dealing with the cases they are involved in. There are five objectives in the NDM which ensure that the code of ethics would be followed by the police officer in dealing with the situation and following a proper course of action (Northamptonshire Police, 2023). These objectives propel each other and also protect the code of ethics in the work of the police. 
Gather information and intelligence
Gathering information about the situation so as to get the full picture of what happened is the primary task of the police. The police cannot take action without carefully analysing all the facts and then working on the case (Docsity, 2023). This action of the police would be assisted by the body-worn cameras. The cameras would enhance the data collection practices and also improve the insight into the matter with the evidence collection becoming easier.
Assess threats and risks and develop a working strategy
The careful gathering of evidence supports the assessment of threats and risks which would be involved in the case which the police would be working on to improve. The strategy of working without compromising the codes of ethics is considered in this step. 
Consider powers and policy
The powers and policy are determined which could be used to properly handle the case. Working within the framework of law is detrimental to the police and it is highlighted by the powers and policy which are applicable in the case.
Identify options and contingencies
The determination of proper authority and the power to take action is followed by options which would be used for mitigating the issue which has arisen. The police are required to follow the guidelines and ethical code so that a contingency plan can be made with the people.
Take action and review what happened
The next step of the police action is related to the course of action which they would follow after all the options are considered and the matter is analysed thoroughly. The actions should be justified with the evidence collected and this would maintain the impartiality and equality in the work of the police as well as the law would also be readily followed.
NDM suggests that evidence gathered in the primary investigations is the main basis of police action and hence the introduction of body-worn cameras would be very helpful in the work of the police. The several benefits of body-worn cameras are regarding the ease of conducting the investigation in police work (The Law Place, 2023). The critical nature of the work makes evidence collection and criminal justification an issue. Resolving this can be very easily done and transparency in the work can be maintained. The officers are often subjected to bribery and their morality is questioned. These cameras would improve the scenario by always recording the details of the movement and activities of the police officials. However, there is a question of ethics and morality which inhibits the usage of such means. The freedom of a person and invasion of personal space becomes an issue with the usage of body-worn cameras. The cameras being used to collect evidence for investigation purposes can compromise the personal space of the public and even police officials (National Institute of Justice, 2022). There would be a moral dilemma as the personal details of people would also be under the threat of being revealed. There would be questions of manipulation of the video evidence as the recordings could fail to encapsulate the full details of what has happened. The interpretation of videos can be highly subjective and the reliability of the recordings would be questioned (Lindsay, 2019). These issues would act as an ante to the working principles and code of ethics of the police. The police work would be compromised in some areas and the trust with the public can also be decreased. The police organisations would eventually incur various issues with the introduction of body-worn cameras in evidence-based policing.
[bookmark: _Toc138517470]3. Conclusion
Evidence-based policing is an evolving concept and with every development, the system keeps improving in its work of tackling crime and cases related to controlling crime. Crime in society is negativity which hampers normalcy in society. Police are there to protect the citizens from the imminent dangers of crime and maintain the reign of law in the area. Policing has been subject to following the principles and codes of conduct which helps them to maintain a proper procedure of their work. Body-worn cameras have been used as a proper medium of maintaining impartiality and transparency in policing work. There are some issues with the introduction of body-worn cameras by police personnel. However, there are benefits which balance the significance of body-worn cameras. This essay has evaluated all the issues and benefits of using body-worn cameras by the police in their field of work.
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