
Appendix A: 

 

 

Date and Time, Year Group:  

Tuesday, June 20th in a Year 5/6 class at approximately 09:30 am. 

 

 

Where and When:  

5 desks spread around the room of different abilities, first lesson of the day 

 

 

 

 

 

What Happened: 

 

In a classroom meticulously arranged into five desks, the educational landscape was 

carefully designed to support the varied abilities of the 22 pupils attending. The morning 

session sparked to life with an exercise on making inferences, igniting a chorus of 

enthusiastic hands eager to sway the teacher's attention in their direction. This dance of 

participation cast an array of eager silhouettes across the room, each shadow eager for 

acknowledgment. 



The teacher, with an eye towards fostering an inclusive environment, directed their focus 

predominantly towards the Additional Learning Needs (ALN) pupils. This tactic, intended to 

embolden the less confident learners, inadvertently tipped the scales of attention, resulting in 

a noticeable deficit for the More Able and Talented (MAT) pupils, who found themselves on 

the fringes of the pedagogical spotlight. 

 

At the heart of this educational oversight was Child A, whose journey from eager participant 

to reluctant observer was marked by a subtle transformation. Initially invested in the lesson, 

their body language soon revealed a story of disenchantment. The twirling of hair around 

their finger became a silent semaphore signalling their growing detachment from the class 

activity. 

 

The day's lesson progressed to a collaborative task that required pupils to infer stories from 

an assortment of shoes. Child A’s sense of alienation seemed to dictate their newfound 

approach to learning; opting for solitude over the shared exploration of ideas. Their choice 

fostered an unspoken norm of independence at their desk, a ripple effect that quieted the 

otherwise collaborative spirit of their peers, setting a tone vastly different from the interactive 

engagement observed elsewhere. 

 

At another desk, occupied by ALN pupils, the situation diverged. Child B, engaging with the 

task through a lens of playful curiosity, inadvertently created a bottleneck in the group's 

workflow. Their singular focus on the tactile experience of the shoe, meant as an exploratory 

exercise, morphed into a distraction that hindered the group’s collective discourse and 

accessibility to the learning material. 

 



The narrative unfolded differently at the classroom’s rear, where Child C and D grappled with 

the task at hand. Their shared struggle was a silent conversation filled with exchanged 

glances and unmarked notepads, which persisted until the teacher's timely intervention. The 

educator’s guidance dissolved the fog of confusion, breathing new life into their efforts and 

reaffirming the teacher’s pivotal role in steering the educational journey. 

 

This classroom tableau was a microcosm of diverse learning experiences, a real-time 

canvas displaying the intricate dynamics of classroom engagement. It highlighted the 

teacher's delicate task of distributing attention evenly, ensuring no pupil, ALN or MAT, 

becomes marginalized by instructional strategies, however well-intentioned. It underpinned 

the significance of observation and the agile adjustment of teaching methods to 

accommodate the nuanced tapestry of learner needs. 

 

This narrative was not just a snapshot of a single lesson but a broader commentary on the 

art of teaching. It served as a critical reminder of the importance of fostering a sense of 

belonging and importance in every student. Within this educational vignette, every gesture, 

every look, every shift in posture spoke volumes, guiding the teacher to calibrate their 

approach, ensuring that each child's educational journey was not only acknowledged but 

nurtured within the vibrant ecosystem of the classroom. 

 

 

 

 

 



Areas for Possible Exploration: 

 

● Balanced Attention in Diverse Classrooms: Investigating the teacher's approach 

towards managing the different needs within a classroom, especially when the 

spectrum ranges from ALN to MAT students. This can include an exploration of 

strategies to ensure that all students, irrespective of their ability, feel involved and 

acknowledged during lessons. 

 

● Engagement Through Task Clarity: Assessing the importance of clear instructions 

and its impact on student participation. The disengagement observed in Child B and 

their subsequent playing with the shoe underscores the need to explore how task 

clarity can shape student behaviour and learning outcomes. 

 

● Adaptive Teaching Strategies: Delving into the ways teachers can swiftly adapt to 

spontaneous classroom scenarios. The teacher's intervention with Child C and D 

emphasises the need for educators to be both observant and agile, adjusting their 

teaching methods to meet the evolving needs of their students. 

 

● Impact of Peer Behaviour on Individual Learning: Examining the cascading effect of a 

single student's behaviour on the overall group dynamics. Child A's decision to work 

independently influenced others at the table, highlighting the potential ripple effects of 

individual student decisions in a collaborative setting. 

 



● Support Systems for Struggling Students: Exploring the benefits and challenges of 

having targeted support, like the teacher's intervention for Child C and D. This can 

delve into theories around scaffolding and the Zone of Proximal Development to 

understand the optimum support needed for learners. 

 

● The Psychological Dimensions of Classroom Setup: Investigating the impact of 

physical classroom arrangements (like the decision to group students by ability at 

separate desks) on student engagement, interaction, and learning outcomes. 

Theories such as Vygotsky’s Social Development Theory can be employed to 

understand the nuances of peer interactions and learning. 

 

● Emotional Intelligence in Education: Considering the need for educators to be 

attuned not just to the academic but also the emotional and psychological needs of 

their students. The reactions of students like Child A indicate the importance of 

recognising and addressing signs of disengagement and frustration in the learning 

environment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Notes: 

 

● The classroom was systematically arranged with 5 desks, categorising students 

based on their ability levels. 

● The initial enthusiasm of students was evident, with many eagerly raising hands 

during the inferencing activity. 

● There was a noticeable trend in the teacher's engagement; ALN students were 

predominantly addressed, potentially side-lining some MAT students. 

● Child A's disengagement manifested both physically, through their withdrawn 

posture, and behaviourally, by choosing to work alone. 

● A ripple effect was observed at Child A's table, where their decision to work 

individually influenced peers to adopt a similar stance. 

● In contrast, the ALN table exhibited a different challenge, with Child B's playful 

interaction with the shoe disrupting the group's momentum. 

● The teacher showcased astute observational skills by timely intervening with Child C 

and D, ensuring they remained on track. 

● The lesson underscored the multifaceted challenges educators face in catering to a 

diverse classroom, highlighting the need for adaptive and balanced teaching 

strategies. 


