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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.

 
Social Services and Wellbeing Act 2014 (SSWBA) Part 7, and the Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019 (WSP) (Social Care Wales,2024) underpins safeguarding in Wales. 
When safeguarding children social workers need to understand when a child is at risk of harm, abuse and neglect (Lloyd et al.,2024;Frost and Dolan, 2021). There are different types of abuse that can harm a child and what is classed as significant harm (Frost and Dolan,2021); these are physical, emotional, sexually, financial, neglect and psychological (Gonzalez et al.,2024).
Prevention and early intervention reduce concerns of abuse, neglect or harm for a child (Davies, et al., 2012). Everyone; health professionals, education, social services, police and the public have a duty to report abuse (Kuruppu, et al., 2018), sharing relevant information and working together to get a better understand of the family and the concern (Hughes, et al., 2009). Co-productive working relationship with the child and their family give clearer understanding of the concern. Local Authorities have a duty to make enquiries regarding the potential child at risk under the Children’s Act 1989 Section 47,(Cooper, 2021) during this time they would understand the type of abuse, the perpetrator of abuse and understand how to protect the child (Mittler, 1997). With concerns involving potential abuse of a child, it is important to be proportionate with all interventions, the family has a right to a family life verses the right of the child to be safe (Cocker, Cooper and Holmes, 2022). SSWBA, Part 2,(Social Care Wales, 2024) ensures that the WSP is child-centred, the social worker gathers the child’s wishes and feelings, their needs and personal outcomes. Understanding the child’s culture, language and beliefs must be at the centre of any approach (British Association of Social Workers, 2021) in order to establish if the child is at risk of harm or significant harm (MacAlister, 2022).
Significant harm is when a child’s health or development has been affected and must meet threshold for Section 47 enquires under the Children Act 1989 (MacAlister, 2022). An initial strategy meeting is held with all professionals involved in the child’s life to conclude whether parental consent could be overridden. Social workers support children using a Child in Need Plan or a Child Protection Plan (O’Donnell et al, 2024). Evidence must be factual, not relevant on hearsay, in line with Codes of Professional Practice (2019) which dictates records are kept accurate and up-to-date (Social Care Wales, 2022). Understanding the support network and its impact on the child is essential (Spilsbury, et al., 2013). Working alongside and openly with the family sharing the concern supports the working relationship (Coyne, et al., 2016) and holistically with education, health and social services (MacAlister, 2022).  
The Child in Need is where there is support to improve the concern. Should the support be offered to the family and there is no improvement then the Child in Need Plan can change to a Child Protection Plan and the child be placed on the child protection register. Should the risk be too great, and professionals feel that regardless of the support that could be offer the child would continue to be at risk then there would be a need of a child protection plan.
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

It is important to understand safeguarding for both adults and children regardless of what area of work you are in. Working with individual people does not happen in isolation social workers have to take a holistic approach as they will be working with family members and children transition into adults. 
One of the differences between safeguarding a child under the Children’s Act 2004, and safeguarding an adult Under the Social Service and Wellbeing Act 2014 and Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019 is legislation that applies to individuals that are over the age of 16, Mental Capacity 2005 is used with children over the age of 16 (Anderson, et al., 2023). Should an adult that has capacity make unwise decisions regarding their own care such as self-neglect this will not meet threshold for safeguarding procedures (Pickens et al., 2021). Instead, their support network would support the individual, minimise the risk and monitor their wellbeing. Should a child be at risk of neglect this would meet threshold for safeguarding due to the child’s needs not being met by their caregiver (Cocker, Cooper and Holmes, 2022). Support would also be given to the child and their family to improve the situation, and should this not improve the child would be discussed and either a Child in Need Plan or a Child Protection Plan would be implemented (O’Donnell et al., 2024). Families have a right to family life under the article 8 of the Human rights Act 1998, should the concern of the child or adult be deemed that it meets threshold of safeguarding then the Wales Safeguarding Procedure would take precedence.  

Safeguarding for children covers all children under the age of 18 and ensuring the safety of all children. Although adult safeguarding under the Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019 will only apply to those that are deemed to be a vulnerable adult, this is an Adult at risk of harm. 
Consent must be gained from a vulnerable adult with capacity to make a referral to safeguarding although consent is encouraged by child’s care givers should no consent the social worker would be able to make the referral based on the level of risk and the vulnerabilities of the child. For adult services it is important to understand that a person that is deemed not to have capacity can regain capacity and every effort to include the individual into the process.
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