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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).


Legislation in terms of adult safeguarding is covered by a range of Government Act’s, policy and procedures which are reviewed by commissioning bodies. The Social Services and Wellbeing Act (Wales) 2014 (SSWBA, 2014) is the overarching legislation which ensures adults and children are safeguarded and their wellbeing supported. This is done by promoting wellbeing through prevention and early intervention, inclusive interaction and ensuring the voice of the citizen is heard. Part 7 of the SSWBA 2014 relates to safeguarding those at risk of harm or whom have a support and care need. Under this Act there is a duty for the Local Authority or its partner to report concerns if an adult is at risk of harm. A support order can be gained which can ensure a person is spoken to alone and not under duress. National safeguarding boards are in place to ensure compliance and provide guidance to local safeguarding boards. Safeguarding boards are made up of multidisciplinary professionals including chief of police, local health board and probation, in order to ensure policy is followed and provide guidance. 

The Welsh safeguarding procedures 2019 identifies five categories where there is potential for an adult to be at risk of harm, these are emotional or psychological, financial, sexual and neglect. When identifying indicators of harm, the person’s environment and behaviour, wellbeing and provision for need should be assessed. Information and evidence of concerns should be justified, the concerns should be hypothesised to provide insight into the cause of potential risk of harm and the likely impact on the person. It is important that the person’s wishes are gained in order to work with a co-productive approach to intervention. By doing this the person feels empowered and is able to meaningfully engage in interventions. 

In addition to the SSWBA 2014, there are a set of “rights” based Acts with together help form the structure of safeguarding measures. The Human rights 2010 incorporates the European convention on rights to ensure that everyone has the right to core societal values such as dignity, fairness, equality, respect and independence. The equality Act 2010 protection of against direct and indirect discrimination, harassment and victimisation, providing equality to protected characteristics. The UN Principles for older people 1991 incorporates the right for older people to have independence, participation, care and self-fulfilment. United Nations convention of rights of persons with disabilities United Nations convention of rights of persons with disabilities supports the rights of adults with disabilities. The Data protection act ensure an adult’s details are not given without consent unless it the information is used to safeguard against harm.

In terms of a systems theory approach to safeguarding the interrelationship between wider legislation should be recognised. The Mental Health Act 2007, the codes of practice, the Mental Health measures (Wales) 2010 and the Mental Capacity Act 2005 form a set of legislation around mental health and capacity in adults. These provide legal duties and guidance to inform practice in terms of the assessment and treatment of mental health problems. The Mental capacity Act 2005 directs decision making in those who are unable to do so themselves. The Welsh language measures 2011 promotes the “Active offer” which improves person centred practice.

Word count 532










	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

 The differences in child and adult services, legislation in terms of safeguarding can be seen in the autonomy an adult holds as opposed to a child. In both adult and child services the practitioner will work in a person centred way to gain a safe outcome. In child services the wishes of the child will be considered however decisions and intervention will be ultimately based on risk. As an example, a child’s wishes may to be to live with a parent however this may not be possible due to the risk to the child in parents care. The reasoning behind this is due to a child’s capacity to make appropriate risk adverse decisions, it is considered that a child will not have the maturity in cognitive thinking to judge appropriate safety of care. The person who makes these adult decisions is the person who holds parental responsibility and there are occasions where the Local authority will hold or share parental responsibility for the child under a care order if deemed by the court to be the safety option (NSPCC, 2022). 

All children develop cognitive maturity at different times regardless of chronological age. In terms of consent “Gillick competence” is a test used to assess if a child has the intelligence to give consent or refuse medical treatment or therapeutic services including substance and alcohol, and also if the child has strong views of living and contact arrangements. The child will need a full understanding and ability to process the situation, and proposed outcome. There is no lowered age, however as a child is not able to legally consent sexual activity under the age of 13, this would be a safeguarding concern if advise is required. Frasier guidelines is specifically regarding consent for contraception and sexual health advice (NSPCC, 2022). 

In terms of decision making and engagement with services, if an adult maintains capacity the wishes, feelings and self-determination will be upheld as an adult is able to make their own choices regardless of risk. Capacity must be assumed however if there are concerns a capacity an assessment will be carried out under the Mental Capacity Act 2005. 

The Section 47 of the National Assistance Act 1948 enabled the Local authority to apply for an order to move an adult in need of care and support to hospital or other places, is abolished in Wales.  In regard to children, if the threshold for harm is reached and the court have granted corporate parental responsibility to the Local authority a child can be removed from home, this can also be carried out under a police protection order (Welsh Government, 2018).
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