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Safeguarding in the Early Years

The central theme for this paper was to carry out relevant research in regards to safeguarding in the early years and reflect upon my knowledge and experience in this area.
Whilst participating in the initial child protection conference it involved taking on professional roles, where I personally represented the South Wales Police Force. This was a new experience for me, as I have not attended a child protection conference prior to the task, however I was aware of some aspects that it entails. I ensured I carried out research from a variety of sources and also gathered practical information from professionals in the sector. 

As the case unfolded it was clear that the scenario needed to be elaborated, as there were many aspects that could to be added in order for it to be specific. Having done this it was then easier to recognise the appropriate legislation and procedures to be followed in order to meet the needs of the child. It was also important to choose the suitable professional roles as they can vary depending on the nature and severity of the situation. Condliffe (2008) supports this point by suggesting that professionals should have good skills to identify child abuse and children at risk. Furthermore Condliffe (2008) believes that working together without this knowledge can result in failing to agree on what individuals consider as abuse. 
Another aspect that to consider was the potential category of abuse that the child was experiencing, therefore research was undertaken to ensure the identification was defined correctly. Hobart et al. (2009) states that categories of abuse can overlap however they remain individually specified. As a result of this finding I discovered that failure to thrive and fabricated illnesses were labelled as forms of abuse (Hobart et al, 2009).
I did feel confident when identifying the category of the abuse, which in this case was neglect, but I was unaware that only one of these categories could be selected within a conference so I did query which specific category it would be as they interconnected. 
To conclude the conference it was important to highlight and identify future interventions that the child and family would need from any of the present and outside agencies (Beckett, 2007). 
Personally I felt very confident with the case because the nature of the family are very common in my setting which provides me with experience in approaching this matter. I have also observed this overall regression in a child similar to Lily within my setting therefore I have encountered record keeping and monitoring before. 

The Health, Wellbeing and Local Government Committee (2010) evaluated the effectiveness and consistency of Local Safeguarding Boards. Results show that the involvement of children and young people within Local Safeguarding Boards could be enhanced to develop a purposeful approach. Prior to this conference I had not carried out the referral process myself, however I have experienced the early stages such as recognising signs of potential abuse and keeping record of this information. Although I was familiar with some aspects of the referral process the steps to be taken to complete a referral were new to me, which provided me with new skills if I was to be in this situation in practice.
Sloper (2004) demonstrates the importance of good communication between all agencies in regards to this process. Sloper (2004) goes onto claim that failing to do this can result in a referral being unsuccessful and potentially putting a child at risk. 
However to overcome failed cases The All Wales Child Protection Procedure 2008 was created to develop a more consistent approach for settings and practitioners in the referral process. It was updated following the Victoria Climbie case and will continue to be updated in the future (All Wales Child Protection Procedure, 2008). I found this document the most beneficial as it aided me with the process by providing instructions about the 24 hour deadline for referrals, the initial assessment and strategy meetings under section 47 of the Childrens Act 1989. Due to previous academic knowledge I was aware of the unfortunate cases that led to legislation being put into place and updated however I was not familiar with this particular piece of legislation but now I am mindful about values it entails. 
Safeguarding is the movement where the child’s welfare is paramount and the prime concern is to protect them from harm (NSPCC, 2015). Child protection corresponds with safeguarding however it focuses on individual children who have been identified by professionals and may need to be referred.
According to the Care Social Services Inspectorate Wales (2009) safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility that works with children and states that it should be the priority for all organisations. As a result from the Laming report Low et al. (2015) carried out research in order to monitor the effectiveness of safeguarding within the UK. From these findings a recommendation was to ensure all agencies share information via a database system where medical agencies, education and local authorities can access data together. Secondly Low et al. (2015) advises monitoring and support to families and children who are part of a child protection plan including pre-birth plans. I have had previous training on safeguarding within my professional development however it was not at a high level and therefore didn’t include a lot of detail. 

The key aspect from this task was to work as a team to create a multi-agency approach when sharing information and coordinating responses from each agency (Jones and Walker, 2011). By carrying out this method of working it creates a base for professionals in order to plan and provide children and their families with the appropriate support and interventions to meet their needs. 
According to the Social Care Institute for Excellence (2010) confidentiality should underpin all multi-agency approaches to ensure professionals are aware of their roles and responsibilities to promote consistency in practice. Additionally Jones and Walker (2011) states that clear and precise communication is core to effective collaboration. 
The Multi-agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) was developed in order to prevent the unfortunate cases of children slipping through the net (Rhondda Cynon Taf, no date). These Hubs are created in every local authority to support professionals and aid them with queries about cases they may be dealing with. I was unaware of the MASH system before I had carried out this reflection however I think that it is a good tool to provide within local authorities to support and guide professionals. However in my current setting I lease with a variety of professionals on a day-to-day basis and I am aware of the importance of a multi agency approach.
Legislation that shares qualities with MASH is the Working Together to Safeguard Children Act 2010 that provides statutory guidance to protect children from maltreatment (Department for Education, 2015). It professes that it is everybody’s duty that is in contact with children to fulfil their role by providing safe care and provision. 

Whilst conducting this reflection it is evident that legislation underpins all areas of safeguarding, therefore the diverse acts are essential to individuals, settings and various cases to promote what is acceptable in society (Lindon, 2012). I was aware of the majority of legislation in the early years due to previous qualifications and courses in my professional development. However as this reflection focuses on safeguarding there were specific pieces of legislation, local policies and procedures I was unaware of in depth. Another point I identified when finding the appropriate legislation for the case was the contrast between general law that applies to the UK and the diverse acts between Ireland, Scotland and Wales (Lindon, 2012).  
The first of these was the Cinderella Law, this really interested me as it has an unusual title for a piece of legislation therefore resulted in me carrying out further research. It was created with the key principal that protecting children from harm is fundamental, it also aims to make emotional abuse and neglect a criminal offence (Buckland, 2014). I discovered that it links closely with the case as it focuses on emotional abuse and neglect however there was very limited information I could find about its current impact when researching online (Buckland, 2014). 
          The Childrens Act 1989 is one of the main acts that propose to minimise the risk of harm by maintaining to safeguard (Childrens Commissioner for Wales, 2017). Whilst working in early years I believe that this is an essential act to be aware of to maintain good practice. One of the key principles it states is to provide support to children by considering their wishes and keeping them involved when making decisions (Childrens Commissioner for Wales, 2017). As a result of the Victoria Climbie case the Childrens Act 1989 was updated with an emphasis on the promotion of effective multi-agency working. Although this act is extremely influential and an integral part of childcare settings I do not think that children are aware of their rights from my experience in education.      
          Additionally The United Convention of the Rights of the Child is a global framework built of articles that aim to protect children that share similarities with the Children’s Act 1989. The Welsh government took on this convention as a practical approach in 2004 when the Childrens Act was updated as the core foundation for decision-making and policy creating. As demonstrated by the Welsh Government (2016a) this develops a consistent basis for giving children opportunities in regards to their education and care. However a review study carried out by the Welsh Government (2016a) found that there should be more focus on children’s wellbeing by becoming more aware and knowledgeable in regards to types of abuse. Edmond and Price (2012) synthesizes by claiming that this focus on children’s personal and social skills can increase all areas of development. 
           The Data Protection Act 1998 should be implemented into settings to ensure all organisations follow consistent guidelines and keep information about children safe (Great Britain, 1998). By carrying out this approach children will feel that they have been treated with respect that therefore encourages the child to be honest when discussing personal information with an adult. I have experienced record keeping in my setting and follow the settings policy that states that important information is kept in a locked cabinet. In regards to information sharing I do this on a daily basis with my colleagues however if there was a concern I would have to follow the settings policy and share with the child protection officer or head teacher. I think this concept was relevant to the case as all professionals had information about the child and were aware of their professional role. 
Although legislation has proven extremely effective Gorden and Owen (2009) claim that community conditions such as the interests of the neighbourhood do not appear to be influential when producing guidelines on factors that impact the child. However Every Child Matters 2003 did broaden to develop a holistic approach with key principles that promote children to be safe and healthy (Department for Education and Skills, 2003). There were clear comparisons between Every Child Matters and concepts from Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs that illustrates the importance of basic needs being met (Hobart et al. 2009). The Department for Education and Skills (2003) demonstrate that it is the duty of any professional that is in contact with a child to aim to meet these needs and allow the child to voice their views. Whilst reflecting it was clear to see how my peers and I recognised these needs throughout the conference and how they were considered. 
The Future Wellbeing Act 2016 correlates with multi agency working with authorities and agencies to develop a healthier Wales (Welsh Government, 2016). One of the aims is to involve people in regards to decision making which supports in giving children a voice to promote respect and good relationships. 

In conclusion I feel a lot more confident in the area of safeguarding after taking part in the child protection conference and carrying out relevant reflection. I feel more comfortable as I have gained an insight into how the conference is carried out and the referral process itself. 
In regards to the multi-agency working I had good experience prior as I have worked in a variety of settings and currently communicate and liaise with a large amount of staff in my practice. However I think that I have gained greater awareness of the involvement of outside professionals in this process and the effectiveness of intervention. 
A skill I have developed is the ability to recognise the importance of confidentiality especially when sharing information and knowing when and what to share. 
I also believe that I am now more aware of recognising and labelling the category of abuse and how to meet the individual’s needs in relation to the form of abuse. 
Additionally I was aware of policies and legislation previously however my deeper knowledge has expanded greatly. 
In conclusion this task has increased my curiosity in regards to safeguarding in the early years and I think that future training could be undertaken to develop my professional development. 
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