


The first issue is whether Polly has committed simple criminal damage. Under section 1 of the criminal damage act 1971 a person who without lawful excuse destroys or damages any property belonging to another intending to destroy or damage any such property or being reckless as to whether any such property would be destroyed or damaged shall be guilty of an offence. Polly damaged Roxanne’s moped by severing the brakes with broken glass. Polly done this without lawful excuse. Polly’s aim was to damage the moped. Polly was aware that severing the brakes would cause damage. Polly foresaw that by severing the brakes with broken glass damage would be done. Therefore, Polly intended to damage the property belonging to Roxanne. Overall, Polly has committed the offence as she has satisfied both the men’s rea and actus rea required for criminal damage.

The second issue is whether Polly has committed aggravated criminal damage. Under section 1 (2) of the criminal damage act 1971 A person who without lawful excuse destroys or damages any property, whether belonging to himself or another— (a)intending to destroy or damage any property or being reckless as to whether any property would be destroyed or damaged; and (b)intending by the destruction or damage to endanger the life of another or being reckless as to whether the life of another would be thereby endangered. Polly has already satisfied simple criminal damage. Which means she satisfies the first part of aggravated criminal damage. Polly’s aim was to endanger life by the damage caused because she severed the brakes of Roxanne’s moped. Polly was aware that severing the brakes on Roxanne’s moped would endanger Roxanne’s life. Polly foresaw that severing the brakes on Roxanne’s moped would endanger Roxanne’s life. Overall, Polly has committed the offence as she has satisfied both the Mens reus and actus reus.
The third issue is whether Polly has committed murder. The legal definition of murder is 'the unlawful killing of a human being in the Queen's peace, with malice aforethought'. The Mens rea of murder is malice aforethought, which has been interpreted by the courts as meaning intention to kill or intention to cause GBH.



