Sacial Knowledge and Identity Dr judith Marshall

Social Representations and Identity

Social identity:

“that part of an individual’s self-concept which derives from
his knowledge of his membership of a social group (or
groups) together with the value and emotional significance
attached to that membership”

(Tajfel, 1981, in Deaux and Philogene, 2001, p.258)

ﬁajfel - content of categories \
What it meant to be defined as:
Jewish in Europe in the 1930s

Black in the UK in the 1970s

Breakwell (1979)
K A woman in the 1970s j

Also consider...

West Indian in the UK in the 1950s?

Muslim in Europe in the 2010s?

Majority of research of identity - processes rather than content of categories
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Duveen: Social Representations Theory and Development

Social representations theory contributes to the development of \\
identities

= Children are ‘active participants in a symbolic community’
(Duveen, 2001, p.259)
. _J

/: r\éewborns - not neutral objects -already invested with social \
identity

= Child is incorporated into a representational system:

a) gives the child a social designation

b) regulates the actions of other people around the child )

\

= Child is first an unfamiliar object in the representational world
of others - needs to be anchored - we use categories to do this

= Interactions with the child through use of these categories
results in objectification of the child

\_ J

/';ubin, Provenzano and Luria (1974): Descriptions of newborns\\

No difference birth weight, birth length, apgar scores

Girls described as pretty, beautiful, cute, little more than boys

Difference based only on physical form as a signifier for
projected gender identity (social representations of gender)

Fathers drew upon the most stereotypic notions of gender j

(.

meith and Lloyd (1978)

Unfamiliar female adults/children

= 6-month-old babies - either gender congruent clothing/name
or gender incongruent clothing/name

- J

f: Firs'atoy - gender congruent toy - consistent with the perceivec?\
gender

‘%oyls‘ using gross motor movements - positive response from
adult

= ‘Girls’ using gross motor movement - less positive - interpreted
k the behaviour as distress j
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Gender differences are internalised - evident in play

Equal levels of gender knowledge, but boys more gender
congruent choices

Gender knowledge is used to construct different identities

= Boys were using material culture to demonstrate identity

Children's thinking and behaviours - shaped by the social
representations of community

( Gendered use of space

Girls: small spaces around perimeter

Boys: The majority of the space in the centre

Variations in identities within gender groups

Duveen and Lloyd (1992) - gender and first year of schooling

- )

Identical items carried different gender meanings in different
classrooms

- )

Individual differences within gender groups: variations on the
recognised gender patterned behaviours

\ J

Consistencies between early patterns of classroom behaviour and
different forms of identity development

Identities and Resistance

Individuals are projected into a social world marked by a complex
set of relationships between social groups

o

When representations are internalized they are linked to a process
of identity formation

e.g. De Abreu - identities linked to home mathematics, rather than
school maths resulting in disengagement with school maths




Kcoldmann (1976) \

Emerging identities set parameters on the social representations
that canbe accepted as it might mean the dissolution of an
existing identity

Identity: the force that attaches us to an attitude or a belief
& - to a representation

Relationship between identity and communication
When social representations are changed

- identities can chan?e o )
- identity work to defend/re-negotiate identity
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Resistance can be individual acts or social responses

= If resistance is effective - results in sociogenetic change

(the social world generally accepts the existing identity)

= If not successful - ontogenetic transformations

(identities are restructured)

N )

Reading

Duveen, G (2001). Representations, identities, Resistance. In K Deaux
and G Philogene, Representations of the Social. Oxford; Blackwell.
Chapter 19

Breakwell, G. (2001). Social Representational Constraints upon identity
Processes. In K Deaux and G Philogene, Representations of the
Social. Oxford; Blackwell.

Chapter 20

Plus journal articles made available on Moodle
(studies of social representations and identity)




10 Minutes!

Social Knowledge and Identity Dr Judith Marshall

Social Representations Theory:
Challenges and Debates

Four key theoretical issues:

. Ambiguities in defining social representations
. Social determinism
. Cognitive reductionism

. Apparent lack of a critical agenda
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