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Introduction  / Approx 225 words / Actual 220 words
This paper is focused on the modern 20th century period of astrology and considering whether it assumed that the future was negotiable or fixed? The academic rationale behind doing this research is for three key objectives. All are aligned with the essay’s primary focus and based on grounded theory research, using a mixed method approach.
1.) Understand the different theories of fate and determinism. What is the broad definition? What can be found in academic, primary of secondary source, notably from the classical and medieval period? What can be learnt about the nuances of either model? What ethnographical evidence is there of the presence of fate in contemporary thought?  
2.) Research examples of modern 20th century financial astrologers and investigate what models of fate do they correspond to? What are the underline principles of financial astrology? What assumptions are made about fate or determinism? How does it relate? What comes first? Planetary cycles, economic or people acting? 

3.) Ascertain the nature of financial astrology predictive work. Where the meeting point is between planetary astrology and individual activity? Does the work of financial astrologers rely on people acting for the prediction to be true?  For example, if there is an astrological economic prediction for inflation, how much influence does a related political leader or policy decision maker have on the outcome?
Literature Review - Approx 900 words / Actual 783 words

To align with the research aims of this paper, it is important to understand the following categories within the literature review. Our primary focus will be to research the different theories of fate and determinism, using academic primary or secondary source, notably from the classical and medieval period. Thereafter, a bridge will be developed onto the contemporary views of fate and ultimately the ideas proposed to be related thematic questions. 
Finally, an overview of the key principles of financial astrology will be shared, including how it relates to mundane astrology and develops onto a broader range of strategies. References will need to be used of literature from modern 20th century financial astrologers, offering investigation of their models of fate and the nature of their predictive work.   
Understanding the different theories of fate and determinism. 
What is Fate? Fate is described as an “enigma
” by Bernadette Brady, given how actively the concept is referred to by influential thinkers, but rarely explained. A nuanced interpretation by Sarah Broadie is a belief that fate is ‘an agency concerning which …all we know, is that it has a certain purpose and is clever and foreknowing and powerful enough to carry out this intention no matter what
,’ 
Meanwhile, Robert Solomon shares a variation of the same theme, debating that fate has an ‘otherness’ to it, whereby ‘fate provides something by way of “hands” in which we can place ourselves whether or not we have the confidence in their goodness’
. However, these “hands of fate” can offer fluctuating levels of influence across a spectrum of people. 
Eitherway, the dynamic symbolism of fate, as suggested by Broadie and Solomon, offers an important reflection for shaping the beliefs and philosophy in life. This is especially true when developing a framework for understanding our position in the world and how to predict events in the future.  
To better understand fate, one should reflect on the bigger picture implications.  In terms of seeing oneself as a sum of all the parts. This points us to the topic of sympathetic cosmology, based on the philosophy that we exist in an animated cosmology. Notable advocates of this sympathetic philosophy in the classical period include Homer (c. 850 BCE) Aristotle (c. 384-322 BCE) and Plato (c. 428-423). 
Homer saw this interconnectedness as the influence of the divine law. Simone Weil stated it was guided by “geometrical rigor” a self-feeding force, which strived for perfection or balance
. The latter was also the principle of sympathy explained by Aristotle who desired to return balance or correct order to the “gravity” within his physics.
 F. J. K. Soontiens highlighted that Plato interpreted the harmony of sympathetic cosmos as a telelogical force within each soul which gave it a desire to return to the divine source
. 
In contrast, determinism is a modern principle based a divine free, Newtonian cosmology. Both philosophy and the sciences rejected the idea of fate and replaced it with determinism

In the 17th century due to the influence of the work Galileo, Newton and the philosophy of René Descartes an anti-Aristotelian movement emerged.
William James (1842-1910) defined determinism as: ‘It professes that those parts of the universe already laid down absolutely appoint and decree what the other parts shall be. The future has no ambiguous possibilities hidden in its womb: the part we call the present is compatible with only one totality. Any other future complement than the one fixed from eternity is impossible.’ His definition is focused on causation and the laws of physics.
Contemporary views 
Three influential 20th century astrologers which held different views on fate and free will included Alan Leo (1860-1917), Dane Rudhyar (1895-1985) and Margaret Hone (1892-1969). Leo held a Platonist version of fate in a dualist understanding that the soul was entangled with the fate of matter. Rudhyar developed the idea of humanistic astrology, in terms of seeing the horoscope as a seed to the self, or as a potential into which one could grow. On this point, Rudhyar was reflecting Aristotle’s world view that perfection could exist in the material realm. In contrast to Leo, Rudhyar believed the horoscope symbolised an image of the perfect self in its physical life. Even so, he remained a dualist, given the consideration that the soul could act independently of fate. Hone used a monist theory of fate, perceiving the will, soul, psyche – as all being embedded in the horoscope. She used the term ‘psyche’ as part of an all-encompassing reference ‘the entire psyche of a person cannot be dissected into such divisions, but that all combine to form the whole. The art of Astro analysis is in blending the indications given by these pointers [horoscopic points].
’.
Principles of financial astrology

· Definition
· Patterns

· Cycles
· Collective psychology

Modern 20th Century Financial Astrologers
· Charles Harvey

· Christeen Skinner

· Raymond Merriman
Corresponding models of fate & the nature of their predictive work
Research examples of modern 20th century financial astrologers and investigate what models of fate do they correspond to 

Methodology / Approx - 700 words / Actual 424 words
This paper remains focused on modern 20th century period of financial astrology and considering whether it assumed that the future was negotiable or fixed? To achieve this, a mixed approach will be used, coupled with integration of parts of the literature review. 
Several of the contemporary financial astrologers are industry peers whereby the researchers already have an existing professional relationship, as part of the financial astrology community. I have read their works and attended lectures. This gives a unique experience of their methods. However, there are also challenges in having an insider relationship, such as potential biases and ethical consideration discussed within the reflexivity considerations section.

Reflexivity Considerations 

It is recognised that serving as a practitioner and advocate of financial astrology I may be influenced by inherent biases that may help shape the research, or findings and discussion. However, it is also reasonable to state that we all have biases, and what is most important is to be aware of this, remain objective and follow ethical procedures. 
As researcher Mark Warren cites, “A completely etic approach risks blinding oneself to potentially new and groundbreaking concepts. At the same time, since all researchers come with previous ideas, perspectives, and commitments…it may be possible to be purely emic”
. Conversely, the benefits of an insider approach are also explored, in terms greater understanding of the material and industry relationship with research participants.

Benefits of an insider approach 

Primary benefits include greater understanding of the material and industry relationship with research benefits. In terms of material, an insider can extract terms and techniques that non-financial astrologers may not understand and can translate to a wider readership. Additionally, the industry relationship with research participants offers several virtues such as deeper analysis insights which can offer further useful impact within the research process.
Moreover, a combination of both the insider approach and industry relationships with the selected financial astrologers can also help develop what is termed as post fieldwork, whereby research gaps can be bridged and extended. 
As highlighted in the paper ‘A Niche Degree: a case study of an MA (in Cultural Astronomy and Astrology)
’, it’s also useful to note the relevance here of Anthony Cohen’s notion of “post-fieldwork”
 derived from his long-term involvement with his own research team. During these opportunities, Cohen advises researchers to recognise that field work occurs both in the field and beyond it
. Similarly, as Elizabeth Puttick states ‘the insider perspective is as least as valuable as that of the outsider’
. This position can help further or enhance existing research.
Findings and Discussions / Approx 2600 words / Actual 
This section will explore findings from qualitative research conducted within the literature review. The aim was to focus on the underline principles of fate and determinism, how they relate to key underline principles of financial astrology and finally ascertaining the nature of financial astrology predictive work. Three key themes were identified and will be explored in more depth.
Conclusion / Approx 350 words / Actual
To conclude, this paper focused on modern 20th century period of astrology and considering whether it assumed that the future was negotiable or fixed? 

· Summary findings, challenge or confirm original or new hypothesis?

· Key literature, primary and secondary source

· Corresponding models of fate & the nature of their predictive work

· Research examples of modern 20th century financial astrologers and investigate what models of fate do they correspond to 
· Final conclusions, related questions or limitations?
Bibliography

Fate & Determinism
Primary sources

Brady, Bernadette, ‘Some Philosophical Roots of Determinism in Astrology’, paper presented at Bath Spa University Graduate School seminar, 18 February 2008.

Brady, Bernadette. "Theories of Fate among Present-Day Astrologers ", University of Wales Trinity Saint David, 2012.

Campion, Nicholas, The Dawn of Astrology: A Cultural History of Western Astrology, Vol. 1, London: Continuum 2008.
Marcus Tullius Cicero, De Divinatione, trans. W.A. Falconer, Loeb Classical Library (Cambridge Massachusetts, London England: Harvard University Press, 1923 Reprinted 2001), I. lv.127.

Greene, Liz, ‘A Psychological Approach to Transits and Progressions’, in The Horoscope in Manifestation: Psychology and Prediction, part 2, pp 131-152, London, CPA Press 2004 [1997].
James, William, The Will to Believe. Essays in Popular Philosophy(London, New York: Longmans, Green and co, 1912).
James, William, ‘The Dilemma of Determinism’, in The Will to Believe and Other Essays. New York: Longman, 1909.
Lehoux, Daryn. "Tomorrow's News Today: Astrology, Fate, and the Way Out." Representations Summer (2006): 105-122.
Seneca, 'On Providence’ in Moral Essays, Vol. 1, trans. John Basore (Harvard

University Press, Cambridge Mass., London, 1928).
Secondary sources
Bishop, Robert C. ‘On Separating Predictability and Determinism’, Erkenntnis (1975-) 58, no. 2 (2003): 169-88.
The Determinism and Freedom Philosophy Website http://www.ucl.ac.uk/~uctytho/dfwIntroIndex.htm

Financial Astrologers

Charles Harvey
Ray Merriman 

Christeen Skinner

� Brady, Bernadette. "Theories of Fate among Present-Day Astrologers ", University of Wales Trinity Saint David, 2012.


� Sarah Broadie, 'From Necessity to Fate: A Fallacy?,' p.28.  


� Robert Solomon, 'On Fate and Fatalism,' p.279.  


� Simone Weil, ‘The Illiad or the Poem of Force.’ p.15


� Aristotle, Metaphysics: A4, 985a 931-983: Aristotle, Meteorology: 339a 319-324.


� F. J. K. Soontiëns, "Evolution: Teleology or Chance?," Journal for General Philosophy of Science / Zeitschrift für allgemeine Wissenschaftstheorie 22, no. 1 (1991): p.133.


� Hone, The Modern Text-Book of Astrology: p.151.


� http://isites.harvard.edu/icb/icb.do?keyword=qualitative&tabgroupid=icb.tabgroup117226 


(accessed on 23 December 2024).


� Brady, Bernadette., Bird, Alie., A Niche Degree: a Case Study of an MA (in Cultural Astronomy and Astrology), (Diskus 14 (2013), p.55-69


� Anthony, Cohen., 'Post-fieldwork fieldwork'. Journal of Anthropological Research, 48 (1992), p.339.


� Anthony, Cohen., 'Post-fieldwork fieldwork'. Journal of Anthropological Research, 48 (1992), p.351.


� Campion, Nick., ‘The Insider-Outsider Debate’ – The University of Wales Trinity Saint David MA Class Notes, (2024)





 PAGE 
7

