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I have decided that my topic of research for my dissertation will be on the possible reasons for the location of Djedefre’s pyramid at Abu Rawash. I have decided upon this topic as it is this particular subject that drove me to study at university level in the first place. For years I have had a fascination with historical mysteries and a particular interest in Djedefre’s pyramid, and the intrigue that surrounds it. There are many researchers that have theorised about the reasons for this site for Djedefre’s pyramid, with many debates going on to this day as to the reasons that drove Djedefre to build his pyramid at Abu Rawash, with some experts even going as far as to suggest that this pyramid isn’t even a pyramid. What is so fascinating about this particular question into the reason for the location for Djedefre’s pyramid is the implications on the rest of his family and of the old kingdom as a whole, as depending on his reasons, it could have a large effect on how we look at the ancient Egyptian world.
In my work I will be examining the theories that pertain to the location of Djedefre’s pyramid at Abu Rawash, exploring why this site was chosen, why it was constructed so far away from those of his families and what effect this may have had upon his people and his family. I will also be exploring the ideas surrounding the purpose of this structure as there is some debate as to what this structure may actually be, with some academics even suggesting that it may not even be a pyramid at all, suggesting that it could actually be a solar temple. I will also be examining the anomalies of this structure and what they might mean.
For my research I will be looking into the pyramid itself as a structure, exploring what the remnants of this structure could tell us about its original purpose. I will also research the site of Abu Rawash itself, examining the area and finding what I can to aid in a search for an answer to the question, why this site? The architecture of this structure is vital to my research as one theory suggests that this is not even a pyramid, rather a solar temple, therefore research into the architecture of this structure is of the upmost importance in figuring out what this structure may have been. This is especially important as there is very little solid research that has been done on it due to the dilapidated state of the structure today, with little more than a pile of rubble left.
Of course I will need to explore as much as I possibly can into who Djedefre himself was. In doing this research it could aid me in developing an understanding on how he may have made his decisions and ultimately why he chose to build his pyramid at the site of Abu Rawash. I will be examining the theory that was suggested by French Egyptologist Vassil Dobrev, that Djedefre’s pyramided isn’t even a pyramid, with Dobrev suggesting that due to its architecture and the layout of the site which it was built on that it is actually a solar temple. This is a particularly important theory to examine, as if this turns out to be a solar temple rather that a pyramid then that would force us to rethink everything that we know of Djedefre. I will also examine whether the reason for the location of the pyramid could be to do with some sort of split in the family, and that being the reason for his pyramid being built so far from those of his family, with some academics even suggesting that murder tore their family apart.
Although I do not expect to make a breakthrough and discover the one and only answer, I do hope to further the research into this particular topic, and maybe bring us all closer to the truth. I do hope to determine the both the purpose and the identity of this structure from my research into the many theories and into the architecture of this structure. I also hope to be able to eliminate certain theories as possible reasons, leaving only a select few theories, allowing for a much more accurate view upon this question.
With much of my research already done, there is little that I need to do further research into, this being said however, I do still need to research further into the presence of solar cults in ancient Egypt in the 4th Dynasty during the reign of Djedefre. This is so that I may be able to further my research into the solar connection that this structure clearly had, as well as helping to further understand Dobrev’s theory of this structure actually being a solar temple.
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