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First Column: The Celtic World

1. What is ‘Celtic’?
· Controversial Term 
· Academic debate around definition (Warmind 2016) 
· Modern Celtic Identity 
· Far-right association (Wills 2019) 

2. Archaeological and Historical Record
· Sparse historical evidence 
· Few Celtic societies kept written records 
· Most records are Greek/Roman – can be biased/inaccurate 

3. This essay takes ‘Celt/Celtic’ to refer to groups of Iron Age peoples connected by cultural and linguistic links

4. Coinage

5. How, when and why did Celtic peoples start using and producing coins? 
· The concept of coinage spread from Greece to the Celts of Iberia and Gaul, gradually becoming more widespread. The Celts of Britain didn’t start producing coins until the 1st century, likely motivated by Roman activity (Haselgrove and Krminicek 2012). 
6. Coins are more than just money 
· The images and text on coins were powerful communication devices in themselves (Haselgrove and Krminicek 2012). Coins travelled and changed hands frequently, and could deliver ‘messages’ about the people they came from through their decoration. 
· Coins appear to have been common votive offerings, but it is important not to assign religious meaning to everything ancient peoples did (van Heesch 2005). 



Second Column: Horses

1. Did all Celts have/use horses?

2. Horses in Celtic Art (examples to look into):
· The Stanwick mount 
· Uffington White Horse 
· Aylesford Bucket 
· Gundestrup Cauldron 
· Vix Grave Torc 

3. How does the style of horse depiction change over time/place? Do the stylistic changes line up with changing geopolitical landscapes (ex., pre- and post-Roman Britain)?

4. What were horses used for?
· Transport 
· Work 
· War 
· Status Symbol: horses are time and resource intensive to care for, and, if they lived in a semi-wild state, would need frequent training. Horse riding takes skill and knowledge too. It may have been impressive to own or ride a horse. 
· Food: mares can be milked, and horse meat has been/is eaten in many parts of the world. Horses may have only been consumed at ‘special’ points (Randall 2022). 
· Religious practices: gods associated with/taking the image of horses are common worldwide. A Celtic deity is likely, though not proven (Warmind 2016). Horses have been associated with burial in Celtic societies, for example the Arras of East Yorkshire (Halkon 2020). Later records see horses associated with the supernatural – see Y Mabinogi, Mari Lwyd 



Third Column: Case Studies 

· Belgium (van Heesch 2005) 
· Britain 
· Ukraine (Kazakevych 2021) 



Fourth Column: Entanglement 

1. New Materialism Theory 
New Materialism encourages researchers to distance themselves from an anthropocentric viewpoint (Benson 2019). Is this a helpful approach when examining material culture left behind by humans? 

2. Ethnographic Comparison 
Many modern cultures still use horses heavily in daily life (Bethke 2019, Kebede 2021, Ivanovich et al 2018). Looking at these cultures could increase understanding of how Celtic peoples may have lived alongside horses. 

3. Symbiotic Relationship? (More research needed for essay) 
· Horses are intelligent and sensitive animals who can detect and empathise with human emotions. They can form lifelong bonds with humans and enjoy the companionship and relative safety of these bonds. There is evidence that Celtic peoples formed strong bonds with their horses, sometimes being buried with them (Halkon 2020) or creating touchingly elaborate burials for them (Anderson 2024). 
· Horses can benefit the land they live on, which would have a positive impact on local wildlife and humans. Horses may have been semi-wild (Randall 2022). 
· Horses are and were used as transport animals, allowing humans to travel further, faster. Utilising carts, humans could transport groups of people or larger amounts of goods over longer distances more efficiently. 
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