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The main weaknesses of my main primary resource, The Aeneid by Virgil, is mostly focused on the main character of the story, Aeneas himself. He is shown to have strong attachments to his family in Book 1 and nearly breaks when he cannot find his wife after losing her in the middle of the siege of Troy which is something carried on throughout the poem. The Aeneid itself was written between the dates of 30 – 19 BC so the views presented in the poem may have changed since it was originally written, for example how the fighting is portrayed and relationships between the places that were told to be against each other may not be anymore, such as the Latins or the Italians.
Whilst the Aeneid is obviously an epic poem, showing how Aeneas gets through his grief and onto the battlefield through many dangers and deaths, there are flawed descriptions of leaders, such as Brutus who is described as “an unhappy man” with an “unmeasured lust for fame” (6.744 – 6.746). Virgil makes a stark contrast here to Roman history, making it clear that Cesar Augustus, who reigned from 27 BC, was the best ruler of Rome and showing that the Roman people would have to accept a ruler with more flaws than good qualities that are most used to being seen.
The weaknesses in my primary source, The Aeneid, would affect my argument by having to make contrasts between the different rulers of Rome and how they affected the viewership of the character Aeneas and other such leaders.
