Research Methodology and Planning 

Given that my research question significantly pertains to the perceptions of both frontline police officers and the general public, I will be developing a questionnaire comprising various questions that I consider pertinent to the subject matter. This approach is particularly appropriate for my research objectives, as it enables the collection of quantitative data for statistical comparison, while also capturing the perspectives and opinions regarding the rationale behind individuals' support or opposition to the routine armament of all frontline police officers.

Research Strategies
A variety of research methodologies can be employed when undertaking a research project. In my case, I contemplated utilising either qualitative or quantitative research strategies. Qualitative research is characterised by its focus on exploring and gaining a deeper understanding of real-world issues (Korstjens, 2017). This approach fundamentally involves posing open-ended questions that elicit responses not easily quantifiable, such as inquiries into "how" and "why" (Cleland, 2017). While it is feasible to quantify qualitative data, the essence of qualitative research lies in identifying themes and patterns that may resist numerical representation. It is crucial to preserve the context and narrative inherent in qualitative studies, as attempting to impose quantification on inherently qualitative aspects can lead to a loss of meaning (Foley & Timonen, 2015). In this context, my research examines the factors influencing the opinions of police officers and the general public regarding the routine arming of frontline officers. However, the primary objective of my study is to assess any shifts in attitudes among various groups within the police force and the public concerning the arming of all frontline police officers. Consequently, I contend that the quantitative research strategy offers a more efficient framework for addressing the research question at hand.
Quantitative methodology is the main research framework used in the social sciences. It involves a range of strategies, techniques, and foundational assumptions designed to analyse psychological, social, and economic processes through numerical data. This approach includes various methods such as surveys, structured observations, and experimental designs, setting it apart from qualitative research (Coghlan & Brydon-Miller, 2014). The goal of quantitative research is to generate knowledge and deepen our understanding of the social environment. Social scientists, including those in communication studies, utilise quantitative research to explore phenomena that affect individuals. Their focus is on understanding human behaviour, and quantitative research offers insights into specific groups known as sample populations (Allen, 2017).
The focus of my research question centres on the perceptions held by both frontline police officers and the general public. To address this, I will be developing a questionnaire that includes a range of pertinent questions related to the subject matter. This approach is particularly appropriate for my research objectives, as it facilitates the collection of quantitative data for statistical comparison, while also enabling the exploration of individuals' thoughts and opinions regarding their support or opposition to the routine arming of all frontline police officers.



Data Analysis 
After collecting all relevant data and information from my research, I will analyse the similarities and differences within the dataset. This analysis will be compared with similar studies discussed in the literature review. Following that, I will create a visual representation, like a bar chart, to improve readability and understanding.

Potential Barriers and Limitations 
In the course of this research project, various potential barriers and limitations may emerge, particularly given the sensitive context of firearms and their intended use. It is important to recognise that some individuals may have encountered adverse experiences related to firearms, necessitating a careful approach when posing questions on this subject. Consequently, I have opted to provide the option of anonymity for participants who prefer to remain unidentified, thereby enabling them to express their genuine sentiments without the fear of judgment or embarrassment. Despite this attempt in avoiding an obstacle, it is possible that some individuals who participate in the survey may not fully disclose their true opinions when responding to the questions. This lack of honesty could skew the analysed data, potentially leading to inaccurate conclusions.
Time constraints present a significant challenge, particularly because a segment of my target demographic consists of police officers. Given their irregular shift schedules, these officers may struggle to allocate time for completing the questionnaire, potentially resulting in a reduced participant pool for my study. Consequently, I intend to gather between 20 to 30 responses from each of the specified groups: frontline response officers, specialist firearms officers, and members of the public. This approach will enhance the breadth of my research by providing diverse insights from various viewpoints, thereby facilitating a comprehensive analysis, and supporting the formulation of conclusions.
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