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	Activity Plan
	

	Activity: water play
	
	

	Number of children: 4

	Age of children: 5/6year old's
	Number of adults: 1

	Location: Classroom

	Preparation time: 10minitues
	Activity time: 20miniuties

	Resources: Water, Liquid paint, different sizes of jugs
	Differentiation:
	

	Aims of activity: The aim of this activity is for children to explore different types of capacities, (full, half full) children can use the jugs to explore pouring and filling and will be able to compare and estimate how much liquid will be used. 
	Health and safety: Children will need to wear a waterproof vest to avoid water spilage. 
	

	Links to outcome:
	
	



Evaluation
This type of mathematical activity can be used to develop children's awareness of mathematical capacities, this type of activity can be done inside or outside of the classroom, weather dependent. The chosen activity was done outside of the classroom enabiling the children to relax more and offering a opportunitiy to be out of the classroom, it also offered children hand on experiences using real water and objects rather than looking through a book, making math's that little bit more enjoyable and hopefully gaining the children's attention. As well as learning indoors It is important for children to experience the outdoors as stated by (Cartwright et al. 2002:17) who states that children should have opportunties both indoors and outdoors to develop their learning and to be able to investigate number, shape and space. (Earlyyearscarers) highlight the importance of the outdoors by saying math's can be challenging for young children and it is important that we find ways to make math's exciting and enjoyable. By taking math's outside of the classroom this can open a whole new exciting learning opportunities for children. Children will be eager to learn and the outdoors will encourage motivation and a whole new approach to learning.  All four children seemed to enjoy the activity, the activity lasted around 20minitutes which was just enough time to keep the children engaged, if the activity was to last longer more objects and different sized jugs would need to be used to keep the children engaged for that little bit longer. To make the activity more interesting dye could be used to change the colour of the water also. The children enjoyed poring and filling over and over, they enjoyed using the different sized jug's and the children enjoyed seeing how they could fill the jugs up using different capacities. Aswell as the children gaining mathematical learning they also got to practice hand and eye coordination as they poured the water from one jug to the next. Whilst undertaking the activity children were also using their problem solving skills, problem solving skills can be very benefical for children and can stay with them their whole lives. (Pound 2015) Overall this is an interesting activity for children, children are able to use their maths skills in a productive way and in a hands on environment. Children are able to use their problem solving skills to estimate different capacities and are developing their hand and eye co-ordination skills all which are very benefical and will help children as they learn through their school years.  
For children to be able to enjoy mathematics in the classroom, it is important that a range of resources are used to keep children interested. The environment in which children are learning in, wether that is indoors/outdoors plays a huge part in their learning process, the more stimulating the environment is the better. (Tucker 2010) states that children should have use of space with lots of different activities available to them. Space should be allocated to the following learning activities:
· Play trays – Play trays offer problem solving skills for children where they are able to sort, count and measures the different objects that are being used in play trays. 
· Small world - 
· Role play – Role play offers lots of different mathematical opportunities such as shops, travel agents and vets, by providing children with money and receipts they will be using their problem solving skills to work out the change needed. 
· Construction area – Providing children with different types of shapes will encourage their problem solving and mathematical thinking, children will recognize that shapes have different sides and edges.
· ICT area- 
· Reading area- Reading area's can help and support children' mathematical vocabulary. 
All of these learning activities can provide children with lots of creative mathematical learning opportunties.
Outdoor environments are just as important as indoor environments and can also provide children with lots of learning opportinities if not more. Pratt (2011) states that children should have the opportunites to do lots of maths outdoors, he states that this will allow children to make connections with the outdoor environment, encouraging children to experience natural material. Knight (2011) also agrees with Pratt by suggesting that children can be more creative outside as the outdoors offers them a sense of freedom where they can explore their natural environment, developing their mathematical thinking. 
According to the (Welsh Assemberely Government) the role of the adult is vital in numeracy. Adults need to understand how children learn the best through maths. Children learn everyday through different activities and this helps them to make sense of the world around them. If children are able to learn in the right environment this will allow the child to have the right opportunties to demonstrate their learning and enhance it with further exploration.
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