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Topic 5: 
		Empire, papacy, and the rebirth of learning

A guide to Lecture 2: ‘From Gregorian Reform to Papal Monarchy’

The Medieval Church:
· Before 1000: conversion and christianization of the pagan peoples; a missionary movement.
· After 1000: most people Christian. What are they being taught? By whom? How are they behaving? 
· Interference in minutiae of daily lives
· Regulation of sexual practice ---- penances for error.
· Penitentials.
· Regular synods.
· Biographies of pious laymen.
· Codification of canon law.
· Stone churches: “white mantle of churches” (Ralph Glaber).
· Peace & Truce of God movement ---- restrict lay violence (does this lead to Holy War?).
· Doctrinal controversies and practical efforts at reform
· Berengar of Tours: doctrine of transubstantiation.
· Deposition of simoniacal popes in 1046 & appointment of non-Roman popes.
· Controversies over papal elections (papal curia? German emperor? Roman nobility?) & notions of papal monarchy (Leo IX, 1049-54).
(Gregorian) Reform:
· “The force that shaped the era” 
· “Church Reform”? “Gregorian Reform”? Contemporaries speak of rejuvenation, renovation, restoration, renewal --- making the Church more like the heavenly Jerusalem.
· Notions of decline, dereliction, corruption, decay.
· Gregory VII: improve the condition of the Church on the model of a past era.
· Man, not God, can change the Church: a novel belief.
· Reforming movement (Burgundy and Lorraine) + papacy = redirection
· Unique: international, spearheaded & controlled by papacy.

Aims of the Reformers:
· Many and various, no written programme.
· 4 key aims:
· Free the Church from lay control.
· Free papacy from lay control.
· Abolition clerical marriage and concubinage (having mistresses).
· No doctrinal argument for celibacy, no previous prohibition.
· Moral purity or property rights?
· Abolition of simony.
· Explicit injunction, broader definition.
· Linked with questions of lay investiture. 

Gregory VII & Investiture Contest:
· Gregory VII:
· Born Hildebrand (Illdebrando) Tuscany, c. 1015; educated Rome; monk by 1047/9; chaplain to Pope Gregory VI & fellow exile, 1046; administrator of patrimony of St Peter, 1049; archdeacon of Roman Church, 1059.
· Elected Gregory VII, April 1073.
· Name significant: sees self as heir to Gregory the Great (590-604); completing work of Constantine.
· Purifying the Church only possible if free from lay interference.
· Investiture contest:
· Lateran decree of 1059: no cleric or priest shall receive a church from laymen in any fashion, whether freely or at a price. Reiterated 1063.
· Feb 1075: Gregory denounces lay investiture.
· Spring 1075: Dictatus Papae.
· Informal jottings, not decrees.
· Crisis of 1075-83:
· December 1075: Gregory demands Emperor Henry IV do penance for opposition to papal decrees.
· January 1076: Emperor and German bishops denounce pope as false monk.
· Lent 1076: Gregory excommunicates emperor.
· Emperor excommunicates pope.
· Winter 1077: reconciliation at Cannossa.
· February 1080: end of peace, Gregory excommunicates emperor.
· Emperor sends army against Gregory and replaces him with own candidate, Clement III.
· Gregory flees
· Gregory’s last days:
· 25 May 1085, Gregory dies in exile at Salerno.
· Last Words (Ps 45.8; Hebrews I): ‘I have loved righteousness and hated iniquity; therefore I die in exile’.
· Failure of reformist dreams.
· Concordat of Worms, 1122, between Calixtus II & Henry V
· Compromise:  ceremony of lay investiture abolished, but not the right of nomination. 

Critics of Gregory VII
· Wido of Ferrara, On the Schism of Hildebrand, 1086,        distinction between spiritual and Monk of Farfa                                                                            temporal donation; ecclesiastical
· Anonymous of York                                                                   properties held by church in 
feudal tenure
· Ivo of Chartres						
													
Reform, Heresy & Holy War: some consequences of Gregorian Reform?
· Papacy as embodiment of Christianity, increased authority as centralised administrative power.
· Reform of local churches.
· Corruption defined as heresy.
· Rise of ‘Holy War’ ideology.
· Great Schism, 1054: East & West.
· New monasticism.

Overview of the Papacy in the 13th and 14th centuries:
· High point = Innocent III (Jan 1198 – July 1216) & Fourth Lateran Council (1215); collapse 50 years later.
· Increasing centralised admin
· Declining secular authority V firm spiritual power
· Pope as a crowned head of Europe: 
· Petrine commission: Christ’s command to Peter (Matthew 16. 18-19)              pope      
· Spiritual & temporal jurisdiction
· Monarch of papal states
· Head of ecclesiastical world (all churches)
· Right ratione peccati (‘by reason of sin’) to intervene in everything.
· Periodisation:
· ‘Papal monarchy’, 1198-1303 – esp: Innocent III (1198-1216): Lateran IV, 1215; Honorius III (1216-27); Gregory IX (1227-41); Boniface VIII (1294-1303).
· ‘Avignon’ papacy, 1309-1376
· The Great Schism, 1378-1417

Church & State:
· Age of ‘national’ monarchies; different sorts of kings
· Papal interference               secular rulers’ resistance, independence  (Edward I, Philip IV)
· Papacy: problematic electoral system & power of cardinals; church councils 
· Innocent III: articulation of Petrine commission & papal primacy
· Vicar of Christ on Earth
· Three tenets: what Christ said before, during, after Passion
· Unchangeable statements about faith, sole authority to teach

Fourth Lateran Council (1215)
· Crusade & Reform
· First truly universal council in West (Nicaea & Chalcedon in Rome): stress on universality
· More than 70 decrees
· Heresy, esp. Catharism: Raymond of Toulouse summoned
· Authority on/control over belief, testing for heresy
· Sacramental theology (yearly confession & communion at Easter)
· No new monastic orders; controls on relics
· Completes deposition of Otto of Brunswick
· Culmination of 150 years of reform

Papacy & Empire
· Imperial ascendency (Frederick Barbarossa & Henry IV of the Hohenstaufen) to 1197.
· From 1198 consolidation of papal ‘monarchy’ (Innocent III); 4th LC reform & expansion. 
· Union of imperial & Sicilian crowns in Frederick II (elected 1212; d. 1250)
· 1241 & beyond:
· Deterioration of relations between Papacy & Empire
· Rapid, unprecedented turnover in popes
· Innocent IV (1243-1254): 	
· Forced into exile by Frederick II
· Council of Lyons (1245): Frederick condemned for perjury, sacrilege, heresy, breach of peace; excommunication, deposition, etc
· To become king of Sicily
· Uses language & theory of Innocent III: the notion of two swords.
· Problems in the Empire

Empire & Papacy in Theory:
· Empire:
· Ancient roots, much change
· Growing gap b/w ideal of empire & medieval reality
· Papacy:
· Rome + theology & doctrine of authority
· Development of notion the God’s will done only through Church of Rome.
· Collaboration:
· Two swords (spiritual & temporal) of Christ; but both trying to be top

Rise of National Monarchies:
· Kingdom as state/body of citizens, not landed dominion + subjects
· Weakens notion of universal Christendom
· Overlap of territorial designs between pope & crowned heads
· Competition with papal-imperial predominance in West.
· Papacy: sophisticated doctrinal developments; woeful grasp of temporal/territorial change.

Kings of France
· Capetians, esp. Philip Augustus & Louis IX
· France as counterweight to Germany
· Rule in Sicily (Charles of Anjou)

Papacy in 13th cent:
· Councils: 4thLC (1215), Lyons (1245); 1274
· Increasing bureaucracy
· Difficulties:
· Gaps, short pontificates: 4 popes (Innocent III, Honorius III, Gregory IX, Celestine IV) from 1198 to 1254; 11 popes to from 1254-1294.
· Rise of the cardinals
· Ill-advised use of power & authority by popes – overuse of excomm., etc
· Rise of laity, literacy, education, urban/bourgeois/mercantile communities
· Rome unhealthy – popes stay away.

Growing Crisis:
· Idea of good & popes 
· Clerical corruption, vita apostolica, the challenge of the mendicants.
· Celestine V (July-Dec 1295): pious, unworldly, ill-equipped & ill-suited. Resigns
· Boniface VIII (1294-1303): 
· Clashes with Philip IV of France
· Public-relations faux pas: over-emphasis on pomp
· 1302, bull Unam Sanctam
· Captured, imprisoned, maltreated, dies
· Summoned on charge of heresy – unprecedented

Avignon Papacy:
· Election of pro-French Clement V, former bishop of Bordeaux, in 1305
· Avignon as seat of popes from 1309, permanent seat from time of John XXII (1316-34); no return to Rome till 1377 (tho’ repeated attempts)
· Destruction of the order of the Knights Templar
· Nadir of the papacy in minds & writings of contemporaries
· Marsilius of Padua, William of Ockham, Dante, Petrarch (‘Babylonian captivity’)

Great Schism:
· Death of Gregory XI, 1378 & troubled election of Urban VI 
· Urban VI versus Clement VII: schism             two, then three (John XXIII, 1409), popes.
· Council of Constance, 1414 & the emergence of Martin V, 1417. End of schism
