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Introduction 
It is widely recognised that there is a lack of trust and confidence in the police amongst young people than amongst adults (Sindall et al 2017 and UK Parliament, 2014). Stating that young people’s attitudes are usually negative towards the police. Research suggests that adults support the police if they view them as legitimate, suggesting that young people are likely to comply with the law if they also believe that police authority is legitimate (Hinds, 2007). If young people have a poor attitude towards the police, they are more likely to disobey the law and fail to report crime (Hinds, 2017). This claims that a good relationship between the police and public is essential in order for the police to work effectively and efficiently. 
It is especially important for young people to have trust in the police during investigations, specifically investigations involving young people. This will encourage young people to cooperate with the police in order to get a successful conviction. However, according to Clayman and Skinns (2010) young people are very reluctant to ‘snitch’ in these situations. This claims that young people will refuse to assist the police in their investigation because they do not trust the police and are concerned that assisting the police would impact their social influences, such as their peer groups. 
The aim of this research is to evaluate young people’s perception of the police in South West Wales. In order to achieve this, the research project aims to answer these questions:
1) What are young people’s perception of the police in South West Wales?
2) Will there be a trend between age and gender amongst young people’s perception of the police in South West Wales?
3)  Do young people tend to have negative attitudes towards the police? Why?
4) What can be done to strengthen the relationship between the police and young people?
Although research has already been done on young people’s perception of the police, there has been no research made in the South West Wales area, like Carmarthenshire. This would allow comparison between cities and rural areas. There has also been little information on whether there are trends amongst ages and gender of young people’s perceptions of the police.
The main objective of this research is to investigate whether young people do have negative perceptions of the police and to compare whether their gender or ages affect their views.
Literature Review 
In past decades, there has been an interest in the relationship between adults and the police. However, recently there has been an increase of interest of young people’s attitudes towards the police. 
According to Hurst and Frank (2000) the overall attitudes of young people are not as favourable as those reported previously by adults. Suggesting that adult’s attitudes towards the police are more positive compared to the attitudes of young people.
Police officers tend to monitor young people in order to prevent and detect crime, however this surveillance can cause young people to have negative attitudes towards them, as they feel harassed (Hinds, 2007). 
UK Parliament (2014) and Sindall et al (2017) believe that young people tend to have more contact with the police rather than adults. Young people tend to use public space more than adults, resulting in more contact with the police. This can cause a young person’s perception to change, as being detained or searched can be very traumatic for a young child. UK Parliament (2014) claims that a young person’s first contact with the police can shape their attitude. This means that if a young person has a good first experience with the police, they are more likely to have a positive attitude towards them. However, if they have a traumatic or upsetting experience, they are more likely to have negative attitudes towards the police. If a young person has a poor relationship with the police, it can cause them to be non-compliant with the law. Not only this, if a young person has a negative attitude towards the police, they are likely to have the same judgement as an adult (Hinds, 2007). This means that it is important for youths to have a good relationship with the police from their first experience. Once they have their negative judgement of the police, it is very difficult to change it. 
There are limited research studies on young people’s perception on the police. However, there are some research studies that have already been conducted. Firstly, Hurst and Frank (2000) studied ‘How Kids View Cops: The nature of juvenile attitudes towards the police’. Hurst and Frank (2000) wanted to conduct this research as juveniles comprise a significant proportion of the population that come into contact with the police. This research is very relevant to this research dissertation as it evaluates how young people view the police. In order to carry out this research, the researcher’s used a survey to collect their data. This is a great quantitative research method to gain a mass of information in a short period of time. There is also very little interaction between the researchers and participants (Kara, 2017). This suggests that the young people are more likely to feel comfortable to answer the questions honestly. The researcher’s conducted research in Ohio, USA and used high school students as their sample. Their findings suggest that there is little support towards the police from the juveniles, but when it came to the question about what attitudes the juveniles have towards the police, the most common response was ‘neutral’ (Hurst and Frank, 2000). This means that the young people have neither positive nor negative views of the police. There was also very little data on age and gender comparison.
The study was positive, it had a good research method and the findings suggest that the young people have little support towards the police. However, with majority of the juveniles responding with ‘neutral’ when it came to their attitudes towards the police, it provides little data on how they perceive the police. This provides a gap in research, as it allows an area to compare results between different ages and gender, as well as evaluating how young people really feel about the police. This research was also conducted in the USA in 2000, providing a gap in research within South West Wales and allowing for a more recent study for 2020. This will also allow for comparison between America and Wales. 
Secondly, Clayman and Skinns (2012) studied ‘To snitch or not to snitch? An exploratory study of the factors influencing whether young people actively cooperate with the police’. The researcher’s wanted to study whether young people would assist the police willingly during investigations illustrated by young people, or would they be reluctant to provide information that may lead to an arrest (Clayman and Skinns, 2012). This research is relevant to this research project, as it poses the question, will young people willingly assist the police? From previous research above, it suggests that young people will only report crime and assist the police if they trust them (Hinds, 2017). The researcher’s used a multi-method qualitative study during their research, including in-depth interviews and focus groups with young participants from schools in London (Clayman and Skinns, 2012). These research methods are great for in depth data face to face. This allows the participant’s body language to also be examined (Kara, 2017). However, with the subject matter, these methods may affect a young person’s answers as they may feel uncomfortable with telling the truth on how they feel. 
The findings of this research believe that young people are fearful of the consequences of assisting the police. However, the fear was due to their social influences, such as the consequences of ‘snitching’ on their peers, and local gangs, rather than fear of the police (Clayman and Skinns, 2012). This suggests that young people are unlikely to assist the police as they are worried about the consequences from their peers, as they will be branded a ‘snitch’ or they could get hurt. This provides a gap in research, as this study states that young people are unlikely to assist the police due to their social influences, rather than their own attitude towards them. This study does not go into depth about how young people feel about the police. This study was also conducted in London, a capital city in England. Whereas this research project will take place in rural South West Wales. This will allow for comparison between a city and a rural area. Overall, the research conducted by Clayman and Skinns has been very in-depth and successful. 
Research Methods
This research will contain both primary and secondary data resources. The use of textbooks and journal papers will be crucial in order to gain in-depth information relating to the research. After carrying out the literature review, it is evident that previous research studies have used either quantitative researcher methods, or qualitative research methods. In order to get the best data, a multi research method of qualitative methods and quantitative methods would be beneficial. According to Kothari (2004) qualitative research allows the research of attitudes, opinions and behaviour, whereas a quantitative approach is formal allowing analysis of data. The aim of this research project is to identify how young people perceive the police, as well as discovering any trends amongst age and gender. Therefore, a multi research approach of qualitative and quantitative research methods will be essential when carrying out this project. 
While doing this research it is important to note what research paradigm will be used. This research will be based on the interpretivism paradigm, as according to Hallebone and Priest (2009) this paradigm generates understanding of the topic and allows data to be analysed. This paradigm is usually associated with qualitative research and allows in-depth subjective understanding of people’s lives (Rubin and Babbie, 2010). This paradigm will be relevant in this project as it allows the understanding, interpretation and analysis of how young people truly feel about the police. 
After taking time to consider what research approach and paradigm to use within this research project, the research methods need to be considered in order to collect in-depth data to analyse for this research. In order to provide reliable and in-depth data, a survey and structured interviews will be used. Due to the current Covid-19 Pandemic, all research must be conducted online. Due to advanced technology, both these research methods can be conducted online. 
An online survey/questionnaire is a quantitative research method, which will allow data to be collected quickly. According to Kara (2017) questionnaires have a higher response rate compared to other methods as participants can complete them at their own convenience, while providing honest answers as there is no interaction from the researcher. This suggests that the participants are more likely to provide truthful answers as the pressure of researcher being present, will not affect their answers. This will also provide information from a lot of people, in a short space of time, while protecting their anonymity. This research method would be appropriate in this study, in order to gain as much information from the young people as possible. The main downfall of this method is that not every individual has online access. However, majority of young people own mobile phones, computers and tablets which will allow them online access. 
The second method for this research will be online structured interviews. These interviews will be conducted online through skype. This is a qualitative research method which will allow the researcher to gain information through observation and face to face interaction, while keeping the participants anonymous (Kara, 2017). This research method is appropriate to the study as it will allow a clear comparison of data between the participants and the online survey, in order to increase the reliability of the research. The interviews will be structured in order to analyse the data between the participants. The online interviews will be transcribed in order to use the data collected. The participants will have access to this, to ensure that they are happy to carry on with the research. They can withdraw at any time. 
It is hoped that both these research methods will provide in-depth and robust information on young people’s perception of the police. 
Ethical Issues
According to the United Nations (2020), young people are those aged between 15 and 24 years old. Therefore, the participants will be between these ages. In order to protect their identity, all participants will be anonymous. 
All participants will have to consent in order to take part in the research, and those participants under the age of 16, must also have parent’s or guardian’s consent. This research is voluntary, therefore the participants that take part, can enter the research freely with full information about the research before they take part. This will give them an idea on whether they want to participate or not.
During the online interview process, a qualified and experienced youth worker will also be present to provide complete protection if a problem does arise. If any participant shows signs of distress, the research will stop immediately. The safety of the participants is prioritised over the research. 
Although all participants will be anonymous, all information obtained will be stored on a personal laptop, which is password protected and only accessible by the researcher. If any information does become lost or leaked, then IT services, the dissertation supervisor and the participants will be informed. The police will also be informed if need be. The data will be kept for up to 12 months after submission in case of review or query. All data will be destroyed 12 months after the research project is submitted. 
Evaluation
After conducting research for this proposal, it has provided a clear plan on how this research project will be carried out. It is hoped that the research will provide in-depth data and be successful.
It is also important to identify any limitations that may occur. Due to this research being conducted online, the cost will not be an issue. There will be access to UWTSD online resources and the internet, which will allow extensive research to take place. However, it is important to note that the research is being conducted during a pandemic. This means that there will be no physical interaction available between the participants and the researcher. All information about the study will be provided to the participants in order for them to know exactly what they will be participating in. It is also important that all participants can have access to the researcher in case they wish to withdraw from the study. Therefore, the participants can do this through Email or through the phone. 

It is hoped that this study will provide information on how young people truly perceive the police. 
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