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Introduction

[bookmark: _GoBack]During a school placement at a secondary school in South Wales, I completed a small research task with a year 8 class under the supervision of staff in the science department. Spaced over three lessons, the aim of the research was to measure whether the use of a resource, called an inference grid, had any impact on pupils’ scientific literacy. A total of 27 pupils took part in all three research sessions. This report provides; an in-depth examination of the literature surrounding the research topic, an outline of how the research was conducted and any ethical aspects considered, the results and an evaluation, my conclusions, any limitations and suggestions for future research. For anonymity reasons, I will refer to the School throughout this report as school A, and the names of pupils that participated in the research will not be revealed. Instead, each of the pupils that took part in the research have been given an ID, the first character of which (either ‘F’ or ‘M’) tells the reader their gender.

Literature Review

The Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) is an international survey carried out every three years by The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) (OECD, 2018a). The first survey was completed by 43 countries in the year 2000 (OECD, 2018b). The most recent survey was completed by 79 countries in the year 2018 (OECD, 2018c). The aim of a survey is to assess the skills and knowledge of 15-year-old pupils in reading, mathematics and science, as they approach the completion of their time in compulsory education and begin preparing for either further education or work. More specifically, these surveys assess how well pupils can apply what they have learnt to real-life situations, an ability known as ‘literacy’ (OECD, 2018a). Scientific literacy is the ability to draw conclusions through observation of the natural world and the ability to use this information to make changes and decisions about human activity (OECD, 2009, 188).
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