


This essay will critically evaluate the increase of hate crime within the United Kingdom, with a main focus on the case of James Lee Williams and discussions about the LGBTQ+ community. Within this essay a demonstration of history revolving around hate crime and different types of this offence will be presented. Statistics and criminological theories will also be highlighted. There will be a great focus on police responses to hate crimes and how they vary between forces. This essay will also include a discussion on what is being done by forces to prevent hate crimes going forward.
The Metropolitan Police (2019) define a hate crime as a criminal offence which can be viewed by the victim or relevant person as a crime committed due to prejudice based on the victim’s race, religion, sexual orientation, disability or against an individual who is transgender. Hate crime can occur in the form of physical assault, verbal abuse and incitement to hatred and can take place in person or online (Medes, 2022). Similarly, the Crown Prosecution Service (2022) identify a hate crime to be of similar nature. Stating that the law recognises these same protected characteristics. This could help with policing hate crimes, due to the general consensus of the term. 
Recent data recorded in the United Kingdom suggests an increase in hate crime. In the year ending March 2019, there were 104,765 recorded instances of hate crime in England and Wales. In 2022, there were 155,841 recorded instances which showed a 24% increase. Of these recorded crimes, 70% were hate crimes targeting an individual’s race (Medes, 2022).  In 2023, 3% of all recorded crimes in England and Wales were hate crimes, this equates to 145,214 instances (Home Office, 2023).The Home Office (2022) found that transgender people saw the biggest rise in hate crimes with a 56% increase in cases since 2021, this is the equivalent of 4,353 cases (Nagesh, 2022). These statistics suggest England and Wales is becoming increasingly more dangerous for those who are in the LGBTQ+ community. Statistics published by the Home Office can suggest that the media creates negative narratives of transgender people and as a result of this causes an increase in hate crimes (Stonewalls, 2023). 9% of violent crimes against members of the LGBTQ+ community are hate crimes, compared to 4% of those who are not LGBTQ+. Members of this community are said to experience 5.4 violent hate crimes due to their sexuality or gender for every 1,000 people. Whereas those who are not LGBTQ+, the figure is 0.2 per 1,000 people (Dowd, 2022).
From 2021 to 2022 there were 8,730 recorded cases of religious hate crimes and this figure was in increase by 37% from the previous year. In 2023 there were 8,233 recorded hate crimes and 3,400 of these were targeting Muslims, this religious group had the highest number of hate crimes committed against them (Statista, 2023). An explanation for an increase in hate crime is social media. In 2019, it was discovered that an increase in hate crime online can lead to crimes against minorities. This research suggests that this is because the hate can migrate to real-life instances (Williams, 2019). An explanation for the increase of hate crimes could be increased reporting. Victims may feel more confident to report without the fear of repercussions. This suggests improved reporting systems for hate crime. With boosted confidence in the police and easy access to reporting, victims may feel more inclined to do so (NPCC, 2016).
Karl Marx’s sociological conflict theory explains how dominant groups within society want to minimise threats by those who they perceive to be dangerous, ethnic minorities and the poor. As a result of this, racial profiling has become an issue (Petrocelli et al, 2003). This theory sees the division within society between the proletarian, who are the working class, and the bourgeois, who are the ruling class. Marx thought that race and ethnicity related issues are second to class struggles. This theory helps to explain racial inequality within society due to the idea that the dominant groups in society see minorities as a threat. These dominant groups tend to be white people. 
Similarly, Functionalism Nash (1964) is a theory which focusses on the idea that racism is functional for those that are dominant in society. Racism is seen to have positive effects for society due to the idea of solidarity – functionalists believe that communities will have stronger bonds if they are all of the same ethnicity. For example, if a community which is made up entirely of white people purposefully exclude black people, they are seen to be stronger. Rose (1951) mentions how this idea fails to recognise the talents of those from other ethnicities and backgrounds and they should instead take advantage of those who have diverse skills. 
Hate crime is a punishable offence and the Home Office have instated that if a person kills someone because of their race, religion or sexuality then they will receive up to 30 years imprisonment. In 2011, the law was amended so that if a perpetrator murders someone due to a person’s disability or if they are transgender then they will receive the same sentence. Home Office aim to discuss any existing problems disabled people are faced with and establish whether they need to change the law (Home Office, 2011). It is evident that prior to the law change in 2011, hate crimes against those who are transgender and those who are disabled didn’t exist. 
A real-life example of a hate crime motivated by an individual’s sexuality is the physical attack of James Lee Williams in 2023. Alan Whitfield, 51 was found guilty in December 2023 of attacking a Drag Race UK star, James Lee Williams, known as the Vivienne in a Macdonald’s in Liverpool. Whitfield punched Williams in the face in a homophobic attack and stated Williams looked like an Oompa Loompa from Charlie and the Chocolate factory. Whitfield expressed his disgust with how Williams presented himself and questioned who he was wanting to impress. Williams retaliated by speaking about Whitfield’s skin (Johnson, 2024).The Crown Prosecution Service have concluded that this was a hate crime. Despite Williams denying accusations of the attack being homophobic, the Crown Prosecution Service agreed that this attack was motivated by the hostility of Whitfield towards Williams’ sexuality (CPS, 2024). Williams claims he asked Whitfield to stop but he would not. Emily Lloyd, Crown Prosecutor outlined that the comments made by Williams leading up to the physical attack is enough evidence to suggest the attack was purely homophobic (Parry, 2024). Whitfield was given a implemented a ban of contact with Williams. Judge Paul Healey told Whitfield his behaviour was “really appalling. The most serious…feature of the offence is that it was motivated by hostility to the victim because of their sexual orientation”(Weaver, p.5, 2024).
Detective Inspector Alan Nuttal, of Merseyside Police, in response to this attack made it known to the public that nobody should be subject to hate crime and officers will give their best effort to ensure offenders are brought to justice (Merseyside Police, 2023). Due to the rapid response of the police, one might think that the police want to make It known to the public that they do not support this behaviour. Merseyside Police officers have taken to patrolling the streets in Liverpool City centre in uniform and in plain clothes since the rise in LGBTQ+ hate crimes. Their aim is to raise awareness and demonstrate that these hate crimes are not acceptable (Merseyside Police, 2021).
Police responses have been known vary with crimes of this nature have varied. Joshua Beynon states he was made to feel like he was a criminal when he reported that he had been a victim of homophobic, sexual and violent threats. Beynon says the lack of response he received from Dyfed-Powys Police has made him reluctant to report a similar crime again. Beynon says he waited three years only to be told no charges would be made. Dyfed-Powys Police have since apologised expressing the way this was dealt was not of their desired standard (Belli, 2023). In this instance it could be thought that the police did not respond efficiently. Comparing it to the case of Williams and Whitfield, one might think that the lack of police response shows a lack of compassion and care for victims of these crimes. 
In 2021, Stephen Port murdered four gay men after drugging them with GHB drug, also known as the ‘date rape’ drug. The Metropolitan police were labelled institutionally homophobic due to their failure to deal with these crimes efficiently. It took the Met 10 months to submit Port’s laptop after he murdered his first victim. The Met’s search was deemed as not thorough enough due to their failure to notice searches made by Port regarding drug rape videos. The police admit that Port could have been arrested sooner than he was (Coles, 2021).
Research shows the link between diversity and race by the use of statistics. For every 1000 black people, 54 will undergo stop and search compared to 15 Asian people and 6 white people. This research demonstrates institutionalised racism within police forces. This suggests the need for change within police forces. Gavin Stephens, the chair of National Police Chief’s Council has admitted British police forces have seen little change in abolishing racism (Dodd, 2024). The Crown Prosecution Service state that they ensure their prosecutors are trained to deal with hate crime. Open and closed cases with relation to hate crimes are frequently checked to ensure they are dealt with properly (CPS, 2022).
The link between diversity and hate crimes is a complex problem, there are several factors which contribute to the link. Research has shown that hate crime occurs most commonly when the structure of a society benefits certain groups over others, for example a society when white, straight males are most benefited can lead to hate crime. Adding onto this, some criminals may believe certain groups of people present more of a threat to them so commit crimes due to the fear of this. Whilst there are factors which contribute to hate crimes, it is important to note that there is not a simple reason as to why people commit crimes of this nature. Furthermore, it is crucial to comprehend the idea that perpetrators of these crimes can be motivated by more than one prejudice, and does not have to focus on one characteristic in particular (Equally Yours, 2018).
To conclude, hate crime is on the increase in England and Wales and certain groups are more targeted than others. Nottinghamshire Fire and Police Service held their first hate crime conference in October 2023, with the intention of informing people on how to tackle hate crime (Nottinghamshire Police, 2023). With the overall goal of diminishing hate crimes and abolishing institutionalised racism and homophobia, there is ongoing support from several different authorities across England and Wales. There is a constant battle to tackle hate crime.
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