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[bookmark: _Toc37382535]Introduction: 
This paper will be based on children, family and young people. This report will contain and go in to dept about what a family is and family structure. This paper will give a brief outlook about what is childhood and go back in history to explain what children’s life was like in the past and talk about what life is like in present day. I will also talk about the key organisations involved in protecting young children and family and keeping them safe in the UK. I will also be discussing the legislation and acts in place that protect children such as safeguarding.
[bookmark: _Toc37382536]What is a family?
Family is a worldwide institution and it is made to complete some essential needs of manhood. Family delivers a living place, a protection, it brings up children; it provides food for survival and overhead all, it is a bond of feelings, sentiments and emotions. Family is a basic and essential social group generally connected and linked by relationship or marriage. Family aims to deliver its members with mutual social, emotional, expressive, financial and economic security. Family structure differs extensively– some sort of shared and communal living arrangement exists in all societies (McDowall Clark 2013). Typically, family is the unit of provision and delivery and care for the child (Wright, 2015).
[bookmark: _Toc37382537]Family structure:
Family structure is a greater identification and recognition of the family diversity (McDowall Clark, 2013). 61% of UK children live in traditional families with married parents in beginning of 21st Century. Not all children will live in such a family unit and some might not live with a family at all (McDowall Clark, 2013). In 20th Century the view of family much debated and the changes were theoretical, legal and practical. Divorce and remarriage more common.
[bookmark: _Toc37382538]What is childhood?
Childhood is the most amazing time of a child life its amusing the most joyful time, unforgettable and memorable period in every child’s life. Childhood is the first platform of life which children relish in whatever method they like. Childhood is the most important time as this is the first step to shaping up a child’s life. The parents love and affection towards their children and the child’s love towards parents, childhood is the best time for parents to teach and give a child the support and knowledge which will help them in the future. A good childhood and upbringing is vital as it paves the way to becoming successful in the future (UNICEF).                                                                                    
[bookmark: _Toc37382539]The key elements of family life and childhood:
A few key elements of the family life are, procreation, emotional and expressive base, sex relations, economical bond, upbringing, size of family, responsibility, social skill and control, upbringing of children and the childhood key elements are, love, affection, care, encouragement, inspiration and many other.
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[bookmark: _Toc37382540]Childhood from historical and present:
[bookmark: _Hlk36682332]In Ancient Greek and Roman times children’s life was very different from what we know in modern days. Children death rate was very high, most children were not given names after they were born due to the high death rates. They want new-born children to have good Physical appearance, and unwanted babies mainly girls often left to die. Children under the of   seven years had to stay at home with their mothers and were encouraged to play and gain inspiration and confidence. Children especially girls helped their mothers in household tasks and chores. They also, had the responsibility for caring and looking after their younger brother and sisters. Girls often stayed at home with their parents until they reached the age marriage which was 15 years. Boys often were pushed to socialise with adult men, and were encouraged to learn a profession such as, Building trade, black smith, coppersmiths, agriculture work and many other things. Men were getting married at later stage of their life mainly after the age of 30 were as, girls were getting married at the age of 15. For wealthier family with children specially boys they were educated from a younger age from 5-7 years old. And they were encouraged to play music, learn to paint and draw, become sportsmen (Wright, 2015). In Roman times there were gender differences such as, boys were bread winners they could go out and work and girls were looked at as an extra expense for poor families as they were not able to go out and work like boys.

[bookmark: _Toc37382541]Children life in present times:
The children life of this generation is a lot better than the children of old ancient roman times. children now are in a position where they do not have to do things that children in the past were obliged to do. Children is this modern have a stable family life and are able to do things that children should be doing such as playing with friends ang toys going to the park celebrating birthdays and be happy and not be classed as a burden and be classed as a blessing.  children now are educated from a young age. In the UK most children have a routine and timetable all children must attend school and is mandatory unless you are home schooled and, in that case, must be able to meet the educational needs and standards required by the government. Many children join the educational system from the age of 3 and start nursery then move up to reception and make their way up classes every year until they reach the end of school life which is year 11 (age16) after that they have a choice to go to college or do a apprenticeships. The children are given an education to better their lives and have a brighter future. A child has the right to be a child they should enjoy it and not have to worry about things such as work and looking after siblings as they did in the past.
[bookmark: _Toc37382542]The impact of Agencies and organisations involved: child protection/social service 
There are many agencies involved regarding the safety of children and are always working on ways to keep children that are in danger of being neglected and abused. The children protection agency is an organisation which was set up by the government to protect the life and welfare of vulnerable children from the hands of adults. There are different department of the chid protection services such as social service, children care home, education services. Every council has its own team of social workers and their job is to protect all children who are at risk of harm. The agencies and organisation can also provide help and support to the families of the children like housing problem and financial difficulties. Most agencies are run by the local council and are given the budget and funds to ensure that children are kept safe. The impact the service has had on the life of vulnerable children and family’s is huge and has had a positive impact in making sure the child has a safer, happy and better future and is kept safe and out of harm’s way. The service is there for everyone doesn’t matter what colour rase or ethnicity you are they are here to help. 
[bookmark: _Toc37382543]Child safety legislations and acts: 
The child safety legislation has been around for well over a century. the act was first introduced in 1889 and its purpose was to protect vulnerable and young children from being abused, neglected and taken advantage of. This enabled the authority to monitor and act against people taking advantage of children. This act gave children a freedom that children of that time has never experienced it gave the children a chance to be a child. The legislation put an end to child labour and made it illegal for any person or company employing children. Child labour was cheap and valuable to employers as they were able to do certain jobs that adults couldn’t do. The conditions the children were made to work in was very horrendous and unhygienic which led to children falling ill and unwell this was a health and safety issue which didn’t exist at that time. This legislation was very important and has helped shape the life of children in present times. the act had safeguarding policy which all organisations where children are involved in the UK must follow such as schools, nursery’s, childcare, and social services and all authorities involved with the safety and care of children.
[bookmark: _Toc37382544] Safeguarding:
Safeguarding policies are in place to ensure the safety of children and to make sure that children are not getting abused and mistreated. Safeguarding policies are a guideline for all organisation to follow to ensure the safety of children. Some organisations have their own policy, but they must fall in line with the safeguarding policy set out by the government. There are many organisations that have safeguarding in place for children and most have trained staff to deal and identify when a chid is in danger or in trouble. All the authority and organisation such as social service, child services, and childcare home must share information and data with each other to help protect children and prevent any danger to a child.
[bookmark: _Toc37382545]Vulnerable children and recommendation:
Children are the most valuable treasure for a parent and loved, cared for, looked after and protected from harm. Unfortunately, not all children are in that position. Some children may have parents that are alcoholics, drug abusers or may have a illness and not capable of looking after them. those children are vulnerable and could be in harm’s way they could be open to abuse neglect groomed and even turn to crime. That’s where the child services come in their job is to protect children that are vulnerable and to keep them safe. 
My recommendations to improving the services and authorities involved in the protection of children is to be given more funding. Funding is a major issue in this sector and is having a strain on staff. The budget cuts have led to shortages in staff and is a worrying as this may have an impact on the safety of the children that require help and support. If the funding was to be increased, it can have a positive impact on the vulnerable children. Services can employ more staff improve facility and give support to more children. It is very important to look after the younger generation as they are the future and they need protecting.
[bookmark: _Toc37382546]Conclusion:
From this report I have concluded that childhood is a key part of a child’s future. There are many benefits of a good childhood and upbringing as it is the key to unlocking the potential success of the child’s life. My research has shown the difficulties children faced in roman times and how different childhood was for children. I also looked at how different childhood and life is in present times and how different it is compared to roman times. in this report I discussed the importance of the legislations and laws in place that protect children and the policies in place such as safeguarding. I also talked about the changes that took place when these laws were decided and finalised and the impact it had and the improvement to a child’s life. I have come to conclude that the child support service is a vital agency in ensuring the safety of vulnerable children and making sure they are kept out of harm’s way. I also gave some recommendation on ways to improve some service and how it  can benefit the effectiveness of the agencies.
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