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                             ECGE4001-Portfolio of Study Skills Assessment Tasks
Part 1
In countries suchlike Iceland, they believe it is very important that children take part in outdoor activity. Government papers state that the outdoors is beneficial to children. The Curriculum Guidelines promote outside learning, as they believe it can help to engage children to think positively about the natural world. Johannesson and Noradahl (2014) dicuss the outdoors being beneficial for exercising and for healthy living. 
There has been a strong emphasis on the outdoors for many years in Iceland when it comes to schools, children between the ages of one to six have the chance to play outside every day. Whereas pupils aged between six to sixteen are given set times to be outside. There is not much research on what teachers do to help and promote learning outdoors, however this is going to differ depending on the schools and teachers. Having said that, there is evidence to suggest more is being done in schools to promote and use the outdoors for learning. In Reykjavik, the capital city of Iceland. 70% of schools state that they are using outside education more often (Oladottir 2008).

Adapted from:
[bookmark: _GoBack] Johannesson, I., Noradahl. K (2014). ‘Icelandic teachers’ views of using the outdoors’ Education 3-13: International Journal of Primary, Elementary and Early Years Education. Vol. 44, No. 4, September 2014, pp. 391-406.



Part 2a
This essay will talk about Forest Schools, which from the Forest School Network defines as “an inspirational process, that offers children, young people and adults' regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence, and self-esteem through hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment”. (Murray and O’Brien, 2006).
People are slightly worried that smaller children do not get regular opportunities to visit woodlands and other green places, like their parents would have. This is down to parents becoming increasingly concerned for their children's safety, and down to there being more for children to do indoors. (Murray and O’Brien, 2006). Some researchers have also found that if younger children decide not to not visit woodlands when they are younger, then they won't when their older either. By making this decision they will miss out on the physical and emotional benefits of accessing nature. (Ward Thompson et al, 2004). The learning that takes place outdoors can be very different to the classroom environment. The Welsh Assembly Government are beginning to encourage teachers to start ‘forest school’ in their own schools, especially during the foundation phase of school. 
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Part 2b
1. If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of plagiarism. It is important that students avoid this because they could be blamed for copying another's work. Which in turn would put not only your marks down but the student who you took the information off. To avoid this, keep track of the sources as you read and do work and try and reference your work in the same way all the time. 
2. Its false that you only need to reference when you use a direct quotation. This is because you need to state where all your information has come from not only direct quotations. You also need to state who wrote it, the year it was published and the name of the author.
3. Wikipedia is not a good place to search for information for academic assignments. This is because Wikipedia can not only be viewed by everyone, but anyone can add things to the website at any time. This would mean that any information you take from Wikipedia may or may not be true, therefore you may end up submitting incorrect work. 
4. A referencing guide tells you how to reference everything you may need to. This includes how to present a long quotation, which is more than 30 words or 2 lines of work. This is done by entering the work as a separate paragraph, making sure you indent the paragraph, following the in-text citations and remembering that quotation marks are not required. 
5. There are many ways you can begin to research for an academic assignment. The main and most popular way would be using the internet, this is because it’s the quickest way to be able to gather a lot of research. However, the use of books can also provide you with a lot of information and they provide unbiased and true research for your studies. A third way of researching is reading newspapers, this can be interesting to read and provide local and up-to-date research. Looking at reviews can also be handy for your research, it's good to be able to see different opinions on information. Lastly, legal publications can be beneficial to investigate as knowing the different laws may help a lot when it comes to writing assignments. 
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Part 3
The article named Students’ Perspectives on Cyber Bullying, written by Patricia W. Agatston, Ph.D., Robin Kowalski, Ph.D., And Susan Limber, Ph.D. is a report exploring bullying, solely cyber bullying and the way students view the situation in their school and outside of the school setting. The aim of the article is to illustrate the study which was conducted, and to gain a better understanding of the impact of cyber bullying on students, along with its needs for prevention. The article states that middle and high school students were interviewed, divided into genders they were asked a series of striped questions which lasted for approximately 45 minutes. 

The authors picked out several different findings. It states the definition of cyber bullying as “using the internet or other digital technologies such as cellular phones and personal digital assistants to be intentionally mean or to harass others”. The first main issue found was that particularly females view cyber bullying as a problem, but one rarely discussed at school. A second issue found was how most cyber bullying takes place outside of the school day, however it still impacts school. The authors also explained how young people are very sophisticated with technology and can be online without adult supervision. By demonstrating these findings, the authors are putting across a message of the facts found regarding cyber bullying in schools. 

The structure of the article has numerous issues. In places the author has used paragraphs, however these were not always used correctly. With new subjects not being put into new paragraphs and new paragraphs not being used where needed. Very lengthy and non-following paragraphs were also used by the author, making it difficult for the reader to make sense of what was trying to be said. The article also wasn’t structured in the way that numbers and statistics were thrown in everywhere, making it hard for the reader to gain important information. The author also didn’t title the article where it was necessary to do so, confusing the reader if they wanted to take notes from the text. Lastly, the author did not use an appendix in the work, which would have made it easier for the reader to locate information.

It seems that the article was made for everyone to be able to read as its not set out in either a formal or non-formal way, it has no set style. The article, especially in some parts was very difficult to read as it repeats itself a lot.  The article also wasn’t very accurate. For example, at the beginning it states that 148 students took part in the study, but then later saying the number was 150. The article does not persuade the reader to one side at all, with some unnecessary words used. In parts the article was biased. For example, it states that bullying effects mainly girls however the author has not supplied evidence to make this assumption. The author should have researched more about the subject and provided the reader with more references as a lot of the article was not based on facts.  

What the reader was getting from the article was difficult to understand in places. For example, the author states at the beginning of the article that it’s a ‘brief report’, however the article is in quite some detail. The main claim made was that cyber bullying is the worst form of bullying, however not much research was done into other forms. The evidence supporting the article was not strong, more reading should have been done on the subject. A repeated conclusion drawn was that students are familiar with technology, however there was nothing to support this. The author should have provided the reader with more facts on the subject. 

In conclusion, the article was somewhat interesting and did draw out some interesting points. However, in parts it was difficult to read and was not very accurate. The author seemed to repeat themselves a lot and did not organise the article in the best way. If the article had more facts and was laid out differently it would have been easier for the reader to understand and take their own information from. 
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