	Date and time, year group:
26/09/2022. In a mixed year 1 and 2 class. The critical incident took place several times throughout the day after an activity had taken place in the classroom.


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context
The critical incident first took place after a literacy, language and communication lesson had ended. This was the children’s first session of the day and they were in five different groups focusing on the topic ‘news’ where they discuss what happened over the weekend.






	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)
After the pupils had completed their literacy, language, and communication task, they were able to have some ‘free time’ on action stations which were different areas in the classroom where they were able to play. Some examples within the class context were a role play area, a construction area, a colouring corner, a reading, quiet corner and a technology area where there was computers and ipads. The classroom become a busy environment with lots of noise. Almost every pupil was doing something different within the classroom and there was little to no structure. However, after around 25 minutes, the classroom teacher returned from being with a group on action stations and went back to their computer where they loaded YouTube and typed in ‘the tidy up song’ into the search engine. I was unsure what this meant in terms of the classroom. However, as soon as the music began to play, every single pupil in the class stopped what they were doing and began to tidy up their area immediately. The classroom went from everyone differing in tasks to everyone focusing on tidying up. 








	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?
This critical incident allowed me to consider different theories that would help explain why this happened in this context. It led me to think of possible areas of research such as Glasser’s ‘reality therapy’, Pavlov’s ‘classical conditioning’ and Skinner’s ‘operant coniditioning.’ These areas of exploration will allow me to have a greater understanding of the context that was witnessed.









	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)













	Date and time, year group:
26/09/2022 – Mixed year 1 and 2 class. The critical incident was observed first thing in the morning when the children entered the classroom.

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context
The critical incident was observed as early as the school day could have started. It took place as the children were walking into the classroom. It appeared to be a normal routine for the children as they did it automatically walking into their learning environment. 






	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)
As the children were walking into their classroom, they were each holding a ‘check in’ piece of wood material that had their pictures attached to it and a piece of string that they could hang on a ‘feeling branch’ that was placed just outside of the classroom. The children all brought in their check ins from their coat pegs in the corridor and each took in turns to place them on the correct ‘emotion’ that they were feeling at the time of entering the classroom. The majority of the class had placed it on the ‘hapus’ branch, two individuals had placed theirs on the ‘gyffrous’ branch meaning they were excited and a further two placed it on the ‘drist’ branch meaning they were sad about something prior to entering their learning environment.  








	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

This led me to think about research surrounding the topic of emotional literacy and health and wellbeing. This would be extremely current area of topic to cover as since the global panemic, there has been a huge focus on health and well-being within schools.








	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)













	Date and time, year group: 
27/09/2022 – Mixed year 3 and 4 class. Critical incident was observed throughout the whole day within the learning environment. Particulary, during activities set by the classroom teacher. 


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context
The critical incident was observed early on in the school day. It was noticed once the learners had been set their lesson activity. The critical incident was observed within a Literacy, Language and Communication session where the children’s focus was revolved the chilren’s story ‘The little red riding hood.’ The classroom was set up with four different tables that had a varied number of students sat at them. I was informed by a learner that they stay in these seats for all activities within the classroom. The tables were all rectangle in shape and all students were positioned to face each other. Upon observation, all learners seemed to respect their classrom teacher and no negative behaviour was witnessed. 






	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)
The critical was noticed by how the teacher addresses the requirements of all students owing to the mixed age group and evidently mixed abilities by using differentiation and support tactics. There were four separate tables at which students were seated based on their abilities. Students were assigned to these tables for all learning activities in which they needed to participate. The tables were given Welsh names such as draenog (hedgehog), cnocell y coed (woodpecker), llygoden (mouse), and wiwer (squirrel), and the animals symbolized the ability of the students seated at the table. Despite the fact that there were four separate groups of ability and four very different activities being engaged in, the classroom teacher was able to manage her teaching environment effectively and ensure that an inclusive practice was being implemented at all times.







	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?
Areas of research that could be explored further within this critical incident could be be inclusion in the classroom environment and classroom/behaviour management. The teacher was able to divide her attention equally to suit all variations of ability and activity within her learning environment. This critical incident could allow the researcher to explore the importance of inclusion in the classroom and that all learners should have the opportunity to explore a classroom topic regardless of their ability. The researcher could also explore how scaffolding can be implemented in the classroom to ensure all learners are experiencing an affective lesson.







	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)













