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ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS IN SECTION A, CHOOSE 1 OUT OF 2 IN SECTION B

SECTION A

1. Describe the concepts of ‘weak’ and ‘strong’ sustainability.  In your response, you must outline what both mean, how both can be depicted and an example to highlight an example of one type of sustainability according to these descriptions.   [50 marks]
Model answer: Weak sustainability – natural capital is substitutable; strong sustainability – natural capital is not substitutable.  The student needs to mention natural and manufactured capital.  The key differences between the two need to be articulated, as per the table provided within lectures.  The notion of greenwash also should be mentioned (the Mickey Mouse model).  To demonstrate weak sustainability, the example of Nauru should be outlined – although the student is able to pick another of their choice.  An example of strong sustainability is making floor coverings from waste materials e.g. tyres, that would otherwise be sent to landfill.  Again, the student is able to pick an example of their choice.

SECTION B

2. Describe the 20-minute neighbourhood and how this can be considered a reality in the UK. Your response should provide examples as required.		           [50 marks]
Model answer: the key features of 20-min neighbourhoods (15-min cities) need to be outlined (diverse and affordable homes; well connected paths, streets and spaces; schools at the heart of the communities; good green spaces in the right places; local food production; keeping jobs and money local; community health and wellbeing facilities; a place for all ages).  Some of the principles of success also should be outlined.  Key lessons learnt from exemplars e.g., Paris, Melbourne, also need to be utilised in the response.

3. Congestion in our cities poses a significant burden on our economy, environment and society in general. Consider the case for congestion charging.  Discuss how successful road pricing been in London (Congestion Charging) and determine whether there is a strong case for it to be rolled out in every large city in the UK?	          [50 marks]
Model Answer: firstly, outline key travel statistics before then outlining the key facts of the London scheme including key changes.  The key sustainability considerations of introducing such travel pricing also need to be outlined (economic in relation to obtaining funds to help with other modes of transport, societal in relation to reducing pollution, increasing health benefits etc.).  Other examples e.g., Stockholm can also be discussed.   The merits of application to other large cities needs to be carefully argued.
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