Formative Assessment on Jason and the Argonauts

Jason and the Argonauts (1963) is a film which manipulates the events of the original myth to emphasise Jason’s status as a hero. This is done through the use of several of the film’s aspects including the film’s narrative, mise en Scene, and the editing choices made by the production staff. 

In the case of the narration, viewers who are familiar with the myth will know that the film’s plot is different from the story told by the Greeks. The film’s narrative is inherently similar to the myth in how it portrays Jason as a hero through his great deeds and ability to defeat mythical beasts. The plotline of the film is very different to the myth due to the production staff’s decision to create a plot cherry-picking various events of the original myth and merging them to make a different version of Jason and his crew’s adventures, an alternative telling which seemingly is designed to specifically emphasise Jason’s status as a hero at the expense of other characters from the original myth. For instance, the film has Jason defeat Talos on the Isle of Bronze and a Hydra in Colchis. In the original myth, however, it is Medea who beats Talos, and the fight with the Hydra never takes place. In can be inferred, therefore, that the plot was changed for the film to emphasis Jason as a hero by defeating the main monsters and enemies in the movie. 

Of course, the narrative is not the only device used to emphasise Jason’s heroic nature. The mise en Scene of the film also performs a role in the emphasising of Jason’s heroic status, especially the scenes which establish the god’s interest in him. Part of Greek mythology is that heroes have some connection to the divine, be they the offspring or through having the blessing of one. In the case of Jason, it is the latter, as shown through his interactions with Hera, Queen of the Gods. The set and dialogue compliment this aspect of the mise en Scene, especially through the use of the Argo’s figurehead of Hera which Jason uses to communicate with Hera during his voyage. The sets and lighting involved in the scenes on Mount Olympus, though not directly, also add to this relationship as it establishes the power of the Gods within the Greek World. In the first instance, the sets are white, and the lighting gives a brightness to the colour, which is reminiscent of its association with divinity. We then have the shots which depict the gods as being giants and Jason, a small man. This creates the idea that the gods are all-powerful and that Jason, as a hero, can rely on their power to perform his heroic deeds.       



