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Task One: Mind Map 
Available at: https://lucid.app/lucidspark/0cf2c884-9d3b-46a8-9df9-53d505b86abe/edit?viewport_loc=-399%2C-392%2C3927%2C1947%2C0_0&invitationId=inv_cb006eaf-2c18-4818-914b-177b4e23c6d8 
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Task Two: Summary 
Knife crime affects more than just those that carry sharp weapons, when a crime involving a knife occurs it brings devastation to families of all parties as well as having an impact on the community. The main perpetrators of knife crime are between the ages of 13-24, but the House of Commons (2023) has recently reported that 18% of the offenders of knife crime in 2022 were aged between 10 and 17. Youths between these ages sometimes are unaware or do not fully understand the impacts or consequences of carrying knifes or sharp objects. To carry a knife or sharp object is a crime in itself, and four years is the maximum jail time for this, as well as a 20 year sentence for the worst case, the murder as a result of stabbing. 
The government has issued a change in the way that the law enforcement should be dealing with these sorts of crimes, however they have backed officers fully in the increase of stop and search policy, (Home Office, 2022). There is little evidence to suggest that stop and search does actually decrease the amount of knifes carried publicly, officers claimed that more drugs than weapons were found, (Brown, 2020). However, since the increase of stop and search, more than 50,000 knifes/ offensive weapons have been taken off the streets and it is now easier than ever for officers to target and search known knife carriers, (Home Office, 2022). 
These sort of crimes are better known for being in much more deprived areas of the UK. There is an alarming number of knife crimes in larger cities like London and Cardiff. From figures set out by the mayors office (London) it is known that minority ethnic boys ranging in ages from 12-27 were disproportionately affected. They are more likely to be perpetrators or victims. Many sharing the attitude of rapper Headie One who wrote a line that says, “I’d rather be dead than poor”, (Perera, 2020). From this it is clear that some of these youths are desperate and carry knifes as way of threat so that they are more likely to gain something out of a robbery.
Speaking of desperation, Perera (2020), went on to suggest that this type of violence is ‘born out of deprivation’, essentially saying that those who are in poverty may be more likely to participate in knife or gang crime. Children who are in toxic environments are less likely to engage in school and find other ways of occupying themselves, Casey (2019) states that children who find themselves excluded from school are 200 times more likely to be caught up in gang culture and knife crimes than those who attend regularly. 
Since the COVID-19 Pandemic and the increase in the costs of living, the statistics of knife crime have only increased, as people are only getting more desperate and the rewards of violent crime increasing, (Robson, 2022). Sadiq Khan stated that “rising costs will deepen deprivation and poverty” which he believes to be the key drivers of violent crime. 




Task Three: Pitch and Flyer 
Knife Crime Prevention Pitch by Keeley Williams available at: https://clipchamp.com/watch/6kNGxfqDBDI 

[image: Text

Description automatically generated][image: A picture containing text, person

Description automatically generated]Flyer: 










Task Four: Poster
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Aiming to help our community
understand the impacts and
consequences of carrying and
participating in knife crime.
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Children as young as four caught armed with
knives as weapons at school.

}OOOS of knives confiscated
rom school children.

What would you do if this was your
child? Say no to knives, say no to
violence now!

45,000 Offences a year, put
the knife down and save a life.

Early intervention is key, act now to
save the lives of hundreds of children.
Hand in knives and say no to violence.




