Hakeem Uthman 
1913888
Academic and employability skills 
Essay on academic and employability skills
Lloyd Beharry

In this essay, I will be writing about Academic Essay and Employability Skills 
And I will be using my life experience as an example
Academic Essay can be referred to as a style that can be applied in writing to produce basic writing of an essay by providing solid skill of writing. According to Pitan and Atiku (2017) states ‘at a time of continued economic uncertainty and a highly competitive labour market, the undergraduate must be more proactive about their feature careers’.
Harvard Education (1999) stress that ‘academic essay aims to persuade the reader of an idea based on evidence’ that prompts me to used myself as an example. I started my academic life again in 2020 April after about twenty-five year of break from education for some reasons beyond my control. I have always wished and aspired to study law all my life, but it has been very difficult to achieve it. But now am back in the academic life and am enjoying it and determined to see it to the highest level I can achieve. My level of education initially was the general certificate of education which is often referred to as GCSE. I’ve always known that I need to get my academic goal in life and that is one of the reasons I enrolled at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David when the opportunity came because according to Brian Herbert() stress that ‘the capacity to learn is a gift the ability to learn is a skill the willingness to learn is a choice’. Before I enrolled at the university, I’ll say I am very poor academically because I have been out of education for a very long time and I am virtually illiterate in some technology that is been used in this Morden day. I will say I have gained a lot in my short time at the institution and thanks to the management and staff of the institution especially the lecturers who have made it very interesting and easy for students to be able to learn at the institution. In my short time at the institution, I have learnt a lot which includes been at least computer literate I have been able to write and spell properly and some other skills which I don’t have before I got into the university the lectures are very helpful and nice because they usually teach us in a way we will understand and they encouraged students to practise what we were been taught through some in-class activities such as writing letters and essays, doing research and reading, and how to use words and sentences. 
Academically am improving because am learning and willing to learn more because I believe education is very important my life because I aspire to be successful in life and I have an ambition of having my own business in future 
I know very well that academic and personal skills will play a very important role in my feature ambitions and that is one of the reasons am determined to get a degree from the university and hopefully with a very good grade. 
At the beginning of the course, I was sceptical about this module but as time goes by and I got to learn more about the module became more interested in the module because I now believe it will be very helpful for me in my feature ambition and from the time I started and up till now I can boldly say that I’ve progressed to a certain level that I think I’ve achieved a lot because I’ve gained a lot of academic knowledge. Although am not where I intend to be but at least I’ve made some good progress and I believe by the time I finish this course I’ll be able to upgrade in my workplace to the level I desire and also be able to set up my business and be able to run it perfectly 
I have gained a lot from studying at the university in my short time and I hope to gain more. Although it has not been easy after been out of education for a very long time but with determination and hard work, I have been able to reach where I am today. Learning at the university was very easy and nice at the beginning because we have to attend lectures and listen to the lectures when teaching which I think was very good and easy to understand but along the line, there is this outbreak of a pandemic called Coronavirus which has made almost all aspects of daily life to shut down which means we have to study online via an online platform from home. This has been very challenging because many factors don’t make it very easy for me to study and understand everything that is been taught by the lectures. One of which is not been able to hear some lectures properly when they speak because of some technical issues and another reason is the fact that I am at home and in the midst of my family I get easily distracted because I can’t focus properly during the online lessons Although the university management has been doing wonderfully well in trying their possible best to make sure students get the best possible lessons they can, it has not been easy because for many of us this is the first time we are doing online lessons. But with the help of the university and the lectures, we are doing just fine.
And I hope very soon everything will get back to normal and we will be able to go back to receiving our classes at the university. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Employability Skills are a skill that can be used in employment which can be put in practice for the better outcome of the organisation such as experience, attitude and knowledge. Stem Learning (2019) employability skills are often based on knowledge, technical and attitude skills which employers greatly value in their employees. I will also use myself as an example of writing about employability skills. I can boldly say that I am more employable than when I started this course because I have gained some knowledge and skills which I can apply at my workplace or any work interviews that I attend now. 
I work in a hospital environment as a porter and I’ll like to apply for a higher role in the hospital environment and I think I am gaining more skills and knowledge that will help me in achieving this goal I know my strength, weaknesses and I know the opportunities and threats that are associated with my goal and ambition to be achieved. Some of my strengths are my confidence, punctuality and good timekeeping. I can say very well that I am always very confident in carrying out any task assigned to me at my workplace and I can attribute this to my eight years of experience doing the job and I am also very good at been punctual and keeping to time I have never been late to work unless in some extreme circumstances that were beyond my control and this Is one of the reasons my manager appreciate me because am very reliable when it comes to attendance and punctuality. And I think my weakness is my communication skills, I am not a very good talker when it comes to talking but I think am a good listener and my not be able to talk properly is down to the partial disability that I have due to my voice box been removed because of cancer of the larynx ever since I  have had this surgical procedure I have lost my voice and I have not been able to speak properly, I have been speaking with an artificial voice which is not as good as a normal voice but I am still trying in all the ways I can to improve on this and always try to get my message across while speaking. The best opportunity I have is that I have started my academic lessons which are very good for me because it has given me more opportunities to be able to learn more ways I can improve on my communication skills despite my disability and I think am improving on it. My utmost target is to be able to communicate properly and also to get a degree from the university in other to be able to reach my greatest height and I have set this as a goal that should and can be achieved by me but it’s going to be a long term target which I can’t predict but surely and slowly I will get there. I am very sure that with determination, dedication and hard work I will be able to achieve this goal. I have been in my present employment for eight years and I understand how it works in a world of work and I also know what most employers look for in an employee I have had an experience of going to interviews and I have also had the opportunity of been coached by some recruiting agencies, they normally look for some qualities in a potential employee and the qualities are mostly to do with the role an employee is been recruited for but one general quality they look for is a good customer relation, a smart and able-bodied person that is capable and committed to work, many recruitment agencies will always advise employees on the role they are been recruited for. They do this to be sure that an employee is best suited for the role. 
I went through all this when I was been recruited for the job I am in now. I started by going to the jobcentre where I was assessed by an agent and due to my disability, I was referred to an agency that recruits for employers on behalf of the jobcentre, at the agency I was assessed and interviewed by an agent to know what my disability was and what role I’ll fit in best for. While I was booked to attend meetings with one of the agents for some weeks where I was taken through some coaching and training on what employers look for in people and I was also trained on how to pass a job interview I was also taught on what I should expect at the workplace and also what is expected of me as an employee in a workplace. And I will say this has helped me greatly. I’ll also say the training and advice I got from the agency is one of the things that has sustained me at my workplace till today. Because I remember that we were twelve in number that attended the job interview and only five of us were employed, and out of the five of us that were employed, I am the only one still in the employment all the others have been sacked for one reason or the other. And I’ve learnt a lot in my workplace in terms of what it takes to be at work. I have learnt that to be able to stay long in employment you need first to love what you do and be dedicated to the work you also need to be friendly, approachable and understand your work environment. At work you need to be attentive to details and carry out your task as required by your terms and conditions of employment, I realised that at the workplace if you are good at what you do and punctual you will be well-loved and trusted with task and that is one of the good and best qualities that employers want in anyone they are employing. In any work you are doing it is also good to be friendly and nice with your colleagues and management this will help you to progress and be happy at work.
I have developed a personal plan for myself and I plan to be successful in life and achieve my set goal in life.
In conclusion, Inspira (2016) talked about ‘5 employability skills that are valued by the employer which are communication, problem-solving, planning/organising, negotiating and positive mental attitude’ which I have highlighted above.
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