Research Methodology

Introduction:

	In order to commence any study, it is imperative that research and methodology are fully understood. According to Md. Saiful Alam and Asmawi, (2024), undertaking an academic study is a highly intricate process comprising several components. It entails a series of structured actions, decisions, and procedures. Verma Verma and Abhishek (2024), simplify this, stating that “the purpose of research is to discover answers through the application of scientific procedures.” The Cambridge Dictionary (2019), defines methodology as “a system of ways of doing, teaching, or studying something.” 

This chapter will discuss the methods by which the researcher employed to investigate the question, “Is gender bias a barrier to male victims reporting domestic violence to the police?” It will also detail considerations on ethics, confidentiality, sampling, data collection types, and tools.


Ethical practice:


	According to Magalhães (2024), ethics and integrity are inherently interconnected in the framework of an accountable study. UK Research and Innovation (UKRI) (2023), states that the primary objective of research should be to achieve the greatest advantages for individuals, the community at large, or both, while eliminating potential risks and negative consequences. In order to address this issue, the research community has implemented ethics codes and guidelines, institutional ethics review boards, and mandated formal ethics standards. To comply with these standards, the researcher submitted a detailed ethics form to the University of Wales Trinity Saint David (UWTSD) as part of the research proposal in order to gain approval for the study. A clear description of the study's goals and a clear description of the suggested data gathering techniques demonstrated the researcher's diligence in identifying potential risks to study participants and developing measures that reduced them. Information on study data storage, confidentiality, and participant freedom was included in the ethical consent form, to further address any ethical concerns.



Independence and impartiality:


	Ahuja and Dr. Kankana Baishya (2024), explain that research integrity refers to the dedication to carrying out research with openness, integrity, and ethical principles. The researcher has identified some personal connections with the study topic, however, personal views will not form any part of this research, in concordance with guidelines.
 

Ethical research and participant confidentiality:


	According to Wang et al., (2024), to safeguard the privacy of participants and ensure their anonymity, researchers are required to eliminate the names of the participants. In accordance with this sentiment, the survey did not ask participants for any personal details, negating the requirement for a privacy disclosure. To comply with research ethics, all participants provided their consent prior to taking part in the survey, and were provided with a disclaimer detailing the study objectives and how the data would be stored. This complies with the data protection guidelines provided by the UWTSD (2024), which state that research data and records should be removed or destroyed with confidentiality and security in mind. Participants were made aware that they could exit the survey at any point and that their data would be deleted and omitted from the results. Contact details for the researcher and the UWTSD were clearly provided should the participants wish to raise any queries. In accordance with the Data Protection Act (2018), which provides guidelines for the safe handling and storage of data, with this in mind, the participants were reassured that all data would be securely held on approved password protected devices for no longer than would be necessary. According to Sjølie (2024), researchers must be aware of their own biases and how they may impact their research, including setting hypotheses, citing literature, presenting results, discussing implications, and selling the story. Considering this, the researcher undertakes the investigation with a free-minded attitude. 


Research methods:


	Academic researchers frequently employ a combination of qualitative and quantitative methodologies derived from several disciplines (Ghafar, 2024). For an effective data collection method to be chosen, a thorough understanding of qualitative and quantitative methods is needed. According to  Pregoner (2024), qualitative research delves into the opinions and environment of subjects, resulting in profound and sophisticated findings. In contrast, quantitative research places emphasis on mathematical information and analysis using statistics, therefore yielding objective and measurable results. A mixed-methods study deliberately integrates both types of research methods, promoting thorough comprehension and strong verification through the triangulation of information. The researcher decided to employ a mixed-methods approach for the survey, in which it was anticipated that quantitative data would be derived from the multiple choice questions and qualitative data would be received from the open answer question, which allowed participants to add responses that they thought had not been addressed within the question fields. It is believed that this approach will yield rich empirical data pertaining to gender bias as a barrier in the reporting of domestic violence. This is supported by Meitinger and Kunz (2022), who say that open-ended questions often yield valuable insights into the views and assessments of respondents, making them a vital complement to closed questions in  research.
	

Research tools:


	According to Shiyab et al., (2023), the cost-effectiveness and potential reach of online surveys have made them increasingly popular in research. The researcher chose to formulate a survey using Microsoft Forms and distribute it via WhatsApp and email. The Occupational Support Unit (OSU) of SWP distributed the survey to response police officers across the SWP western force Basic Command Unit (BCU) and it was anticipated to receive between 50 and 100 responses. Agans et al., (2023), warn about the potential for fraudulent data to be collected through online surveys. In their research into parents of adolescents, they discovered 86.4% of respondents to be fake. The researcher has mitigated this possibility of choosing a closed group of officers. It was also thought that the anonymity aspect would allow officers to provide truthful answers. 


Sampling technique:


	Sampling is the systematic procedure of choosing an optimal sample that accurately represents the whole population of the intended study. Demographic sampling is the process of selecting a smaller group of persons, items, or data points from a larger population in order to make observations or draw conclusions about the total population (Hazari 2023). A quota is defined by Hazari (2023), as a group of people with similar characteristics. The researcher employed the quota sampling method and chose a closed group of response police officers. There were two specific  reasons for selecting this closed group, the first being that response officers regularly come into first hand contact with domestic violence incidents. This is supported by Nesset et al., (2017) who state that law enforcement officers frequently serve as the initial responders to incidents of domestic violence. The second reason was to ensure that sensitive questions were not put to untrained persons, such as domestic victims themselves, which could potentially trigger an adverse response. 
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