THE STORY OF BUILDINGS IN CARMARTHEN


[bookmark: _GoBack]Carmarthen is a small market town in west wales. It is one of if not the oldest towns in wales dating back to roman times when it was known as maridunum meaning (seaport).

St peters church.
The church was first mentioned in 1110 in battle abbey. The church has served Carmarthen for over 1500 years. The church is also mentioned in the black book of Carmarthen the earliest book written solely in Welsh. The church itself consists of a long five – span nave in a rectangular shape dating back to around the fourteenth century. The church has seen many additions over the century’s such as the floor of the chancel being restored in 2000 and in 2001 essential weather proofing carried out to the tower.[image: ] 







The church itself is 52 meters long and 15 meters long. The tower contains eight bells four of which are the originals. Saint peters had the only Consistory Court in Wales. It was the Consistory Court for the Diocese of St David's which used to be presided over by the Chancellor of the Diocese. It heard matters of ecclesiastical law including matrimonial and probate matters.
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    Although the exact date of the church's foundation in unknown, its recorded history dates from the reign of King Henry I (1100 - 1135). The earliest known record of Saint Peter's is found in the Chronicle of Battle Abbey - the abbey built in Sussex by William the Conqueror to commemorate his victory over King Harold in the Battle of Hastings in 1066. It states that the church was conferred upon Battle Abbey by Henry I "in the time of Abbot Ralph" (1107 - 1124). Battle is some two hundred and seventy miles from Carmarthen - in the South East of England. However, it is very likely that St Peter's had existed for very many years before this. The possibility that a Celtic pre-Norman church originally stood on the site of Saint Peter's cannot be ruled out, however, since the church lies just inside the west gate of the Roman walls of Moridunum (Roman Carmarthen) and the churchyard appears to have been circular or oval in origin, a characteristic of Celtic practice. This suggests it was a 6th or 7th century church.

Saint Peters (Stpeterscarmarthen.org.uk, 2020) is the oldest building in Carmarthen that is still used for its original purpose as a place of worship. As you walk into the building you notice the grandeur of the building as you look up to the ceiling and look around at the wonderful stained glass in view. St peters is thought to be one of the only surviving churches still associated with the monastery. The organ is dated back to 1760 and was ordered by George III and was intended for Windsor castle. It was built by George pike but was never installed in the castle. Due to subsidence the organ was moved to its current position in 2001.




YR EGIN CARMARTHEN

Located on the UWTSD campus YR EGIN as part of a creative centre for wales. Opened by former first minister CARWYN JONES in October 2018.
THE DESIGN
Designed by the rural office for architecture in partnership with BDP architects the building is a striking mix of glass and steel to produce a modern building in a historic market town.
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Designed to be a light and airy workplace linking all staff members together as one. The modern contemporary design allows the flow of people through the building in a fluid motion.
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THE FLOOR PLANS 

ST PETERS FLOOR PLAN
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The floor plan allows the light to shine through the windows allowing all day sun and a fluid flow for the congregation.

YR EGIN FLOOR PLAN
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The floor plan of YR EGIN allows for a constant flow of movement throughout the building. And due to the amount of glass means there is always a different vue from all angles.
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