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[bookmark: _Toc7772561]Introduction 
I have decided to write my Dissertation on the subject matter of the written word. The first recordings of the written word date back to around “3200 B.C by Sumerian scribes in the ancient city-state of Uruk, in present-day Iraq, as a means of recording transactions, cuneiform writing was created by using a reed stylus to make wedge-shaped indentations in clay tablets” (Editors, 2016).  I have decided on the title of “Reading today and the Future”. This title allows for a broad base for the myself to research. However, the main question that I wish to answer is where the written word is heading. In researching any topic on where it’s future lies you must first research where it has been. Also, I have decided on this topic, as reading is a large part of my personal life. However, furthermore the written word and reading is also a large part of any educational, academic field and work life. Within my personal life I find that reading is a grate way in destressing from a busy day. Moreover, it is also a way in which that I communicate with friends and family that live away. Although in doing this, I do use the medium of emails, text and social media.  
The written word has not only been a major contributor to our history and our lives at present, but it also has a vast impact on where our future lies in all aspects of the human life. In the early middle ages, the written word was confined to the “clerical elite” whilst the rest of society conducted their affairs orally (McKitterick, 1989). However, in today’s day and age the written word is the most popular method of communication either through emails, text, social media, on the rare occasion through a letter and other many forms of written communication (Alton, 2017). Mankind uses the written word in their daily lives, not only using it to communicate within out personally lives with friend and family but also within our work life and education.  
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In hopes of answering my question of the present and future of the written word I will be investigating several questions;
1. To investigate the history of the written word
2. Identify what is reading?
3. Identify what is writing?
4. Investigate how it has changed in the last decade 
5. Do people still use paper books
6. Which do people prefer, Paper or eBook’s?
7. Explore how people visualise books and the written word being in the future?
In answering these questions, I will be using two different research methods. The first will be through my own secondary research by using books and the internet to search for the relevant material. Additionally, my second secondary research method will be through the use of the Qualitative Methodology where I hope to interview people and conduct focus groups from reading clubs, local lecturers and general readers.
	Whilst conducting my research I have found several interesting reading materials’, I have selected a few for this proposal. One such item is a book called ‘What Is World Literature?’ written by David Damrosch. This book states that reading and writing are not two different aspects, but a form of communication that are intertwined, as without one we cannot use the other. David Damrosch states that;
“world literature is not an infinite, ungraspable canon of works but rather a mode of circulation and of reading, a mode that is as applicable to individual works as to bodies of material, available for reading established classics and new discoveries alike.” (Damrosch, 2003)
“It is important from the outset to realise that just as there never has been a single set canon of world literature, so too no single way of reading can be appropriate to all texts, or even to any one text at all times” (Damrosch, 2003)
These statements show that not only is writing a personal experience, but it is also a way of sharing information and exploring new avenues. However, this information will have a different outcome of meaning to each individual, as they will interpret the information from their own experiences and perception.
Walter Kintsch, a Professor of Psychology and Neuroscience and creator of the Kintsch’s model of reading (Kintsch, n.d.), supports David Damrosch theory of the two aspects of reading and writing being intertwined. The report ‘From “What is Reading?” to What is Literacy?’ published in 2017 expands on this theory; 
 “In Kintsch’s model, the text plays a key role in comprehension and is conceptualized at two levels: the sentence-level ideas (microstructure) and the discourse-level organization (macrostructure). Together, the microstructure and macrostructure comprise the textbase, or what the text actually says.” (Katherine K Frankel, 2017)
However, the paper illustrates that it is not enough to be able to read, the reader must also be able to understand what they are reading.
 “which requires integration of the information in the text (textbase) with background information originating with the reader, including goals, interests, and prior knowledge about the content of the text as well as about reading itself.” (Katherine K Frankel, 2017).
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The aim of this proposal is to explore the current and future of peoples reading practices. In doing this I will explore the following objectives;
· Peoples current reading habits
· The future of the written word and peoples feelings of this. 
	In deciding on which paradigm method of research, either Qualitative or Quantitative, to utilise in my dissertation should be based on my research topic as “these methods are often evaluated differently” (Silverman, 2000) and not on the researchers preferred paradigm method. The table below is taken from the ‘Doing Qualitative Research’ book and illustrates the different aspects of the Qualitative and Quantitative Methodologies (Silverman, 2000, p. 2);
	Qualitative 
	Quantitative 

	Soft 
Flexible 
Subjective 
Political 
Case Study 
Speculative 
Grounded
	Hard 
Fixed
Objective 
Value-free
Survey 
Hypothesis testing 
Abstract 



Hammersley states that “our decisions about what level of precision is appropriate in relation to any particular claim should depend on the nature of what we are trying to describe” and “not on ideological commitment to one methodological paradigm or another” (Hammersley, 1992, p. 163) 
[bookmark: _GoBack]I have decided to use the Qualitative Methodology within my dissertation as this topic is underpinning people’s thought and feelings. Furthermore, this is due to the fact that in exploring my chosen topic I will be researching readers current practices and future reading habits. Additionally, this will also explore people’s feelings of the current and future of reading. The Qualitative method underpins the social world and its philosophical interactions. The Qualitative methodology involves an interpretive naturalistic approach to the research. Furthermore, the qualitative method turns “the world into a series of representations, including field notes, interviews, conversations, photographs, recordings and memos to the self” (Norman K. Denzin, 2008, p. 4). “Qualitative researchers are guided by certain ideas, perspectives or hunches regarding the subject to be investigated” (Carr, 1994) allowing for personal perception. Within my dissertation I will be implementing two different approaches to the Qualitative method, these will be; interviews and focus groups.
	In conducting a Qualitative methodology within my interviews this ensures that I ask the right questions, this is paramount. ‘Qualitative Research Practice’ book it states that to begin formulating your questions you should first decide on the set an aim for the research and a set of objectives. Once these have been met the researcher should follow through with a “series of ‘sub-questions” (Jane Ritchie, 2014, p. 51), by following these steps allows for further clarification on future questions.  Furthermore, to ensure that I word the questions correctly to gain the opportune answers I will be taking my time writing them whilst also bouncing the questions off my peers in a feasibility study. By conducting a Qualitative and not a Quantitative methodology I am able to interpret peoples body language as well as what people are saying, this allows for a more perceptual analysis. Furthermore, the Qualitative method is a more flexible approach whereas the Quantitative is a numeric, right and wrong avenue with no grey areas of interpretation. This is supported by a journal article from the International Journal for Quality in Health Care on the Qualitative methodology;
“They are now viewed by social scientists as a flexible and cost effective method for exploring attitudes experiences and responses of non-random samples of people who fit a particular profile” (SOFAER, 2002),
“the language they do and do not use in talking about” (SOFAER, 2002).

Logistical and ethical considerations
When conducting any research programme, the logistics must be taken into consideration. However, I am very fortunate as the financial component within my research will be reasonably low as the main consideration will be within the time elements and the access to the required study matter within libraries and also from online sources. 
The financial components will be relatively low. Furthermore, these will include the cost of travel to any reading groups and libraries that are further afield to where I live, as well as any research papers, book and other reading material that will be purchased online. In addition, when conducting any interviews, I will be utilising my own technology such as my mobile phone for recoding and laptop for typing up any notes, this will help in keeping costs low.
In addition to the financial components, are the time constraints. Like any research projects the second main factor to take into consideration is the time. These include the time frame that it takes to conduct the secondary research, prepare questions and carry out the Qualitative research, following on from there is the analysis and the write up of all the findings. 
When including individuals, apart from yourself, within a researcher program the most important factor that must be incorporated are the Ethical issues, this is vital and the most important aspect of any study. Within my dissertation I will be encountering many different individuals within my interviews and focus groups. The ethics that must be considered are;
· That all participants are fully aware of the reason and method of the research
· Explain in full that if any participants become uncomfortable the interview will be terminated immediately 
· Ensuring all participants are over the age of 16
· Participants are only observed with their knowledge 
· Explain in full that any recordings will be password protected and will be deleted once the dissertation is marked. 
By providing an ethics form for participants within my Qualitative research to fill in, I will be ensuring that there are no threats to the participants or to myself. Should an ethics form not be obtained this could lead to legal action. The “impact on a research participant's settlement in the event of a claim and could damage UCL's insurance profile” (UCL, 2015).
[bookmark: _Toc7772564]
Planned Timetable 
	The table below shows the time frame that I hope to follow when conducting my dissertation this will help in keeping me on track with the work conducted. I shall begin with my work in October 2019 and shall aim to finish in May 2020.
	
	Oct/Nov 2019 
	Dec 2019 
	Jan 2020
	Feb 2020
	March 2020 
	April 2020 
	May 2020 

	Complete proposal and Ethics forms
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Identify interviewees and begin own research 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Draft questions for interviews and arrange for interviews
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Continue own secondary research 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Conduct interviews 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Compile and analyse research material from both interviews and own research 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Draw findings and complete dissertation 
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