[bookmark: _GoBack]Making use of the funerary evidence associated with the Münsingen-Rain burial site, discuss how the evidence can be used to identify changes in social status during the 5th-1st century BC.

Situated upon a small plateau in the Aare Valley in Switzerland, this early to middle La Tène period[footnoteRef:1] burial site[footnoteRef:2] contains c.220 identifiable burials[footnoteRef:3], mainly inhumations[footnoteRef:4], three-quarters of which contain grave goods[footnoteRef:5]. The 240-year period of occupation of this site and the significant osteoarchaeological analysis of the interred human remains in combination with the high proportion of grave goods makes this site fantastic for analysing the manner in which one can use funerary evidence to identify the fluctuations in this community’s social hierarchy. With the details of this archaeological site in mind I shall be examining both the osteoarchaeological analyses of human remains and the grave goods unearthed alongside them utilising distribution patterns document through the use of horizontal stratigraphy[footnoteRef:6], as to provide a well-rounded and rational approach to social changes within this pre-Roman iron age community. Firstly however, we must examine the subject matter; what do we mean by social status in our La Tène A to La Tène C period of occupation of this site and did the inhabitants live in a strict social hierarchy? A simple but very compelling answer is explored by Müller, Jud and Alt[footnoteRef:7] who build upon the well-established theory that the construction of vast burial mounds known as tumuli and the grave goods that they contained were meant as an expression of power by a high-ranking social group in a turbulent “unstable system”[footnoteRef:8]. This need to express power spanned the Hallstatt period[footnoteRef:9], yet this does not mean that in our firmly La Tène cemetery with its complete lack of burial mounds[footnoteRef:10] that no social grouping had the need or ability to express their power. On the contrary Muller et Al push back against the idea of an egalitarian society being present here in Münsingen-Rain. Instead arguing that such conspicuous displays of power and prestige simply are not required in a “stable and broadly supported system” that exists here by the La Tène A period[footnoteRef:11], and that therefore these simple burials represent what they dub a “hidden elite”[footnoteRef:12]. Personally I would argue in favour of this view as the grave goods present at Münsingen-Rain can clearly support this theory, with only some of the adult male burials containing swords or spears and with only a solitary shield and no helmets being recovered from across the site[footnoteRef:13] thus we can see that this was not a particularly martial culture[footnoteRef:14], indicating a period of relative stability.  [1:  Whilst a wholesomely worthy topic the debate as to whether it is acceptable to really use the term ‘La Tène’  due to its vague and imprecise nature is beyond the range of this essay, but in an attempt to rectify this I shall endeavour to be precise as possible when discussing dates and will be utilising the system created by Muller et Al (Muller et Al. 1999) for creating subdivisions within the overall ‘La Tène’ period in Switzerland. This is as follows: La Tène A 450-400BC, La Tène B 400-240BC and La Tène C 240-150BC.]  [2:  Müller, Jud and Alt. 2008. Pg.462.]  [3:  Ibid.,]  [4:  Ibid.,]  [5:  Müller, Jud and Alt. 2008. Pg.463.]  [6:  Moghaddam, N. Müller, F. Hafner, A. 2014. Pg.1. brought to my attention the importance of this dating technique as discussed by Müller in his 1998 paper: Münsingen-Rain, ein Markstein der keltischen
Archäologie. Funde, Befunde und Methoden im Vergleich.]  [7:  Müller, Jud and Alt. 2008. Pg.466-467.]  [8:  Müller, Jud and Alt. 2008. Pg.466.]  [9:  Fernandez-Götz, M. Krausse, D. 2013. Pg.480. Here is a highly plausible explanation for the construction of large earthwork burial mounds in relation to the firmly Hallstatt period site at Heuneburg.]  [10:  Müller, Jud and Alt. 2008. Pg.462.]  [11:  Ibid.,]  [12:  Müller, Jud and Alt. 2008. Pg.463.]  [13:  Scheeres, M. 2014. Pg.19.]  [14:  Ibid., Scheeres notes that the age of these ‘warrior’ males is abnormally high, with over half in the 40-60 years range thus indicating a possible lack of conflict or need to heavily defend oneself and community across our LTA – LTC time period here in Münsingen. ] 

Thus, we have established that the occupants of the Münsingen-Rain graves more than likely lived in a stable society, now we must examine the evidence for social changes within this community. In terms of what delineates this elite social class buried within the cemetery from the other inhabitants of the valley we have two great assets, firstly we have very clear distributions of prestige goods and secondly, we have isotopic analyses on many of the remains not only indicating familial groupings but also migratory information with great significance for identifying social roles and changes. Furthermore, the Münsingen-Rain site follows a standard pattern of horizontal southward expansion[footnoteRef:15] with the earliest La Tène A burials occurring at the northern core of graves and the latest La Tène C burials being located further south. Thus, the dating of goods found at Münsingen-Rain can be determined to a rough degree via their location within the site[footnoteRef:16]. [15:  Müller, Jud and Alt. 2008. Pg.463.]  [16:  Moghaddam, N. Müller, F. Hafner, A. 2014. Pg.156. 43 of 63 individuals tested could be placed into a chronological grouping.] 

 Alongside the above average level of grave goods in Münsingen-Rain there is a second great indicator of socio-economic stratification amongst the group revealed to us more recently through various isotope analyses and that is diet. Of the 12 sword burials at Münsingen-Rain all were male[footnoteRef:17], isotopic analysis carried out on 9 of these males provides us with some key information on their social status during the late La Tène A and throughout the La Tène B period, c.420-240BC. Whilst all nine males were reported to have statistically insignificant differences in their δ13C and δ34S values[footnoteRef:18] when compared to the rest of the Münsingen-Rain population indicating that all the males consumed the same carbohydrate source and that their diet was strictly terrestrial[footnoteRef:19]. All nine males however are reported to have significantly higher δ15N levels from the greater population indicating that these armed men had a far greater access to animal protein than the average inhabitant[footnoteRef:20]. Whilst it could be argued that these men were hunters and therefore had a greater access to animal proteins, I believe it more likely these men and others like them controlled the supply of meat and therefore consumed it in greater quantities as an expression of wealth, prestige and most importantly status. One further piece of evidence that may support my theory here is that the male with the highest δ15N value was also found to have had meat buried with him[footnoteRef:21], indicating that the consumption of animal protein could have had ritual significance that carried beyond the life of this elite armed male. Combine the knowledge of this groups greater diet with the established concept that swords are a key indicator of social rank and prestige throughout antiquity[footnoteRef:22] then it becomes apparent that we are dealing with all the trappings of an elite male social grouping operating in Münsingen-Rain. As previously mentioned, these sword burials cease in the middle La Tène B period however there is no indication of a decrease in the number of overall burials[footnoteRef:23] nor any indication of a regional loss of wealth over this same period. This may demonstrate a change in the significance of weaponry as a prestige item, with perhaps other personal adornments taking their place, after all what community has use of a warrior social ‘class’ or rank if there is no perceived outside threat. One ever effective medium for communicating rank in society that spans nearly all cultures is that of clothing, and ancient authors universally credit the keltoi or the Galli as taking considerable care of their appearance, take for example:  [17:  Moghaddam, N. Müller, F. Hafner, A. 2014. Pg.157.]  [18:  Ibid.,]  [19:  Ibid., Of some considerable interest is that this low δ34S isotope value is consistent across all of the non-immigrant burial remains indicating that even the Aare River which runs through the valley and contains freshwater fish was not utilised as a food source.]  [20:  Ibid., ]  [21:  Ibid., ]  [22:  Linderholm, A et Al., 2008. Pg.448]  [23:  See Fig.1: the last sword burial is A117 around the early to middle La Tène B period (it is situated in the cluster of burials around 112, 115, 116 and 119) yet as it is clear to see a tight contiguous grouping of burials continues southward down the plateau well into the La Tène C period.] 

“The clothing they wear is striking — shirts which have been dyed and embroidered in varied colours, and breeches, which they call in their tongue bracae; and they wear striped coats, fastened by a buckle on the shoulder, heavy for winter wear and light for summer, in which are set checks, close together and of varied hues.”
· Diodorus Siculus[footnoteRef:24] [24:  Dio. Sic. Hist. 5.30] 


Unfortunately, due to naturally occurring decay no actual textiles, however fragmentary, have been found at Münsingen-Rain. Yet this site has yielded a significant number of fibulae[footnoteRef:25], them being the primary grave good found, of more importance is that many graves contain more than one brooch[footnoteRef:26] indicating that the occupants of these burial had multiple outfits to wear. The consistency of personal adornment with brooches or fibulae of Münsingen and Dux types[footnoteRef:27] spans across the site, indicating their prolonged popularity with the high social ranks in this area. A far more inconsistent distribution of more ‘fashionable’ personal adornments that act as prestige items is demonstrated by Figure 2[footnoteRef:28]. As is visibly apparent across the three distribution maps we see different items of jewellery come into and fall out of fashion starting with neck-rings or torcs in the La Tène A period, followed by a significant grouping of “four-part bronze anklets” mainly through the La Tène B period and finally a cluster of glass bracelets situated firmly in the La Tène C period of burials[footnoteRef:29]. Whilst I do not underestimate that these groupings span over many decades, and thus many generations, not all of the same familial groups[footnoteRef:30], nonetheless there is surprisingly little overlap between each new ‘phase’ of fashionable jewellery. Considering that the purpose of such personal adornment is almost certainly to express one’s social status and prestige within a community it is apparent to me that these changes in popularity of prestige items represents some sort of social shift. Whether this be changes in the very top strata of the local hierarchy diffusing down amongst these socially high-ranking individuals buried at Münsingen-Rain we cannot ever know. What is certain in this case is that most of the materials that these fibulae are made of are imported including the gold, amber and coral used to adorn the locally manufactured pieces. This level of precious imports is of some significance as it demonstrates the lengths that these individuals will go to express their power through their clothing over the course of the site’s occupation. [25:  Scheeres, M. 2014. Pg.18.]  [26:  Scheeres, M. 2014. Pg.19.]  [27:  Ibid.,]  [28:  Müller, Jud and Alt. 2008. Pg.464.]  [29:  See Fig.2]  [30:  Scheeres, M. 2014. Pg.30-32. I have not gone into detail on the familial links found between individuals at the site as discussed here.] 


To summarise on the social changes that are apparent through funerary evidence at Münsingen-Rain, it is clear that with combined utilisation of grave goods evidence and the clarity of evidence provided by the osteoarchaeological testing I have demonstrated that a variety social change has occurred in this community throughout the period of occupation. From the social importance of diet to the fluctuations in the fashions of different jewellery as prestige markers, I have shown that even in a society as remarkably homogenous[footnoteRef:31] and stable as the one found buried here, changes in the social expression of power are both highly apparent and visible. [31:  Moghaddam, N. Müller, F. Hafner, A. 2014. Pg.157.] 







































Figure 1.[footnoteRef:32][image: ] [32:  Moghaddam, N. Müller, F. Hafner, A. 2014. Pg.151] 



























	

[image: ]Figure 2.[footnoteRef:33] [33:  Müller, Jud and Alt. 2008. Pg.464.] 
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Figure 3. Miinsingen-Rain. Map of the burials with distribution, derived from horizontal stratigraphic analysi, of (A)
neck-rings or torcs, (B) sets of four-part bronze anklets, and (C) glass braceles.




