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Main argument and plan for essay

The main argument for the essay is ‘what constitutes a morally acceptable reason for taking mind-altering substances in different cultures and times?’ and to bring to the fore the fact that the judgment required in measuring whether or not an act is morally acceptable or not is actually clouding the actual event in question, using a reference to Mircea Eliade and his biased view on fly agaric use in some Siberian tribes.  This will highlight the need for the anthropologist to exercise impartiality in recording real time events. Of course some of the reasons for usage, such as hedonistic use will be instantly recognisable to most human beings as being immoral, except perhaps for the drinking of alcohol after work on the weekend, although slowly this is also being frowned upon due to the bad nature of the drunkard with violence, mental health and social problems. Some of the usage will involve addicts needing their fixes and the immoral things that these individuals may do to get it. So, we can judge without worrying too much on whether we are correct or not in some obvious cases. The plan is to highlight some different basic reasons for usage i.e. Shamanistic, Creative, Investigative and Hedonistic and under each subtitle give a basic argument of whether the reason can be classed as morally acceptable or not and also to see the difference between the reasons for usage and thereby get an insight into humanity and drug use, starting at shamanistic and ending with the addicted hedonist creating social problems we will see the whole body of work as a study showing moralistic boundary crossing and how the reasons, moral or immoral, could be an aspect of the current problems facing humanity. Of course this is my own angle on the topic and not to be confused with an accredited and recognised scholarly work.

