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Evaluating Academic Sources Using the CRAAP Test (250 words)
Choose TWO academic sources related to the use of digital skills in higher education.
Source 1. The Need of Integrating Digital Education in Higher Education: Challenges and Opportunities

Author(s) and year: Alenezi, Mamdouh, Wardat, Saja, Akour, Mohammed (2023)
 
The source was found at  : University of Wales Trinity St David, Pro Quest.
CRAAP Test, evaluate:
· Currency: This article was published in the year 2023, There is nothing that was to indicate of a latest version, this version hasn’t been updated from 2023.
This topic is relevant because digital education has been out for a while and has expanded in the last 3 years, due to the advance technologies innovations , and online studies , like for example when covid 19 was out we will have to be using computers more than other resources, (UNESCO,2024) like what’s app conference video calls and apps like teams meetings.
A google search for newer updates of this topic was conducted and nothing newer was found.

· Relevance: The source is relevant to this topic of student in the digital era, because it explained about digital education in higher education, including its challenges and benefits and the impact of digital learning in university. the research gathered is useful and Up to date, supporting this topic.

· Authority: This was looked at and sourced through ProQuest via the university of Wales Trinity St. David library which expands the credibility as its being sourced through academic database which means, it has been thoroughly reviewed and is suitable for higher education.

· Accuracy: When sourcing this information provided and the academic exchange of views that was seen online it, outlines two different  openings and challenges suggesting this as an objective and evidence based approach.

· Purpose: This is aimed to inform people reading this how important integrating digital education in higher education rather than opinion based that is why this is reliable academic source information.

Full reference: L ALENEZI, M., WARDAT, S. and AKOUR, M., 2023. The Need of Integrating Digital Education in Higher Education: Challenges and Opportunities. Sustainability, 15(6), pp. 4782.


Source 2 - Digitalization of Higher Education: Students’ Perspectives 
Author(s) and year: Potocan, V., Nedelko, Z., & Rosi, M. (2025) 

Where you found the source: University of Wales Trinity St David, My Moodle week 2
Using the CRAAP Test, briefly evaluate:
· Currency: This article was publish on  2 July 2025 
· Relevance: This study directly addresses students, view on digital educational tools and methods, witch aligns closely with research on digitalisation experiences in higher education and is therefore highly relevant to educational research.
· Authority: The authors are affiliated with recognized academic institutions and the article was published in peer-reviewed journal (education Sciences) establishing academic credibility.
· Accuracy: The research uses empirical evidence from higher education students to assess their perceptions of digitalised methods, and findings are grounded in data rather than opinion, indicating sound methodological and analytical accuracy.
· Purpose: The purpose of the article is clearly academic, to evaluate and interpret students, perspectives on digitalisation in learning environments without apparent commercial or promotional bias.
Full reference: Potocan, V., Nedelko, Z and Rosi, M (2025) Digitalization of Higher Education; Student Peroedtives , Education Sciences, 15(7),p.847

Synthesis of Academic Sources.
· What shared theme or issue do both sources address?
· Both papers examine the use of digital teaching tools and methods. Potocan, Nedelko and Rosi (2025) suggest that….. while ALENEZI, WARDAT, and AKOUR (2023) agree /disagree/ suggest a different approach

· How do the sources agree, differ, or complement each other?
The study by Potocan ,Nedelko and Rosi(2025) and the article by Alenezi, Wardat and Akouir (2023) both recognise digitalisation as a transformation force in higher education, they agree that integrating digital technologies enhances accessibility, flexibility and the overall learning experience. Both sources emphasise the necessity of institutional adaptation to technological change and acknowledge that digital education is no longer optional but integral to contemporary academic system.
 However, the two both studies differ in the analytical scope and emphasis. Potocan et al. (2023) a student -centred empirical approach ,examining learners perceptions of digital tools and their preferences of online platforms , smartphones and interactive technologies, In contrast, Alenezi etal.(2023) provide a broader institutional and policy-oriented discussion, focusing structural challenges such as infrastructure limitations ,staff preparedness and strategic implementation of ICT in higher education institutions.
            
· How does combining these sources improve understanding of digital learning?
The source explaine each other by offering both micro level (student experience) and macro level institutional strategy perspectives. Nevertheless, combining them without distinction may improve understanding by conflating systemic challenges with individual student experiences, institution barriers do not always directly reflect students lived realities, and overgeneralisation may obscure nuanced pedagogical and socio-digital factors affecting leaners.
    
Identifying a Key Challenge and Opportunity
· One key challenge for students in the digital era:
A significant challenge for students in the digital era is unequal digital readiness and institutional inconsistency in technology implementation. Variations in infrastructure quality, digital competence, and access to resources may negatively affect students, engagement and academic performance (Alenezi et al 2023). This digital divide can create disparities in leaning outcome and limit the effectiveness of online education.
· One key opportunity for students in the digital era:
Alternatively, a major opportunity lies in enhanced flexibility and accessibility of learning materials, digital platforms enable students to access recourses anytime and anywhere, supporting self-directed learning and personalised educational pathways (Potocan et al, 2025). Such as flexibility fosters autonomy, improves time management and broadens participation in higher education. 

Reference List – Component 1 
Alenezi, M., Wardat, S. and Akour, M.(2023) The need of integrating digital education in higher education :challenges and opportunities Sustainability, 15(6),p 4782. Doi10.3390/su15064782.
Potocan, V., Nedelko, Z and Rosi, M. (2025) digitalization of higher education; students perspectives; education Sciences, 15(7),p.847 doi:103390/educsci15070847

Academic Planning for Component 2 (80–100 words)
· Which section(s) of Component 2 will you prioritise first? Why?
· Which academic skills or lecture content will you develop further?
· Brief outline of how Component 2 will be structured
Timeline
	Task
	Date/ Deadline

	Finish research
	27.02.202

	Draft first section
	

	Complete first draft
	

	Final editing
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(Personal experiences must NOT be included in this component)
Introduction (100–150 words)
· Introduce digital learning in higher education
· Explain why understanding challenges and opportunities is important
· Outline the structure of this report
In higher education Digital Learning has gone from a tool to support to a core change in teaching approach, defined by the combination of digital tools to enable flexible and active learning (Davidson and Katopodis,2024). In the current digital era, understanding the overlap of technological opportunities and the barriers students face is critical for academic success. According to this report it identifies key challenges such as digital divide and cognitive overload, evaluates the opportunities provided by collaborative digital tools, and discusses their impact on academic performance.
Challenges for Students in the Digital Era (150–200 words)
· Identify one or two key challenges
· Support with recent academic sources
· Explain why these challenges impact academic success
· Link discussion to academic skills taught in class
Tech is everywhere yet a big gap remains the “Digital divide,” which refers to digital exclusion and different levels of digital literacy. (Tripathi 2024) highlights that economic and social inequities imbalance often lead to a 15% lower average score make consistent assessments for students with inconsistent technology access. Furthermore, the “war on learning” suggests that many digital platforms promote passive consumption rather than active intellectual development (Losh,2024). These challenges crash academic success by causing loss of focus. To avoid these issues, students must apply time management and critical information using their key academic skills taught in class to ensure they remain focused on learning outcomes rather than technological distractions.
Opportunities in the Digital Era (150–200 words)
· Identify one or two opportunities provided by digital tools
· Support with academic literature
· Critically evaluate effectiveness (not description)
· Link discussion to classroom learning

On the other hand, digital tools offer powerful opportunities for meaningful learning via collaborative platforms and ai driven apps. (Wang and Kabilan 2024) argue that the merger of digital tools in higher education able for a “substantial revolution” in how students interact with their fellow peers and their content. For instance, Learning Management systems (LMS) and AI driven adaptive learning environments allow students to personalise their study place and receive instant feedback (Abirami, Murugan, and Periasamy, 2025). Highly these tools are most effective when they move beyond mere description and instead encourage thoughtful reflection and joint problem solving. These opportunities directly link to a classroom learning by encouraging students to take ownership of their educational journey through digital agency. 

Propose THREE strategies students can use to succeed.
For EACH strategy:
· What is the strategy?
To succeed in a modern digital learning environment, students must transition from passive recipient of information to active participants. The following three strategies facilitate this transformation.
· Which academic skill does it develop? 
This involves taking intentional control over digital tools to enhance learning. It develops critical evaluation skills as student must choose the right platforms for specific tasks.
· How does it address challenges or opportunities?
This addresses the challenge of information overload by allowing students to filter resources effectively. According to Bennett et al.(2012), student with high digital agency are better equipped to navigate complex virtual learning environments.
· What academic evidence supports it?
Engaging in Reflective Practice Students should use digital journals or portfolios to reflect on their learning progress. This builds metacognitive skills helping students understand how they lean best. This strategy turns the challenge of independent study into an opportunity for self -improvement. Schon(1983) argues that refection in action is essential for developing professional competence and problem-solving abilities.
Conclusion (100–150 words)
· Summarise key challenges and opportunities
· Summarise the three strategies
· Clearly answer the main question
Modern education presents significant challenges, such as the risk of digital distraction and the isolation of remote study, yet it offers unparalleled opportunities for personalized and global learning. By developing digital agency engaging in consistent reflection practice, and participating in collaborative problem – solving, students can effectively navigate these complexities. These strategies empower learners to take ownership of their education journey, turning potential obstacles into stepping stones for academic growth. Ultimately, students succeed when they move beyond mere description and approach to their studies, ensuring they are not just consumers of technology but master of their own learning.
Reference List:

Abirami, A.M., Murugan, T. and Periasamy, K.(eds) (2025) Adopting Artificial Intelligence Tools in Higher Education: Teaching and Learning. London: CrC Press/Routledge.
Bennett, S., Maton, K. and Kervin, L. (2008) The digital native's debate: A critical review of the evidence British journal of edu	cation technology, 39(5), pp. 775-786

Kaliraj, P., Singaravelu, G. and Devi, T. (eds) (2025) Transformative Digital Technology for disruptive Teaching and Learning. London: Routledge.
Losh, E (2024) the War on learning: Gaining Ground in the Digital University. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.
Tripathi, P. (2024) Education for All: Addressing the digital divide and socioeconomic disparities in modern school; Journal on School Educational Technology,20(2),pp31-42.
Wang, Y. and Kabilan, M.K (2024) integrating technology into English bibliometric analysis: Cogent Education, 11(1),2404201 doi:1080/2331186X.2024.2404201
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Copy and paste your academic poster below.
Your poster must include: 
· A clear academic title
· Three academic skills
· Why each skill is important
· One academic source per skill
· A short concluding statement
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Britton, B.K., & Tesser, A. (19910.Journal of Education Psychology,83(3), 405-410.Facione, P.A. (1990). American Philosphical Association. Wingate, U. (2012).Journal of English for Academic Purposes, 11(2), 145-154
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