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Introduction
In this reflective report, I will be discussing three skills, which are academic writing skills, research skills, and referencing skills, which have helped me to develop my overall academic skills. I will be sharing my academic journey through the six stages of the Gibbs reflection model—description, feelings, assessment, analysis, conclusion, and action plan—in this report.


[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]Academic Writing Skills
[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]Description
Through the learnings from my academic skills module, I have learned and obtained academic writing skills. During the module session, I encountered and did multiple writing tasks, including research papers, essays, reports, and so on. The pressure to convey, express, and articulate complicated ideas and concepts regarding academic writing coherently was intriguing, fascinating, and frightening (Teng, 2021). I faced with structuring my thoughts effectively, confirming coherence and clarity regarding the guidance of academic writing. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]Feelings
When I first faced the academic writing assignments, I felt a combination of anxiety and excitement. The opportunity to communicate my own views and statements on the academic writing tasks in this module session was constructively fascinating. I feel that adequate transmission with peers and mentors through writing is crucial for triumph in academia and exceeding that (Strobl et al., 2019). In the initial stage, I doubted my capability to fulfil the conditions of academic writing. Yet, I was confronted with the procedure from the starting point, which enabled me to grow my confidence. I realised that academic writing is not only publishing knowledge and details, but also adequate analysis, persuasion, and critical thinking of the concept. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.2et92p0]Evaluation
During the module session, I pursued feedback from my professors and my peers to determine the significance and weight of academic writing skills and to enhance my writing as per the guidelines. Constructive criticism is paramount for pinpointing areas for progress (Altınmakas and Bayyurt, 2019). I evaluated and assessed my academic writing against some of the specified criteria, which include coherence, transparency, and commitment to the academic convention. I have identified spots of headway, such as assembling the arguments of the authors logically, obtaining these remarks and ideas, and so on. In the module course, I have engaged in multiple activities to understand the way academic writing is different from other kinds of writing. In those activities, I get to know the way to write newspaper articles, university essays, journal articles, reports, and textbooks. 
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Figure 1: Activity evidence for academic writing
Source: (Notes)

[bookmark: _heading=h.tyjcwt]Analysis
I have analysed that, as I examined more in-depth into this module session concerning academic writing skills, I captured the essence of it. It has benefited me as a bridge between my own viewpoints and ideas, which has enabled me to find complicated ideas, research determinations, and statements. Whether it is a research article, report, or essay, I have analysed that academic writing skills have assisted me in shaping my knowledge and knowledge. On the other hand, I comprehended that my sentences require to be clear, straightforward, and without of doubt. Also, I should extend my vocabulary to maintain the credibility of my statements and arguments. I have analysed that, in some academic writing activities, I get to rewrite a block of paragraphs in a more formal way. I learned that in academic writing, the grammar needs to be polished, and any kind of slang should be avoided. By providing the suggested version, the professor helped me understand it better. 
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Figure 2: Activity evidence for academic writing
Source: (Notes)

[bookmark: _heading=h.3dy6vkm]Conclusion
Academic writing is not just a skill; it's a philosophy and mindset. It has delegated me to meaningfully contribute to intellectual as well as academic discussions, convey my individual voice, and guide the academic territory. I learned that writing is a procedure of drafting, modifying, and refining. Each iteration has gotten me nearer to transparency and coherence.

[bookmark: _heading=h.1t3h5sf]Action plan
To move forward, I have determined some action plans that I will follow in the future. I have decided to expose myself to multitude and distinct writing styles to improve my own academic writing skills. I have also determined to follow workshops and practice frequently to strengthen my skills. Moreover, I would like to take some courses to develop my academic writing skills with my peers and enrich my skills. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.4d34og8]Research Skills
[bookmark: _heading=h.2s8eyo1]Description
During the module course on developing academic skills, I got the opportunity to enhance my research skills. In the session on research skills development, I was confronted with diverse activities and research work such as determining the significance and rationale of the research, review of the literature, procedures for obtaining secondary and primary information for the research development, and adequate critical examination of the research process (Hendriarto et al., 2021). One of my memorable experiences during this course was collaborating with my classmates on a group project.

[bookmark: _heading=h.17dp8vu]Feelings
At the initial stage, I felt a bit filled by identifying the volume and magnitude of the details, facts, and information that are unrestricted for research work. Assessing sources for collecting related data and information, steering authentic databases, and synthesizing the information appeared overwhelming. However, my interest has driven me ahead. I learned that research skills are crucial for academic triumph. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.3rdcrjn]Evaluation
The academic skills course has provided me with a solid basis for developing research skills. I comprehended effective research approaches, the techniques for proper citation, and the way to critically evaluate scholarly research and articles (Ain, Sabir, and Willison, 2019). I learned that all these research skills are transferable across domains, which has helped me improve my scholarly competence. I got the opportunity to determine the significance of teamwork and time management. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.26in1rg]Analysis
I have analysed that throughout the development of research skills during the module course, assessing the research information became less intimidating. During this skill development journey, I have learned to consider alternative views recognize tendencies, and induce meaningful judgments for the research work (Maddens et al., 2021). I have identified the significance of the iterative method for revising the research methodologies and distilling the research questions. Moreover, I have discovered research skills are not only linear but also include continuous transformation.

[bookmark: _heading=h.lnxbz9]Conclusion
Throughout the development of research skills, I acquired conviction in my capability to meaningfully contribute to the academic argument. I have understood that research work is not simply regarding discovering explanations. It also signifies questioning more reasonable queries. Through developing this skill, I have evolved to be more perceptive in assessing information, which has assisted me in enriching my critical thinking skills. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.35nkun2]Action plan
I have decided to devote a lot of time to my research work and improve my time management skills to evade last-minute hurries. I am determined to strive vigorously to collaborate with mentors and peers, and I cherish teamwork. I devote myself to remaining updated on research tools and methodologies to improve my research skills and exceed the academic coursework. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.1ksv4uv]Referencing Skills
[bookmark: _heading=h.44sinio]Description
Through the module course on academic skills, I have devised referencing skills that have enabled me to facilitate my academic competence. I encountered considerable citation techniques like Harvard, APA, and so on. I got mixed up with the complications of accurately citing sources. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.2jxsxqh]Feelings
During the duration of my academic journey, I was confronted with the need to comprehend referencing skills, which are paramount for academic or scholarly research work. In the initial stage of my coursework related to the development of referencing skills, I felt overwhelmed because of the different citation rules regarding italics, parenthesis, and different formats (Cadieux, Peters, and Beauchemin-Roy, 2019).

[bookmark: _heading=h.z337ya]Evaluation
Development of referencing skills has provided me with a solid basis or foundation regarding in-text citation, secondary referencing, manual referencing, and a comprehensive list of references. It has helped me to incorporate borrowed conceptions and notions into my narrative. By developing my referencing skills, I get the opportunity to know that it delivers support to assertions and claims. I believe through appropriate citation and referencing; it is my responsibility and honour to give credit to the researchers from whom I have borrowed the ideas.

[bookmark: _heading=h.3j2qqm3]Analysis
I have analysed that referencing skills have become my quality assurance and control mechanism. It has helped me to ensure my critical and quality research and pushed me to examine relevance, biases, and reliability (Rosman et al., 2022). Developing referencing skills is not merely following or considering the citation rules. It signifies supporting one's argument and statement, respecting the intellectual contributions of others, and steering the scholarly discussion with integrity.

[bookmark: _heading=h.1y810tw]Conclusion
Through the development of my referencing skills, I have adopted the significance of scholarly integrity. I learned that in referencing, attribution matters, and citation needs to relate to ideas. It has helped me to bridge my viewpoints with academic discourse. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.4i7ojhp]Action plan
This skill is not a solitary competency. It has formed the bedrock of my academic voyage. Developing referencing skills has equipped me to excel in scholarly and qualified me for lifelong understanding and proficient triumph. I have decided to keep myself updated concerning referencing styles and adapt to the new editions of referencing styles. I also commit to practice regularly so that my proficiency can be sharpened by applying my referencing skills. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.2xcytpi]Conclusion
The present reflective report has focused on the academic skills that I have acquired through the learnings from the module, which are academic writing skills, research skills, and referencing skills. Each of these scholarly abilities have enabled me to retain and immerse knowledge and understanding effectively, which has shaped my overall academic journey and my prospects. These have enriched my capacity to express viewpoints, ideas, and notions clearly.
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Activity 1

How is academic writing different from other types of writing? Look at the
types of writing below. What tells you they are not academic writing?

Text
R U out 2nite? It will b gr8

Newspaper article
Hoodies are lowering the tone of our town centres

School student (younger than university student) article

Emotive language shows influential power because everyone reading the
advert will feel the same way, therefore all having the same attitude.

We see too much of this on our screens!

(Adapted from https://aldinhe.ac.uk/teaching-learning/what-is-academic-writing/)
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Activity 2

How do you like this rewritten version?

Do not go overboard with the formality. Using overly
sophisticated words whose meaning you do not know or fully
understand will do more harm than good.

Write the way you would normally write; just avoid slang and
polish your grammar.





