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The impact of the mainstream media on policing and public confidence
This assignment will delve deeper on how mainstream media is affecting policing, and how mainstream media is impacting public confidence. This paper will explain different ways on how the media work and how they come across towards the public.
In today’s society, the mainstream media is having a massive impact on the every day lives of individuals. The media has a big say on how police officers go about their every day work. The media can have a positive impact on the public by releasing factual news, this will gain public confidence as they know that the media are reliable and this will be very important in the long term. It will be important as the public can fall back on the media to find out news which they know is reliable. On the other hand, according to Hewitt and Mwamba (2021) public trust in the mainstream media is decreasing. By having decreased trust from the public towards the police, it will decrease the trust from the public towards the police and this isn’t good in the long term as there will be little confidence from the public. By having little confidence from the public, it will cause problems from the public towards police and cause anger and cause friction, this will have a negative impact on public confidence.  
If the mainstream media is used properly and effectively this can impact the public positively and can gain confidence of the public, in the long term it is vital that the mainstream media are going about their business accordingly and in an efficient manner. The impact of the mainstream media can have a negative impact towards the public, this is because the media can be deceiving in what they publish. This will hinge public confidence as by the media being decisive in what they update the public about, for example the public won’t believe everything that the media post. This will impact the public in a negative way. Public confidence here is going to be a problem as the public won’t know what to believe in as the mainstream media can be deceiving in what they publish.
When it comes to how the media report on crime, there are several ways they do this. The media cannot report on every crime, this will therefore cause some crimes to go un detected. This will have a negative impact on public confidence as there are criminals out there that haven’t been caught. The public will feel on edge as they might not be comfortable in their community as they will feel anxious knowing there are potential crimes to be committed by criminals that haven’t been caught. On the other hand, mainstream media can have a positive impact on society as it is easy for the public to access information from their televisions, this will increase public confidence as they can gather information and factual information from their homes. This will assist the police positively as the mainstream media are helping them as they are releasing news that can prevent potential criminals carrying out their unlawful acts, this will help the police as criminals will feel on edge as the police are one step ahead of them. 
According to Silver (2019) one in five British adults follow the news. This isn’t going to enhance public confidence as they aren’t going to hear factual news from mainstream media platforms. This will decrease public confidence as a lot of people are missing out on the news, this is because they choose not to hear or watch the news. By people not taking an interest in the news it will increase anxiety from the public towards anyone as they won’t feel safe in their own skin. According to Rusbridger (2020) most of the public rely on newspaper articles, this isn’t going to enhance public confidence as not all newspaper articles are reliable compared to news on T.V. 
The media can report on crime in different ways. There are many ways that the media are reporting on crime. According to Courtauld (2014) the media plays a vital role in agenda setting. The media can have a positive impact on the police force as for example, they can reach out to the public on the whereabouts for an individual. This will be a positive move for the police force as they are being helped out by mainstream media platforms. Mainstream media such as newspapers can aid the police force as they can be the public’s resource to find out what is happening on in the world, this will aid the police force as the public will feel reassured that the police are doing their best, they can on preventing crime. 
To conclude, this assignment has talked about how the media influence policing and how they can shape public confidence. There is pros and cons of the mainstream media towards policing. A pro of the mainstream media is that it helps police as for example they can update the public on the whereabouts of a missing person, this will reach everyone as most people watch the news or newspapers can spread the news. The cons are some mainstream media platforms provide false information to the public and this isn’t going to increase public confidence as the public won’t know what to believe. By mainstream media platforms not providing right information it will be an unhealthy relationship between the public and the media. To summarise the mainstream media has a crucial part in updating the public on everyday news and this is very important for public confidence.  
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