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BACKGROUND NOTES ON THE ‘CRUSADES’
Information here is provided in note form for reference only.  

“I would rather risk my life to deliver the Holy Places than govern the universe.”
 Pope Gregory VII

“Cursed be he who keepeth back his sword from blood.”

The Crusades cover a wide historical period; each 'crusade' has its own complex history.  Historians often date the crusades as follows:

· First Crusade 1096-99

· Second Crusade 1145-49

· Third Crusade 1187-92

· Fourth Crusade 1198-1204

· Fifth Crusade 1248-54

In between these crusades were numerous other campaigns, and various ‘Crusader States’ in the Mediterranean region.  For the purposes of this lecture, the focus is on the First Crusade and the early Crusade Settlements in Palestine.
“The evil of war lies in the mind: the solider who strikes down his enemy from benevolence and pity acts in accordance with Christ’s teachings.”
 Augustine of Hippo

Crusaders from different parts of Europe tended to be grouped together [i.e. Sicilian Normans in Antioch, Provencals in Tripoli, and Northern French in Jerusalem].

‘Crusader’ is a reductive term, covering all social classes of pilgrims: knights, bourgeous, settlers, soldiers, merchants and assorted clergy.

Two notable European pilgrimages: in 1064 by Normans, and in 1088-9 by Count Robert of Flanders.  Pilgrimages of Jerusalem can be regarded as the precedent to the concept of ‘crusading’ [the term ‘crusades’ was not applied during the Latin Kingdom, ‘crusaders’ being christus milites peregrinus - ‘pilgrim knights of Christ’].

The ‘crusaders’ were ifranj to the local Muslim population, whose contact with Europeans prior to 1099 had been primarily with Byzantines (Rum) or Slavs (Saqalibah).]

Pope Urban II’s speech, the Council of Clermont on 27 November 1095: the votum crucis (crusading vow) = special blessing,  commution  of penance, suspension of debts, and protection of family and property whilst they were away.

Oct 1097 - European armies arrived in Antioch,

Feb 1098 - Baldwin of Boulogne takes Edessa [Armenian Christian city]
June 1098 -  Antioch fell - to be ruled by Bohemund.

May 1099 -  armies entered Fatimid territory – head towards Jerusalem
Jul 15, 1099 - armies breached Jerusalem’s walls

 “No mercy was shown to anyone, and the whole place was flooded with the blood of the victims ...” [William of Tyre].

“So frightful was the massacre throughout the city, so terrible the shedding of blood, that even the victors experiences sensations of horror and loathing.” [WT]

Capture of Caesarea, May 1101: its population suffered “a terrible massacre ... the very sight of the multitude of corpses inspired horror ...” [WT].

 “The Christians impose a tax on the Muslims in their land which gives them full security, and likewise the Christian merchants pay a tax upon their goods in Muslim lands. Agreement exists between them, and there is equal treatment in all cases ...” Ibn Jubayr, an Andulusian on hajj travelling through through the Latin Kingdom during 1184

Religious Practices in Twelfth Century Palestine:

· The Orthodox Church
· Eastern Separated Churches
· Islam
Muslims in the northern kingdoms were predominantly Shi’i, whilst Sunnis predominated in the south.  Druze were resident in northern Syria, Isma’ilis handed Banyas to the Franks in 1126, and there is evidence of (other) sects in the region - notably the Hashishiyun ‘Assassins’ [linked to the Isma’ilis]. 

ibn Jubayr states: “There can be no excuse in the eyes of God for a Muslim to stay in any infidel country ... there is also the absence of cleanliness, the mixing with the pigs, and al the other prohibited matters ...”  

Ibn Jubayr observed a joint Muslim-Christian ‘mosque’ in Acre: “In the hands of the Christians its venerableness is maintained and God has preserved in it a place of prayer for the Muslims.”

· Judaism
‘Native’ Jews included families with a long history of residence, refugees and immigrants (from Europe, North Africa, and the ‘Middle East’), and schismatic sects including Samaritans.
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