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Aims and Objectives:
Nodau ac Amcanion

+ To evaluate whether Buddhist texts offer an ecologically friendly world view or
not

» To research whether teachings such as impermance or no-self have an
impact on how Buddhists can see the environment and humans relationships
with it

» To examine those teachings and doctrines which can be seen as offering an
environmentally friendly ethic, and discuss whether this was their true
intention or if they have been carefully edited and filtered to fit an
environmentally friendly ethic




Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):

Through living in a time of ecological crisis, people often to turn to religion in
their search for answers on how to deal with this issue. Scholars of religion and
philosophy have worked to try and create some kind of environmentally friendly
ethic. However, there are some weaknesses to some as they try to adapt
already existing texts to fit a recent problem. Buddhism, though one of the six
main religions, is seen as more of a philosophical belief due to the fact that they
do not believe in a ‘God’. This also makes it more appealing to those who
reject the typically western religions. In addition to this, some would argue that
due to its focus on compassion and living ‘the middle way’ Buddhism would
seem like a naturally ‘eco-friendly’ religion. Before beginning the Religion and
the Environment module, this was also my view. Through research and
examination of the main Buddhist doctrines another side of this argument can
be seen, as teachings that are thousands of years old are adapted and
interpreted in a modern world, The issues that face in the planet and its
inhabitants did not exist, or If they did it was not in the same way, when these
teachings were first founded. This dissertations main argument will be based on
that there are more teaching to suggest that Buddhism is not a naturally ‘green
religion’ than there are to support that it is. As the situation of the ecological
crisis and the state of the planet have developed, the ancient teachings have
been looked at through a different lens. The main question here is, was this
their true purpose when they were first spoken? This will be examined through
discussing key themes behind many Buddhist teachings, for example Buddhist
notion of no self (anatta) and the doctrine of impermanence (anicca) that are
key to Buddhist beliefs. This will be used to further the argument that many
aspects of Buddhism have been carefully filtered and edited in order to portray
a greener message than what was originally intended, which brings us to the
proposed question of research are eco-Buddhists distorting Buddhist traditions
by insisting that premodern traditions were responding to modern
environmental concerns? It is possible to argue that religious texts can change
in purpose as they should be a timeless foundation to the thoughts and actions
of that religious group, however this dissertation will focus on the context of the
period in which these teachings were founded. Buddhism focusses on the
impermanence of all things, including the planet earth. With this in mind, why
would Buddhism focuses on sustaining such a world which will not last forever
regardless. This dissertation will examine Buddhist teachings interpreted as
approaches to sustainability and stewardship.




Short Introductory Bibliography:
Llyfryddiaeth rhagarweiniol byr

Abe, Masao. “Man and Nature in Christianity and Buddhism.” Japanese Religions 7,
no. 1 (July 1971): 1-10.

Abraham, Ralph. “Orphism: The Ancient Roots of Green Buddhism.” In DharmaGaia: A
Harvest of Essays in Buddhism and Ecology, ed. Allan Hunt Badiner, 39—49. Berkeley,
Calif.: Parallax Press, 1990.

Bandarage, Asoka Sustainability and Well-Being: The Middle Path to Environment,
Society and the Economy. Hampshire: Palgrave, 2013.

Badiner, Allen, ed. Dharma Gaia: A Harvest of Essays in Buddhism and Ecology.
Berkeley, CA: Parallax, 1990.

Batchelor, Martine, and Kerry Brown, eds. Buddhism and Ecology. London and New
York: Cassell, 1992.

Birch, Pru. “Individual Responsibility and the Greenhouse Effect.” Golden Drum: A
Magazine for Western Buddhists, February-April 1990, 10-11.

Bird, Elizabeth. “The Social Construction of Nature: Theoretical Approaches to the
History of Environmental Problems.” Environmental Review 11, no. 4 (1987): 255-64.

Bloom, Alfred. “Buddhism and Ecological Perspective.” Ecology Center Newsletter,
December 1989, 1-2.

. “Buddhism, Nature, and the Environment.” Eastern Buddhist, n.s., 5, no. 1
(May 1972): 115-29.

Byers, Bruce A. “Toward an Ecocentric Community: From Ego-self to Eco-self.”
Turning Wheel, spring 1992, 39-40.

Daniels, Peter L. “Climate change, economics, and Buddhism—Part |: An integrated
environmental analysis framework.” Environmental Economics 69, no. 5 (March 2010):
952-961.

. “Climate change, economics, and Buddhism—Part Il: New views and practices
for sustainable world economies.” Environmental Economics 69, no. 5 (March 2010):
962-972.

De Silva, Lily. “Early Buddhist Attitudes toward Nature.” In Dharma Rain: Sources of
Buddhist Environmentalism, edited by Stephanie Kaza and Kenneth Kraft, 91-103.
Boston: Shambhala Publications, 2000.

Elverskog, Johan. The Buddha’s Footprint: An Environmental History of Asia.
Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2020.




Gallay-Pap, Peter, and Ruth Bottomley, eds. Toward an Environmental Ethic in
Southeast Asia. Papers presented at a seminar on environmental ethics in Phnom
Penh, Cambodia, 5—7 November 1997. Phnom Penh, Cambodia: Buddhist Institute,
1997.

Harris, lan. “Getting to Grips with Buddhist Environmentalism: A Provisional Typology.”
Journal of Buddhist Ethics 2 (1995): 173—-190.

Ives, Christopher. “Resources for Buddhist Environmental Ethics.” Journal of Buddhist
Ethics 20 (2013): 541-571.

Kaza, Stephanie, and Kenneth Kraft, eds. Dharma Rain: Sources of Buddhist
Environmentalism. Boston and London: Shambhala, 2000.

Payne, Richard, ed. How Much Is Enough? Consumerism, Buddhism, and the Human
Environment. Boston: Wisdom Publications, 2010.

Payne, Richard, "Buddhism And The Environment", Oxford Bibliographies, 2010
<https://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/view/document/obo-9780195393521/
0b0-9780195393521-0067.xml> [Accessed 13 October 2021]

Swearer, Donald K. “An Assessment of Buddhist Eco-Philosophy.” Harvard Theological
Review 99, no. 2 (2006): 123—137.

Tucker, Mary E., and D. R. Williams, eds. Buddhism and Ecology: The Interconnection
of Dharma and Deeds. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1997.

Waldau, Paul. “A Review of Buddhism and Ecology: The Interconnection of Dharma
and Deeds; Buddhism and Ecology: Balancing Convergence, Dissonance, and the
Risk of Anachronism.” Journal of Buddhist Ethics 5 (1998): 374—383.

Proposed Supervisor:
Goruchwyliwr awgrymedig

Please indicate whether ethical approval for project is needed — NO
Nodwch a oes angen cymeradwyaeth foesegol ar gyfer y prosiect - NAC OES

Please indicate whether sufficient resources are available for the project — YES
Nodwch a oes digon o adnoddau ar gael ar gyfer y prosiect - OES

The above topic, proposal, and supervisor have been agreed:
Cytunwyd ar y pwnc, y cynnig a'r goruchwyliwr uchod:


https://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/view/document/obo-9780195393521/obo-9780195393521-0067.xml

Signed ..o Programme Director/
Llofnod Cyfarwyddwr y rhaglen

Dyddiad

Please return this form to your Programme Director.
Dychwelwch y ffurflen hon at eich Cyfarwyddwr Rhaglen.



