String of Amulets (Cyfarthfa Castle, Merthyr Tydfil CCM 348.004)
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Object type: Amulets
Material: Faience
Period: Third Intermediate Period to the Late Period (c. 1069 BCE – 332 BCE) for the two Udjat eyes (1 and 2) based on comparative pieces (National Museum Liverpool, 2025a, National Museum Liverpool, 2025b, National Museum Liverpool, 2025c, National Museum Liverpool, 2025d, The British Museum, 2025a). The rest of the amulets are more difficult to date.
Provenance: The provenance of the amulets is unknown. The amulets were collected during the early 1900’s by amateur collector Harry Hatley Waite Southey who was in Egypt. This string of amulets was part of his collection that was donated to Cyfarthfa Castle Museum by his family after his death in the First World War. The String is more modern, the amulets were stung together when given to the museum (Masonic Great War Project, 2020, Commonwealth War Graves Commission, 2025).
Dimensions:
Udjat Eye (1) – Height 11.2 mm x width 15.5 mm x depth 14.5 mm
Udjat Eye (2) – Height 10.1 mm x width 14.7 mm x depth 4.1 mm
Scarab (3) – Height 13.7 mm x width 24.2 mm x depth 6.8 mm
Bead (4) – Diameter 9.9 mm x depth 5.6 mm 
Bead (5) – Diameter 6.8 mm x depth 3.2 mm
Bead (6) – Height 5.8 mm x width 3.9 mm x depth 4.3mm
God Head (7) – Height 16.0 mm x width 12.2 mm x depth 12.6 mm
Udjat Eye (8) – Diameter 19.0 mm x depth 3.6 mm 
Bead (9) – Length 9.9 mm x diameter 2.5 mm
Udjat eyes (10) – Diameter 9.3mm x depth 4.3 mm 
Goddess Head (11) – Height 21.1 mm x width 12.0 mm x depth 14.5 mm 
Object descriptions and analysis:
Seven amulets and four beads from Ancient Egypt strung together later. 
Udjat eye 1 and 2 are similar, both are strung lengthways and both are damaged. 1 has a hole in the back and is chipped on the back and front. 2 is broken below the eye. Udjat Eye 8 is circular and was originally threaded through a hole along the length but now through one of the open spaces. Udjat Eye 10 is a quadruple Udjat eye amulet that is flat on top and rounded on the back. Udjat eyes are physical representations of the eye of Horus, they were used as a symbol of healing, protection and rebirth for the dead. (Tursi and Genchi, 2024, Darnell, 1997, Teeter, 2025, Bradley, 2025, Refaey et al. 2019).
The Scarab (3) is the top part of a glazed bright blue winged scarab. The bottom is unglazed and uninscribed and threaded through a hole at the top. Winged funerary scarabs were sewn onto mummy wrappings and are symbolic of rebirth and the rising sun (The Metropolitan Museum of Art, 2025a, The Metropolitan Museum of Art, 2025b, The Metropolitan Museum of Art, 2025c, Egypt Museum, 2025, National Museum Liverpool, 2025d).
Bead 4 is dark blue, worn and has a porous surface. Bead 5 has an off centre hole and is light blue. Bead 6 is light blue not circular and rises in the middle.  Bead 9 is worn on one side and tubular.
God figure 7 is potentially Horus as a falcon on a papyrus column threaded through a hole at the back.  It is broken at the bottom and maybe wearing a sun disc. Papyrus was a symbol of health, vitality and regeneration.  Isis is said to have hid Horus in the papyrus marshes.  This amulet may have been placed at the throat of a mummified person. (Vadas, 2018, The Metropolitan Museum of Art,2025d)   
God figure 11 is a depiction of either Isis or Mut.  It is threaded through a suspension loop just above the head.  There is the start of a crown which has been broken.  The bottom is also broken.  This amulet would have been a symbol of motherhood, marriage and protection. (The Metropolitan Museum of Art,2025d, Redman, 2021)
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