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	Cynllun Gweithgaredd
Activity Plan

	Activity: Number of Teddys 


	Number of children:
 4

	Age of children:
3-4
	Number of adults:
1

	Location:
Inside on a carpet with a range of space 

	Preparation time:
10 minuets 
	Activity time:
20 minuets 

	Resources: 
Small plastic Teddys of different sizes and colors
2 Hoola Hoops  




	Aim/s of activity:
The aims of this activity are to observe of the children realizing how many objects are in front of them by counting them. The children will also start to learn how to add and take away numbers in a simple way.





	Links to outcomes:
Children will finish this activity with the confidence of being able to count how many objects are in front of them and will also begin to add and take away numbers, this activity will show the children visually what adding and taking away looks like by including objects such as bears.  



	Differentiation:
If a child is struggling with the task it is important to support them, during this task if a child is struggling it is important that the teacher simplifies the task by giving the child a low number of teddys as they might not be familiar with a bigger number for example ten. If a child finds this task too easy the teacher may add to the task for example counting the amount of teddys may be too easy so the teacher will then bring in adding and subtraction to challenge the children.

	Health and safety:
During the activity it is important that children are sat still as when children get up to walk, they might trip over or could stand on the other children by accident.



	
Role of adult/adults:
First of all, the role of the adult is to set up the activity by gathering all of the objects necessary, then for the activity the adult would need to give all the children a teddy bear. The adult would ask the children questions, for example what color is the teddy? How many teddys do you have? Which hoop does the teddy belong in? The adult will then observe the child. The adult will look out to see if the child may need some support and if so, they may help. If the task becomes too easy for a child, it is important that the teacher is able to see this and be able to change the activity slightly so that the child becomes challenged for example adding in harder sum and difficult questions.

	The activity:
For the activity there will be four children and one adult once the activity is set up the children will all sit in a circle around the two hoola hoops that are two different colors. The teacher will hand out a plastic teddy bear to every child, then one by one will ask them how many teddys they have and what color are they. Then the children will have to get up and place the teddys in the correct color hoop that matches the color of their teddy bears. Then the teacher will ask the children to count how many teddys are in each hoop. This activity allows children to begin to realise how adding and subtracting works by then getting them to count how many teddys are there all together. If children are finding the activity the teacher can then set up sums by asking how many teddys are in each hoop, then adding to them and then taking some away. 
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This activity is very simple for both students and teachers, the set up and brief is easy to follow and is short, when briefing a task it is important to keep it short but also involve the children, so they are listening in and paying attention from the beginning, this will help them understand the task better and to start thinking mathematically. (Planning for Early Years: in-depth, 2020) It is the role of the adult to prepare the knowledge needed to be able to present and set up the task. It is important that this has been sorted out previously. A weakness of the task is planning and preparing it. When planning the task it is important that the practitioner thinks of activities that are enjoyable and that children are interested in, for example instead of using plastic teddys it could be better to pick a group that all enjoy the same tv program, and then use figures from the program instead as this may keep children’s attention on the task. This task is more adult lead than child initiated. This task could become more child initiated by the children asking each other how many objects they have as this will increase communication skills. 
Allowing children to lead the activity more would be a strong idea, and could strengthen the activity as this can promote cognitive and social development, according to Vygotskian. If another child is struggling with counting, instead of the teacher stepping in to help, the teacher may ask another child to help. (Marcus, 2016. What makes a good math’s lesson?) Instead of the teacher asking the child a simple question they may deepen the answer by asking for example how did you come up with that answer? This then allows children to think about the prosses it took from how they thought of the answer, this may make all other children aware of the prosses and they might learn from another child. When actively doing this activity, I think it has become clearer that this activity is more child-intended as they take more control of their learning during the task, as they are working put the math’s involved and asking their own questions. During this task the children have learned how to use their own resources given to create their own learning. It is always important to have equal child lead and adult lead activities, and this could be both, as children do this activity a few times they come more confident to give the activity a go by themselves as they become more confidant. Kimberley (2016) Why is child initiated play important? 
Another factor that should have been considered deeper is health and safety it is important that a risk assessment is taken out with every activity. When making a risk assessment teacher must look over the check list given by HSE and tick off any risk that could apply to the task. Health and safety checklist for classrooms (Health and safety Executive, no date) In order to control risk in schools the practitioner will need to decide what can cause harm to a child and how can this be prevented. The hazard in this activity would be children falling on each other or on the hard floor/ object when getting up to place a teddy. This may harm any child who is taking part in the activity, If the child does fall, they could bang their head or hurt an area of their own body or another child’s body. To prevent this from happening the practitioner must find a nice open area space with a soft floor for example a carpet so that if a child does fall it won’t be on anyone else and they will have only the carpet to fall on which should not hurt. Why are risk assessments so important for schools? (I AM Compliant, no date) 
A strength in the task is different abilities as these have all been thought out for example if a child is struggling to understand the task, bridges have been put in place. This allows every child the same opportunities. According to Jordan and Levine (2009) children may preform wore in mathematics due to low income families as achievement in mathematics is related to a child’s socioecomic status. Poor children are 1.5 times more likely to have learning disabilities and may eventually drop out of school. Research has shown that Montessori education has positive effects on disadvantaged children and are able to solve their mathematical problems during primary school. This education includes small groups of multi-age classrooms and also student chosen activities. This could be a good way to progress with disadvantaged children or any child struggling with schoolwork, in this case it is important that children are observed early on so that they can gain as much progress as possible.













Math’s in the EYFS (Surrey County Council, 2020) In schools/ classrooms it is important that the indoors and outdoors are both surrounded with mathematical opportunities that are exiting for children to describe, count, explore and compare. This will allow them to problem solve and become a critical thinker. Having math’s involved in all areas of a room allows children to have a go and can also make them feel like they are playing as well as working out sums. Mathematics can be brought into all daily routines for example when its lunch time they could talk about how much each fruit costs, or how many children have brought apples today. There is also mathematical content in stories and songs that allow children to practice with numbers and counting but also in a way that is fun to them. Schools may have a period everyday where the whole class comes together to learn a new song or read a new book which allows everyone in the class to bring some mathematical lesson into their day even If the children have not completed a math task that day, or have not had chance to play in the mathematical areas. Natural resources (Learning to play the natural way- the benefits of natural resources. tts, 2017) allow children to get a better understanding of the objects by the way it looks, smells and tastes. As plastic ones do not give the same understanding of the object. For example, in a math’s area instead of having numbers to count the children could go outside and pick objects like pinecones and sticks to count with as they are not only counting an item, they are getting a feel for nature and learning about other topics at the same time. 
A section in a classroom that children often play at but do not realise it is mathematic related is the shop, children would be communicating to each other whilst also counting how much each item costs to buy and how much change is needed to give, by using natural items and real money children will get a feel of a real life situation and will learn what different items are and are able to group them for example a lemon is a fruit and a carrot is a vegetable. Children may be allowed to move toys from different areas of the class without permission as this gives them chance to explore and discover things, children are constantly moving which allows them to gain many opportunities and gives them a incite to freedom. (Play and the Learning Environment, no date)
Most classrooms in the UK have a mathematics area in all classrooms this is so it is separate from other activities and so it stands out. By having separate areas children acknowledge what activities go on in each one. This can help teach what the expected behavior is in each area. Teachers can also decorate transition areas which is an area where children wait for the next activity or are waiting/ sitting in line for a reason, these areas can be filled with simple things for example numbers drawn on the floor or posters with activities on the wall this will keep children entertained but also learning at the same time. (Physical Arrangement of the classroom, no date)
There are many areas in the class where you could include mathematical development as free play or child lead play, this could include squidgy number set in the sand pit or water tub as the children can count and play with the number and also do sums. Also, in the water there could be measuring bugs to measure the water. Sand timers as children begin to come across a concept of time. There are also many wooden jigsaws made from natural materials that include math skills. For the building area some school may have wooden bricks with numbers on them for counting. In the small world area, there may be a role play wooden till so that children start to realise the concept of money and counting. Instead of plastic coins practitioners could collect real money as this is more natural and children will get the correct feel for money. Shopping Mathematics Games for Children (no date) Children will take toys from one area to another as they are playing there are not many school teachers that can stop this from happening as they like to explore and experiment with different areas and toys such as putting cars in the water for example, children can gain new experiences from this, and if they get told off they will learn. As long as they can put each item back where it came from there shouldn’t be much of a problem.














The role of the adult is a complex role that demands many responsibilities, an average day for a practitioner would be to talk to a child about their day, sooth an infant from crying or maybe to pretend to cook food in the small world area. The critic reflector is the way practitioners value beliefs, knowledge, attitudes and assumptions from young children. Practitioners will need to examine their thinking and actions through critically reflective research. The adult’s role during this is to ensure child-centered and socially practices. It is important that the practitioner has good knowledge of a child’s development as this is essential. Practitioners will need to observe children to be able to get a sense of how they have improved over the year and to acknowledge if they are struggling or finding work to easy. Practitioners when observing have to keep children focused on adult objectives which can be hard as they often have to work to keep children following their lead.
When supporting a child in the right way, practitioners will need to be clear about whose purpose therefor the activity or the experience is serving and who’s goals are being met. If practitioners are not clear with this then they may offer the wrong kind of support in the wrong way at the wrong time. The role of the adult in child lead learning can be more challenging than adult lead learning as its more complex as it is very unpredictable. The adult must follow the child and give very subtle support in order to achieve their objectives, before helping a child the practitioner must ask if the child wants help. The adult in this role is giving the child time to think. Fisher (2018) The Adult Role, Part 3- rise to the occasion.
When organizing the learning day, the practitioner will be faced with the senior leadership team, they will need to carefully think of how to organize the learning day so that all children can take part effectively and so that child lead learning is to the highest quality. Fisher (2018) The Adult Role, part 4 – Value judgement.
According to the foundation phase Action Plan (2016) wales the role of the practitioner in general is to prompt the child to think about the reflect of their learning experiences to be able to extend their learning. They must plan by engaging learning opportunities by regular observation. They must also engage with parents by seeing them as partners for the children’s learning process. And finally look to develop themselves by sharing and learning from other practitioners across wales and further afield. In the middle east and northern Africa region are now creating more emphasis on the early year’s curriculum. By ensuring that children have the right environment at home. Parents have a lot to do with the early development of their child and can make a positive impact on their children’s learning ability. If a child is properly stimulated from birth, they tend to perform better than other children in school and are predicted to live a better life as adults. Parent must be a positive role model to children by giving affection and warmth. Children also pick behaviors off parents so it’s important that they are positive and responsible at all times. Parents who are vocal with school and teachers keep themselves well updated with how their child is doing in school and gain a greater connection between home and school, this supports further learning. Teachers need to make sure that teachers are involved with the school a great way to do this could be through technology such as twitter and hwb. This shall increase the parent’s knowledge of the curriculum. Teachers can involve the parents in the child’s school life by handing out homework, the child may need help with this, and the teacher could include a guide for the parent to help. Role of Parents in Early Childhood Development (Panworld Education, 2017)
Practitioners will follow the foundation phase framework (2015) to be able to plan tasks and to see what they should be teaching. In the foundation phase children will develop skills, knowledge and the understanding of mathematics through practice and real-life problems and activities. Much of this work will be oral. Children will develop the understanding of mathematical language through communicating about their work. Children will develop flexible ways and methods for working mentally with a number in order to solve problems. Children should be given experiences such as a mathematically environment that allows them to develop a mathematical concept, mathematical skills and communicate in a range of mathematical contexts. By following this phase teachers will be able to see how the child should preform and what they should perform in, this allows them to come up with activities surrounding these topics.
When teachers are observing children, their role is to understand the needs of the child by getting to know them well. By observing children, the teacher is noting their progress made during the year. By doing this, practitioner shall be able to plan a more appropriate curriculum that supports the child’s individual needs. Practitioners must know the individual needs of the child then identify a plan for the child to progress If children may be on the special educational need’s continuum, they must give special help to the child. When children progress practitioners need to take children aware of this and explain their next steps. Also, to make parents aware of their progress whilst learning. Observing children (2008).
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