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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 

Which project option are you taking? Please tick:
8,000 word project:  

Please remove the red writing for your final submission. 

	NAME: Dylan O’DRISCOLL

	STUDENT ID No.: 2134479

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
INTRODUCTION: Has Police information sharing improved since the Soham Murders? 
Why this topic?  Why is it worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation? 
Give background information around your subject
Justification for your research
Show you have done some reading

I have chosen this topic as I believe that information and intelligence is a core part of Policing and more significantly for managing offenders and criminality that extend across force borders in and around the UK. This topic is relevant to Policing today despite the Soham Murders taking place in 2002. The murders which were perpetrated by Ian Huntley against two young girls, Jessica Chapman and Holly Wells inspired the Birchard Inquiry which found that due to no efficient system of intelligence sharing being in place, the Police were not aware of relevant information regarding Huntley which may have prevented these murders. The findings of the enquiry called for the need of a nationalised database for information sharing regarding individuals which would extend across Police forces in the UK. This system was created in 2011 and is used and known today as the Police National Database. Given this, I believe this topic is relevant and will be a good topic which will offer a wealth of research opportunity regarding any positive and negative action since the enquiry. My research will include articles based on advancements in information sharing between Police forces; the context of the murders and why they inspired increased information sharing; what the Police have done well and what can be improved. I also aim to incorporate statistics and figures as well as the perception from governing bodies of the Police such as the Home Office. 




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
Clarify the information you want to collect on your research topic in the form of two, three or four key objectives. 
· The steps you are going to take to answer your research aim or question

To answer the question I am proposing, I will research articles and statistics surrounding the Soham Murders and the Bichard Report but more specifically how they inspired the Police National Database and the increased focus on information/intelligence sharing between Police Forces and other agencies such as vetting services within the UK. I will start off by considering the level of Police sharing in 2002 prior to the murders and the inquiry and what the affect has been since these. I will aim to consider and review the relevant recommendations found in the Bichard enquiry; research what the actions Police and the Home Office have taken since these recommendations and also consider how well these recommendations have been implemented. I also expect to create a questionnaire based on what Police Officers perspectives are on information sharing; how well they perceive information given from other Police forces as well as how the can be improved. I will aim to draw a conclusion, considering the positive and negative aspects. 




	LITERATURE REVIEW:
Please clarify some of the key literature to be utilised as part of your research. Consider textbooks, journals, articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans.
Understand the current state of existing research
You can demonstrate the gap and the need for the research
Gives credits to those who have laid the groundwork for your research
Demonstrates your knowledge of the research problem

As part of my research regarding this topic, I will look at any articles or journals which would show statistics or descriptions regarding the process for information sharing at the time of the Soham Murders and the Birchard Enquiry. Given that the failings of Police were widely publicised, I will also look for any mainstream media articles regarding the incident. I will look at the recommendations within the Birchard Report. After this, I will look for any material put out by Police, Home Office or journals/ articles which demonstrate actions taken by Police and other relevant bodies to comply with the recommendations. I will then look for any published statistics regarding improvements. I will also look at any improvements which can be made by Police and vetting to improve information sharing. I will also look for articles of famous cases of vetting failures such as Wayne Couzens.




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
What research methods are you going to do and why?
Why are they best suited to your research 

I intend to create a survey which will include Police staff/ officers and potentially members of the public. The aim will be to understand the public and police perception of the ease of intelligence sharing, if it is convenient, whether it could be improved, whether Police having different systems affects the ease of intel sharing etc. 
 



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
Provide details of target sample. For example, who are you intending to ask to participate in your research, will you be seeking perspectives from experts who work in a given field, or will you be using a general questionnaire to gauge perspectives from members of the public? Why is this sample the best for your research?

The questionnaire will include questions in which the Police officers/ staff can give their opinions on the pros and cons of the current state of information/ intelligence sharing as well as how they think it can be improved. I may also look for perspectives from the public which describes their thoughts on how easy it is to share intel with Police and how thorough they expect Police and consistent they expect knowledge to be across the UK.



	ETHICAL ISSUES:
Opportunity to discuss any ethical problems that you might see or might need to discuss prior to your research. 

The only ethical issue is the concerns over the level of confidentiality of the participants. I will not view, record or release the personal details of any participants in any survey. 



	TIME SCALE:
Standard practice to consider each stage of your research work that you will undertake. 

I intend to allow myself sufficient time to create the survey and to review and analyse the results of any survey. 

In regard to the research, I intend to use deadlines as a good gauge for time dedicated to each section of the dissertation and to allow myself plenty of time to write it.

	REFERENCE LIST:
Please follow the Harvard referencing system
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