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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

In this section, I will discuss the relevant legislation, national, local and organisational policy and procedures concerning safeguarding adults, which is not my main focus of work. 

The statutory guidance in Wales for safeguarding adults derives from the Social Service and Well-being (Wales) Act (2014). This legislation underpins the new framework, which guides agencies, boards and other community partners' responsibility for reviewing and improving adult protection policy and procedures in Wales (Welsh Government, 2014). Section 7 of the (SSWWA) defines an ‘Adult at risk’ as; a person who is experiencing or at risk of abuse or neglect, an individual who has care and support needs whether or not the local authority is meeting those needs and the individual who is unable to protect himself from abuse or harm. If an adult is found to require safeguarding from harm, the local authority may apply for an adult protection and support order. This order allows authorities access to be able to speak to the individual in private without the suspected perpetrator being present, allowing the authorities to ensure that the individual is making a decision of their own free will and has the mental capacity to do so, which enables authorities to be able to appropriately assess if the individual is at risk of harm (SSWWA, 2014). 

There are five main elements of what is classed as abuse against an adult: physical, psychological, sexual, financial and emotional. These types of harm can be self-inflicted, such as self-neglect or self-harm, or abuse inflicted on an adult by another person, i.e. domestic violence, material abuse or sexual abuse (Social Care Institute for Excellence, 2015). There are five leading indicators of abuse ranging from; Unexpected changes in a person's behaviours or personality, periods of going missing or running away, becoming increasingly more withdrawn or having less contact with family/friends. 

Suppose an individual is suspected of not being able to make informed decisions due to an impairment of the mind or other environmental impacts such as coercion, abuse, or illness. It would be necessary for professionals to consider the Mental Capacity Act 2005. The Act gives guidance on how it should be interpreted and outlines the four main ways of assessing if an adult doesn’t have the mental capacity to make their own informed decision; where the individual isn’t able to understand the information presented to them, they are unable to retain the information and use it or weigh the information as part of the decision-making process and finally unable to communicate their decision and reasoning within a period of time (Mental Capacity Act, 2005). Within my local authority area, there is clear guidance on reporting suspected abuse of a vulnerable adult and a corporate governance framework to ensure that all alleged abuse is reported and managed, deriving from the Safeguarding Children and Adults’ strategic panel. (XXX Council, 2012).

Suppose abuse or harm is confirmed by gathering information through section 126 of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act's duty to make enquiries. In that case, professionals must actively follow the guidance within the Wales Safeguarding Procedures to ensure that necessary steps are taken to safeguard those individuals from harm or reduce the risk of harm against vulnerable adults (Wales Safeguarding Procedures Project Board, 2019).
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

There are some clear similarities between the safeguarding of adults versus children within Social Work. Generally, the process and guidance on reporting and actioning safeguarding procedures are similar and of which derive directly from the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019), which overarches both adult and children’s sectors. Central in both sectors, the voice of the child or individual has a great bearing on the assessment of risk and their desired outcomes. Similarly, Social Work values which reinforce all Social Work practice are important to ensuring the rights of the child/adult is protected and that they are empowered to be as involved as possible in the process when concerning safeguarding. Furthermore, the importance of a person-centred approach when undertaking any assessment or planning of another person's care, support and decision-making is essential to ensuring that Social Work values and ethics are upheld during any and all practices with the public in line with the Social Service and Well-being (Wales) Act (2014). 

On the other hand, there is also a clear difference between elements of safeguarding in both sectors. During the initial safeguarding process and assessment of risk, the identified risk and safety factors within a case would both be different as a child is likely to be cared for by a parent or carers, whereas an adult may have a friend/family member, care agency or otherwise in support of their daily needs. Therefore, the criteria and thresholds for assessing abuse or harm may differ in line with the circumstance or situation.

Children safeguarding procedures are more lienor in comparison to adults due to an adult’s ability and right to make their own decisions be it unwise, given that the individual has the mental capacity to be able to make those decisions. Whereas children’s procedures have a clear and defined protocol for assessing and establishing the risk to the child, i.e. the threshold for significant harm either has or has not been met. Relative to this, the Children’s Act (1989) also gives great bearing on the level of power authorities must initiate immediate safeguarding procedures, i.e. the request of an Emergency Protection Order where a child can be legally removed from their family home if the harm is ongoing and significant. In Adult services, it is unlikely that an adult would be removed from their own home unless under the Mental Health Act (1983), which gives power authority to detain (also known as sectioned) an individual for assessment and treatment for their own safety and the safety of others (UK Government, 1983).
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