The Environmental Implications of the COVID-19 Pandemic Related to Manufacturing

This seminar will be based around how the pandemic has influenced manufacturing operations and economic activity. Manufacturing as an industrial sector contributes significantly to environmental pollution, through energy intensive manufacturing processes and the use and disposal of manufactured goods, such as plastic containers, on a global scale. As demands for manufactured goods have been significantly affected over the past 12 months, this will inevitably have some environmental implications, both positive and negative at a global scale. The impacts of the pandemic on a specific facility (Berry Global plastics manufacturing plant, Kenfig, South Wales) will be discussed. The challenges faced by the facility will be contextualised on a global scale, discussing the responsibility of the manufacturing industry in regards to environmental issues moving forward.

Some key questions relevant to the topic:

· Will continuous improvement in regards to efficiency become less of a priority following the impacts of the pandemic on industry?
· Has the pandemic had an overall positive environmental impact on the purchasing choices of the public?
· Have social distancing practices reduced operational efficiency in manufacturing facilities?
· What lessons can be learned post pandemic to foster a more sustainable manufacturing industry in the UK?


Results of discussion:

[bookmark: _GoBack]Within the seminar we discussed how economic activity and use of resources has a direct impact on our environmental footprint as a society, and past changes in the economy correlate with changes in the purchasing habits of the public. A discussion surrounding some of the positive impacts of the pandemic surrounding reductions in the manufacture of energy intensive products was had, including the significant negative environmental consequences of widespread production and disposal of PPE and other single use plastic products. Additionally the impacts of changes in operational efficiency in industry was discussed, along with the potential for positive lessons to be made moving forward post pandemic.
