Artist Statement


Nia Elliott’s work Chain focuses on the themes surrounding the interpretations and understanding of 'the roles of chess', discussing the pieces through both their individuality and unity.

Attracted at first to the pawn and its complicated relationship with the idea of control and manipulation, Elliott’s aims  to reshape the way the pawn is perceived and to hopefully challenge the negativity that accompanies the metaphor it is generally associated with. The viewing of the pawns as a united body made up of individuals rather than disposable pieces, is key to the development of a renewed perspective of the true power than unity can bring to otherwise weak and overlooked individuals. Presented in one of the strongest formations that pawns can create on the board, the images are organised as a ‘pawn chain', in the hopes of conveying their true strength.

This formation suggests a unity between the two 'colours' - black and white. When one really looks at the images, the individual pawn shapes are actually grey. Not just grey, but their own unique combinations of greys that each face is made up of.

